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(Ool. bt)t)V, S. Art 
Hart, Isaac C. (M. hvL), Capt. 2 TJ. S. C. Cav. . .Galesburg, 111. 
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Paine, Charles J. (M. G. bvt,), Brig. Genl Boston, Mass. 
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Asst. Prov. MshL, 10 «& 25 A 0. 
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A D. C. Staff GenL Q. A GiUmore.- 
Tafft, Henry S. {L. C. hvt), late Capt. Sig. Corps 

TJ. S. A Port Royal, S. C. 

In charge Signal Bureau, Washington, D. 0. 
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Wright, Benjamin, 1 Lt. 10 Conn. V Greenwich, Conn. 

Total, 123. 



*fmml fli !|p jflCppHng, iiui iift noi 
join f|p jSoriFJ^ii* 



KAMB Am) RAXK. RBSIDBNCB. 

Andrews, William H. H., 1 Lt. <fe R Q. M. 
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Derby, George (i. G. bvt)y Surg. U. S. V Boston, Mass. 

Ebgerly, J. Homer {M. bvt), Capt. 3 N. H. V... .Boston, Mass. 

Edqett, Isaac H., Capt. 23 Mass. V Beverly, Mass. 

Jenness, J. Francis, 1 Lt. 8 U. S. C. T Boston, " 

Johnson, Gorham S., Capt. 3 Me. V (Unknown.) 

Lane, William F., Capt. 8 Me. V Boston Highlands, 

Mass. 
Lincoln, William S. {JB. G. bvL), CoL 34 Mass. V. . Worcester, Mass. 

Moore, James O., Asst. Surg. 22 U. S. C. T (Unknown.) 

Nash, Royal T., Capt. 11 Me. V « 
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* Initiation Fee unpaid. 
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Watson, William H., Capt. 3 Me. V " 

Webster, Ralph C, Col. A. Q. M.. " 

Ohf. Q. M. Dept Va. and N. 0. 
Webster, Willl/lm P., Maj LoweU, Mass. 

Staff Genl. B. F. Butler. 

Total, .,.31. ^ 



Jnmi t^f jSortrtg %mf !$f InCprting. 



NAMB AHD RANK. BBBIDEMOB. 

Abbott, Joseph C. {B, G, bvt)^ CoL 7N. H. V. . .Wilmington, N. C. 
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(Jf.(7. 6tje.)U.S.A. 
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Blunt, Nathaniel W., 1 Lt 13 N. Y. Hvy. Art.. New York. 

Byrnes, Thomas H. {M. bvt), Capt. 76 Penn. V. . . " 
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Butler, Benjamin F., Maj. Genl Lowell, Mass. 
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Carlton, William J. {M, hvt), Capt. 48 N. Y. V..New York. 

Act. Ord. Offic. Army of the James. 
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Dana, Gustavus G., Capt. Signal Corps XJ. S. A.. . . Springfield, IlL 
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Duncan, Samuel A. {M. G. bvt.), Col. 4 U. S. C.T.Washington, D. C. 

Comdr. Brig. 3 Div. 18 A. C. 
Freeborn, Thomas, Capt. 1 N. Y. Mt. Eifles New York. 

Gibbon, John, Maj. GenL Camp Doiiglafis,XJ.T. 

Comdr. 24 A. C. (Jf G. bvt) U. S. A. 

HuGGiNS, Charles, Capt. 47 N. Y. V New York. 

Jackson, Kichard H. {M, G. dvt), Brig. Genl.. . .Fort Niagara, N.Y. 
Comdr. Div. 25 A. C. {B. 0. bvt ) 1 U. S. Art 
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Johnson, Nathan J. {Cd. bvt\ Lt. Col. 115 N.Y.V..New York. 

Comdr. Brig. 2 Div. 10 A. 0. 
Keeleb, Bibney B. (i. C. bvL), Maj. Jud. Adv. 

Vols New Orleans, La. 

Jud. Adv. Dept. of Va. (X. (7. bvt.) 39 U. S. Inl 

KiDDOO, Joseph B. {M. G. hvL), Col. 22 XJ. S. C. T. New York. 

Comdr. Brig. 3 Div. 10 A. 0. {B. G. bvt.)42 U.S. Inf. 

LocKWOOD, Henry C. {M, hvt.)^ Capt. Ad. A.D.C. . .New York. 

Staff Oenl. A Ames. 

McDonald, Joseph M., Lt. Col. 47 N. Y. V " 

Massett, John B. 1 Lt. R Q. M. 47 N. Y. V. . . .New York. 
Ordway, Albert (J?. G. bvt)y Col. 24 Mass. V. . . .Bichmond, Va. 

Pennypacker, GALUSHA(Jf. G, hvt), Col.97 Pa. V .. Grenada, Miss. 

Com. Brig. 2 Div 10 A. C. (if. G, bvL) U. S. Inf. 

Bandlett, James F., L. C. 3 N. H. V Lauderdale, Miss. 

Capt. U. S. Inf. 
Roberts, Samuel H. {JB. G. bvt\ Col. 139 N.Y.V. .Brooklyn, N. Y. 

Comdr. Brig. 1 Div. 18 A C. 

Towle, George F., Maj. 4 N. H. V Little Rock, Ark. 

Lient CoL & Aaat Insp. GenL 10 A C. (X. C. bvt.) XJ. S. Inf. 

ViDAL, Theodore C. ( Capt. bvL)j 1 Lt. U. S. Sig. 

Corps New York. 

Staff GenL John P. Hatch. 
Weitzel, Godfrey, Maj. Genl Louisville, Ky. 

Comdr. 25 A 0. (K G. bvt, ) U. S. Engs. 

Wheeler, Daniel D: (Col hvt.)^ Lt. Col. A. A.G. Fort Hamilton, N.Y. 

A A G. 25 A C. {Capt bvt.) 1 U. S. Art. 

Total, 30. 

Recapitulation : 

Present at meeting and joined 123 

Present " " not « 31 

Joined since " 30 



@IJp <l^rigin of f|p PLpunion* 



Among the delegates to the Republican Convention at Chicago, 
Illinois, in May 1868, were a number of gentlemen who were 
former officers in the Army of the James, and while renewing 
their acquaintance with each other, it was suggested that a regu- 
lar association, composed of the officers and enlisted men of that 
army, be formed, for the purpose of permanently reviving and 
strengthening old memories and friendships. Accordingly a call 
was issued for a meeting in the city of Boston, Mass., of all con- 
nected with the Army of the James, and the hearty response to 
the invitation surprised and delighted the original movers in the 
matter. 

The following was the Circular : — 



"*» 



^( 



Amnion ot tje ^rmg ot tje Sf^mm. 

" The Ex-Officers of the ' Army of the James,' at a meeting held 
at the Sherman House, Chicago, May, 21, 1868, desiring to per- 
petuate the kind social relations formerly existing among the offi- 
cers of the 10th, 18th, 24th, and 25th Army Corps, resolved that 
they should hold a Social Reunion at Boston, Mass., on Wednes- 
day, Sept. 2, 1868, at which time steps should be taken to form a 
permanent organization. 

We feel that this gathering of comrades, and the renewal of old 
army friendships and associations, will be productive of sociability 
and good feeling, and cannot be otherwise than a source of pleas- 
ure to all parties ; we therefore cordially invite you, as an ex-offi- 



16 SKETCH OF THE ARMY OF THE JAMES. 

cer, to join with us, and be present on this occasion. Should you 

conclude to do so, you will please notify 

Col. p. a. Davis, Richmond, Va., or 
Maj. J. S. GiBBS, Chicago, 111., 

Corresponding Secretaries, 



Gen. J. R. Hawley, Conn. 

'' J. W. TUBNER, U.S.A. 

" G. F. Shepley, Maine. 
" H. M. Plaisted, Maine. 
** W. M. M* Arthur, Maine. 
Maj. J. S. GiBBS, HI. 
" C. M. Sampson, 111. 



Gen. R. S. Foster, Indiana. 
" T. O. Osborne, 111. 
" J. W; Shaffer, HL 
'' O. L. Mann, IU. . 

Col. P. A. Davis, Va. 

Maj. W. E. Furness, 111." 



The circular was sent, as far as possible, to the past officers, and 
the full response, considering the distance which separated many 
from Boston, fully equalled the expectations of the originators of 
the movement. It called together from various sections of our 
country many who, on the banks of the James and on the soil of 
Virginia, formed lasting friendships. The opportunity to meet 
again the comrades of the march, the bivouac, and the battle-field, 
was availed of by some two hundred and fifty ex-officers and en- 
listed men, many of whom met for the first time since the close 
of the rebellion. 

jSftrirQ of ifp ^rme of i|p ^amps. 

The many brilliant deeds of the " Army of the James," the 
eminence of many who were connected with it, render it almost 
superfluous to give even a sketch of its history. It will be interest- 
ing to many, however, to have a few facts relating to it. The 
" Army of the James " was composed originally of two Corps, 
the Tenth and Eighteenth. A portion of the Tenth Corps, under 
Brig. Gen. T. W. Sherman, captured Hilton Head and Beaufort, 
S. C, fought many fights, and afterwards captured Fort Pulaski 
and the whole of the Atlantic coast of Florida. The Eighteenth 
Corps were originally a portion of the Ninth Corps, and under 
Gen. A. E. Burnside, captured Roanoke Island, Newborn, and the 
coast of North Carolina. When Gen. Burnside went to the assist- 
ance of Gen. McClellan, the troops left behind were afterwards 
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re-enforced by several brigades from the Army of the Potomac, and 
formed the Eighteenth Corps, under Gen. John G. Foster. When 
Gen. Foster went to Hilton Head to assist Gen. David Hunter 
in the reduction of Fort Sumter, he took with him a great por- 
tion of the Corps. They were afterwards made a part of the 
Tenth Corps, and participated in the capture of Morris Island, 
the bloody assaults on Fort Wagner, and the long and tedious 
siege of Charleston. The continuous hard work of months and 
the constant cannonading were more trying and fatal than the 
battles, with long intervals of rest, of the armies in the interior. 

Finally the Tenth Corps, under Gen. Q. A. Gillmore, sailed for 
Fortress Monroe, and, joining the Eighteenth Corps, undfer Maj. 
Gen.Wm. F. (" Baldy ") Smith, became the " Army of the Jamesj" 
and ascended that river under Gen. B. F. Butler, at the same 
time that Gen. Grant started on his great campaign with 
the Army of the Potomac — ^holding the position, a very im- 
portant one, until the arrival of Gen. Grant's army, when the 
siege of Petereburg commenced. The Army of the James — the 
Tenth Corps, under Maj. Gen. D. D. Birney, and the Eighteenth, 
under Maj. Gen. E. O. C. Ord — crossed the James at Deep Bottom, 
and captured Fort Harrison, and a long line of works around 
Richmond, by assault, losing many men. Gen. Ord was wound- 
ed, and Gen. Biraey, by constant exposure, contracted a disease 
that in a few weeks caused his death. After this the army was 
reorganized, the colored troops from the Army of the Potomac be- 
ing joined to those of the Army of the James, and formed the 
Twenty-fifth Corps, under Brevet Maj. Gen. Godfrey Weitzel, 
while the white troops formed the Twenty-fourth Corps, under 
Gen. Ord. Soon after this a portion of the troops, under Generals 
Butler and Weitzel, started on the expedition against Fort Fisher, 
N. C, and returned without accomplishing its object. Gen. 
Grant sent them again, under Brevet Maj. Gen. A. H. Terry, 
with a more successful result. After this the Army of the James 
participated in the hard fighting around Petersburg ; and while 
Gen. Ord, with a portion of the Twenty-fourth Corps, joined in the 
pursuit of Lee, the Third Division (Gen. Devens') of the Twenty- 
fourth and Kautz's Division of the Twenty fifth Corps, botli under 
Gen. Weitzel, were left to operate on the north side of the James • 

2 
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and (Jen. Dev^ns' DiviBian^ with a few cavalrymen, had the honor 
of being the first troops to enter Eichmond, April 3, 1866. 

The business meeting, for the purpose of organization, was held 
at Minot Hall, apd there were about one hundred and twenty-five 
gentlemen present. 

A half hour was spent in hand-shaking and congratulations, 
m^any of those present seeing each other for the first time since 
their separation at tho close of the war. 

The meeting was called to, order by Surgeon Samuel A. Green, 
24th Mass. Vols., Chairman of the Committee of Arrangements, 
who, upon motion of Col. W. V. Hutchings, A. Q. M., was made 
temporary Chairman. Capt. Charles A. Brooks, 9th Me. Vols., 
was chosen temporary Secretary. 

On motion of Col. P. A. Davis, Asst. Adj. Gen., a committee 
of five, consisting of Col. Davis, Gen. J. W. Turner, Gen. H. M. 
Plaisted, Gen. E. W. Smith, and Maj. W. E. Furness, were ap- 
pointed to report a draft of a constitution and by-laws for the 
government of the association. They subsequently reported a 
<5on8titution and by-laws, as follows : — 

THE CONSTTrUTjlON. 

Article 1. The na^e of this Association shall be the SociExr 
OF THE Army of the James ; and said society shall include all 
oflScers and enlisted men who have served with honor in the Army 
of the James, or in any organization which at any time formed a 
portion of that army. Honorary raenabers may be elected from 
officers who have served with distinction in a^rmi^s of tlie United 

Article 2. The object of this society shall be to preserve the 
memory of the fortunes and achievements of the Army of the 
Jaaaaes; to perpetuate the bonds of comradeship among its surviving 
(members ; to cherish the memory of those who have fallen, and 
iby ev«ry means to cultivc^te and foster a pure and patriotic devo- 
tion to th^ service of the country. 
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Article 3. For the purpose of effecting these objects, tlie socie- 
ty shall be organized by the triennial election of a President, five 
Vice-Presidents, a Corresponding Secretary, a Recording Secretary, 
a Treasurer, and a Chaplain. The society shall meet triennially, 
the time and place of the next reunion to be selected at each meet- 
ing. All members of the society who are prevented by any cause 
from personally attending, are expected to notify the Correspond- 
ing Secretary, and to impart such information in regard to them- 
selves as they may think proper, and as may be of interest to their 
brethren of the society. 

BY-LAWS. 

The by-laws of the Association are as follows : — 

I. All meetings of this society shall be opened by prayer to 
Almighty God by a former chaplain of the army, to be selected 
for the occasion by the President of the society. 

II. Every officer and enlisted man desiring to become a mem- 
ber of the society shall, upon signing the Constitution, pay to the 
Treasurer the sum of one dollar as initiation fee, and thereafter 
the like sum of one dollar per annum as yearly dues. 

III. Any member who shall be in arrears for dues for a period 
of three years, shall have his name dropped from the rolls until 
his dues shall be paid, or they be remitted by a vote of the society. 

IV. Money for ordinary expenses of the society may be expend- 
ed by the Treasurer, upon the warrant of the President ; all other 
expenses only in pursuance of a vote of the society. 

V. When the place of the next meeting of this society shall be 
decided upon, the President shall appoint an Executive Commit- 
tee of three members, resident at such place, or contiguous there- 
to, whose duty it shall be to make all needful preparations and ar- 
rangements for such a meeting. 

VI. At such triennial meeting there shall be selected, in such 
manner as the society shall determine, from the members of the 
society, a person to deliver a welcome address at the next trien- 
nial meeting. 

VII. At each meeting of the society, the Treasurer shall make a 
full report of his receipts and expenditures. 

The several articles of the constitution and by-laws were adopt- 
ed by the meeting seriatim. 
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On motion of Gen. James Stewart, Jr., of New Jersey, a com- 
mittee of five was appointed, consisting of Gen. Stewart; Gen. M. 
T. Donohoe, of New Hampshire ; Gen. William S. Lincoln, of Mas- 
sachusetts ; Col. C. H. Graves, U. S. A. ; and Maj. J. S. Gibbs, of 
Illinois, to report a list of officers for the government of the so- 
ciety. 

The Chairman soon reported the following list, which was una- 
nimously adopted, each name being enthusiastically applauded aa 
it was read:-T 

President — Brevet Major General Chaj&les Devens, Jr., of 
Massachusetts. 

Vice-Preddenta — ^Brevet Major General R. S. Foster, of In- 
diana ; Brevet Major General John W. Turnek, U. S. A. ; Bre- 
vet Major General Joseph R. Hawley, of Connecticut ; Brevet 
Brigadier General Alonzo Alden, of New York ;' Brevet Major 
General E. W. FIenks, of Massachusetts. 

Recording Secretary — Brevet Lieut. Col. George A. Bruce, of 
Massachusetts. 

Corresponding Secfretary — Brevet Col. P. A. Davis, of Vir- 
ginia. 

Treasurer — Brevet Brig. Gen, Charles A. Carleton, of New; 
York. 

Chaplain — Rev. H. Clay Trumbull, of Connecticut. 

Upon taking the chair, Gen. Devens was received with the 
most vociferous cheering, at the conclusion of which he briefly 
expressed thanks for the honor conferred, claiming that it was 
the kindness of his comrades, rather than his own deserving, which 
had elevated him to the position to which he had been chosen. 

The Secretary not being present, Capt. C. A. Brooks, of Maine, 
was chosen Secretary ^(? tern. 

The President then invited Rev. Mr. Trumbull, the Chaplain 
elect, to offer prayer, which service was performed in a very 
impressive manner, the audience rising 

A committee, consisting of Major James B. Bell, of Massachu- 
setts, General R. S. Foster, of Indiana, General J. R. Hawley, of 
Connecticut^ General H. M. Plaisted, of Maine, General A. Alden, 
of New York, Major W. S. Diller, of Pennsylvania, and General 
C. A. Carleton, of New York, were appointed to select a time and 
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place for holding the next triennial meeting, and reported New 
York city as the place, and the third Wednesday in July, 1871, 
as the time. The report was adopted. 

General Hinks suggested that there was one gentleman present 
more identified with the Army of the James than any other person 
present, and he therefore moved that Major-General Alfred H. 
Terry be requested to prepare the address to be delivered at the 
next meeting of the association. The motion was received with 
tremendous enthusiasm, the whole audience rising, waving their 
hats, and cheering vociferously, and upon the President declaring 
that it was adopted, three rousing cheers wei*e given for General 
Terry, who made a few remarks in acceptance, modestly express- 
ing thanks for the great honor conferred upon him, but wishing 
to decline, as he was liable, being still in the service, to be sent 
to some distant post, which would preclude the possibility of his 
being present at the next meeting. 

The society declined to accept the declination of Gen. Terry, 
who was allowed, in case the above exigency should arise, to 
appoint a substitute. 

After transacting a few unimportant matters, the Association, 
at 2 o'clock, took a recess, to meet again at 8 o'clock p.m., at the 
St. James Hotel, where the grand banquet was to take place. 



T^M. 



The main dining-hall of the hotel was used on this occasion, as 
on all occasions when a large party is expected, for the banquet- 
room ; and, added to the always bright, cheerful, and elegant 
appearance of the room, the art of the decorator had embellished 
its walls with flags and bunting, bright and new, together with 
pretty devices and emblems. 

The wall at the head of the hall was tastefully decorated with 
flags, festooned and draped in a manner producing a fine effect. 
At either side of the flags were small shields bearing emblems ol 
various designs, while at the opposite end of the room the wall 
was decorated in a similar manner, except that surmounting the 
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flags was a large shield with the motto : " Honor and gratitude to 
the defenders of our country." The sides of the room were 
embellished with flags tastefully an-anged^ and producing a plead- 
ing eflfect. 

The tables presented a very attractive appearance, not only 
to the eye of the epicure, bat also in an artistic and poetical point 
of view. There were at frequent intervals, on each table, vases 
filled with rare exotics, which lent their beauty and ft^agrance to 
enhance the enjoyment and give increased life and animation 
to the scene. And not only had Nature lent her charms to grace 
this festive occasion, but Art had also been reserved a niche 
wherein to place some of her less pretentious, but still beautiful 
works, for on each of the tables were a number of handsome and 
finely executed confectionary ornaments, many of them of spotless 
white. Among the most attractive was the Temple of Liberty^ 
with the Goddess standing upon the summit, with the stars and 
stripes in her hand, and beneath the canopy upon which she stood, 
was a tiny cherub with his harp of gold. There were also a crystal 
basket on a pedestal, vases surmounted with flow^s and fruit, a 
fancy fountain, with its jets of sparkling crystal, a pynanid of 
macaroons, a Kugat pyramid, d la Parisienne. 

Mr. Stetson, as on all similar occasions, had provided most 
bountifully for the gastronomical wants of his guests; and to take 
a survey of the tables, with their elegant service, rich, luscious, 
tempting viands, and beautiful flowers and ornaments, one would 
suppose that even the veriest anchorite might be tempted to 
renounce his asceticism and join in the sumptuous repast. 



@|f i^anquri. 



At about nine o'clock the guests marched into the dining-hall, 
to the magnificent music of Gilmore's band, and took their seats 
at the tables. 

At the upper end of the hall, and crossing it, sat the President 
of the evening. General Devens, flankied on either side by distin- 
guished gentlemen. On his right were seated Generals A. H. 
Terry, John G. Foster, Henry W. Benham, and Israel Vogdes 
(all of the United States Army), Mayor Shurtlefl", and Rev. H. 
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Clay Trumbull. On his left were Commodore John Eodgers, 
U. S. K, Collector Hon. Thomas Russell, Generals H. M. Plaisted 
of Maine, M. T. Donohoe of New Hampshire, G. H. Gordon of Mas- 
sachusetts, and J. R. Hawley of Connecticut. 

The company were called to order by the President, and the 
divine blessing was invoked by the Chaplain, the Rev. Mr. Trum- 
bull. An hour was then very agreeably spent in partaking of the 
excellent rej)ast spread before them. Having done ample justice 
to the good things provided for their physical comfort, the as- 
sembly were next treated to a rich mental entertainment. 

The President, General Devens, was the first speaker, and when 
he arose was greeted with enthusitetic applause. The follow- 
ing is his address : — 

ADDRESS OF BREV. MAJOR-GENERAL CHARLES DEVENS, Jr. 

Comrades : In the ordinary affairs of life, it is a pleasure to 
renew our association with those with whom we have been privi- 
leged to enjoy much. The student returns to his college, the boy 
to his school, delighted to recall the scenes of his youth in com- 
pany with those who onc6 participated in them. Nor is the tie 
less strong when we meet • again those by whose side it has been 
our ^ duty to endure and suffer much, for mutual sorrows bind us 
to each other more firmly thaii mutual pleasures. Life presents, 
however^ no ties so strong to unite men not of the same kindred 
and blood, as those which connect men who have perilled their 
lives in the same great cause, who feel that in the hour of danger 
they have leaned upon the arms, and relied upon the courage, of 
those who sit by their side to-day, and found their own courage 
strengthened by theii* support. 

If there were those who might have been of the soldiers of our 
. army, or the other armies of the Union, and yet were not, I deem 
them unfortunate that recollections, such as an hour like this en- 
kindles, are absent from their lives. 

I know, however, how many there are who would gladly have 
been of our number, whom mature ag6 or imperative engage- 
ments forbade to join our ranks. I know, too, how great were 
the sacrifices which the war called upon all our citizens to make, 
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and how cheerfully and nobly they were borne. I know, too, 
that hard as is the lot, and stern as is the duty, of the soldier who 
swings on his knapsack for the weary fields of war, tlie lot of the 
mother who parts from her son, of the maiden who gives up her 
lover, is harder still, for it is hers alone to " weep, and watch, 
and wait." 

In the name of all tliose who have done or suffered anything in 
the long struggle through which we have passed — in the name of 
our common conflicts and dangei*s — in the name of the glorious 
triumph of our noble cause — in the name of the dear among the 
living and the dearer among the dead — I bid you welcome, all to 
this gathering of the survivors of the Army of the James. 

This army was practically, rather than formally organized (for 
I believe no formal order of the War Department called it into 
existence) under Major-General Butler, in April, 1864. In addi- 
tion to the departmental troops of the Department of Yirglnia 
and North Carolina, it was composed of the 10th Corps, under 
General Gillmore, and the 18th, under General W. F. Smith. But 
though the organization was new, the troops which composed it, 
were the veterans of many a well-fought field. They had fought 
under General Burnside and General J. G. Foster in the conflicts 
of Eoanoke Island and Newbern in North Carolina, and with 
Gillmore had shared in the tedious and dangerous siege of Charles- 
ton. The sands of Morris Island had been wet with their blood, 
and they had heaped their dead high on the impregnable bastions 
of Fort Wagner. Of the 18th Corps, a portion were also veterans 
of the McClellan Peninsula Campaign. 

Immediately after its organization, this army, by a movement 
of General Butler — the rapidity and brilliancy of which cannot be 
too much admired — was placed at the well-known spot on the 
south side of the James, called Bermuda Hundred, where it dan- 
gerously threatened the lines of communication of Lee's army. 
This movement was contemporaneous with the movement of 
General Grant from the Eappahannock, with the Army of the 
Potomac. Indeed, the Army of the James was always, in a mili- 
tary sense, a wing of the Army of the Potomac, rather than a 
purely independent force ; at this period acting as its left wing ; 
at a later period as its right. 



ADDRESS OF BREV. MAJORrGEN. CHARLES DEVENS, JR. 25 

From its position, the conflicts in which it was engaged were 
severe, desperate, and of varied fortune. Swift Creek, Chester 
Station, Proctor's Creek, Drury's BluflF, and almost daily nameless 
battle-fields attested the valor of the soldiers who composed it. At 
the end of May, after the battle of Spottsylvania, a detachment of 
more than one-half its available troops was temporarily ordered 
to the Army of the Potomac. This detachment, under command 
of General Smith, consisted of two divisions of the 18th Corps, 
under Generals Martindale and Brooks, and a division of the 
10th, under General Devens. So closely had this movement 
been calculated, that these troops moved down the James, up the 
York and Pamunky, and marching a whole long summer's night, 
reached the field of Cold Harbor just as that battle was opening, 
being actually engaged before the men had time to cook a cup of 
coffee, as a refreshment from their long and arduous march. In 
that most terrible battle of tlie war, they bore themselves most 
bravely in support of their brethren of the Potomac ; and I believe 
it is but simple justice to the division of the 10th Corps to say, 
that it, and Eicketts' Division of the 6th Corps, were the only 
two divisions that broke and carried the enemy's lines on that 
day. 

The movement of the Ariny of the Potomac to the south side 
of the James, followed rapidly after the battle of Cold Harbor, 
and the Army of the James, from its left, became its right wing, 
lying mainly on the south side of the James and resting on the 
Appomattox, while Gen. E. S. Foster held Deep Bottom on the 
north side. 

On the 30th of July occurred the unfortunate affair of the 
mine in front of Petersburg, but the troops of this army formed 
on this occasion only a supporting force. 

On August 14th and 16th, the well-contested engagements of 
Deep Bottom and Fussell's Mills, fought mainly by the Second 
^ Army Corps, under Hancock, and the Tenth, under Birney, took 
place. During the last days of September the whole Army of the 
James, under Gen. Butler, moved to the north side, the Tenth Corps 
under Birney, and the Eighteenth under Ord, and a severe en- 
gagement took place, resulting in our carrying the strong position 
of Newmarket Heights on one of the roads leading to Eichmond, 
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fend one of the strongest field-woi'ks ever constructed, and knoWn 
t& Fort Harrison, upon the other. This brilliant affair, costing 
the lives of many of our bravest officers and men, gave us pos- 
feession of the nearest point ever occupied to Richmond until its 
final surrender. 

The subsequent conflicts of the Fall and early Winter I do not 
fetay to particularize, although the severest were tliose on the welU 
known Darbytown road and on the old battle-ground of Fair 
Oaks. Suffice it to say, that there was not a movement of the 
Army of the Potomac which was not suppoi'ted by the Array of 
the James. 

In the winter of 1864-5 a reorganization took place, by which 
the colored troops, which were originally distributed in both the 
Eighteenth and Tenth Corps, formed a new corps, as the Twehty*^ 
Fifth, under Gen. Weitzel, and the white troops anew corps under 
Gren* Ord, as the Twenty-Fourth. 

An unsuccessful attempt to take Fort Fisher soon followed, the 
events connected with which have been the theme of much un- 
pleasant controversy, into which it would be out of place to enter 
here. I prefer to hasten to the successful attempt, made entirely 
with troops of this army, which, under the gallant and dis- 
tinguished General Terry, whom We all, welcome so cordially 
to-day, resulted in the downfall of that rebel stronghold. From 
that hour, no seaport was open to our foes, and the coast of the 
South was hermetically sealed* 

The troops which performed this gallant exploit were soon de^ 
tached from our Army of the James, and their place in some 
measure, supplied by a veteran and gallant division from the 
Eighth Army Corps, who had won their laurels under Sheridatl 
in the Valley of Virginia. 

The hour for which the wise and prudent General who Com- 
manded our armies had long waited, and the time for the fatal 
blow, approached. In this, too, the Army of the James, now . 
under command of Gen. Ord, was to take its part, and in the last 
days of March, Turner and Foster^s Division of the Twenty-fourth^ 
and Birney's Division of the Twenty-fifth Army Corps, moved, 
with Gen. Gibbon of the Twenty-fourth, to join the Army of the 
Potomac in its last assault upon the army of Gen. Lee ; while 
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Kautz's Division of the Twenty-fifth, and Devens' Division of the 
Twenty-fourth, were left to hold the lines on the north side of the 
James, and, should the attack of the army on the south side prove 
feuccessfUl, to seize Richmond. The results of that glorious con- 
flict you know, and it was the good fortune of the troops on the 
north side, to be the first to occupy RitJhmond, reaping, indeed, 
what others had sown ; but it was much to lift upon those rebel 
towers the flag of our Union, and to be the first to bring again 
that symbol of liberty and law to the stronghold of rebellion. 
Even here there were hearts that throbbed, and eyes that were 
wet as they gazed upon its starry folds. I remember well the 
day after our occupation. I called upon a lady, known to mor6 
than one officer of our army, for the unshrinking loyalty which 
she manifested throughout the rebellion (an absolute prisonei* in 
her own house during a part of the time), and as we stood upon 
the piazza, which formed the river front of her beautiful mansion, 
she pointed out the Newmarket road, and told me how she 
watched on the morning of our coming. "All night," said she, 
" we heard the sound of the retreating rebels, and we knew that 
our trials were nearly over. With the first light we came out 
here to wait. Soon we saw the skirmishers advancing over the 
hill ; in a minute more, just as the sun was rising, came the solid 
column, and above waved the American fiag. It was the first time 
I had seen it for four years, and. General, I sank down here on my 
knees and thanked my God that He had permitted me to see it 
come again in triumph." Meantime, remorseless as fate, with no 
delay for Richmond, the pursuit follows the flying foe, and in 
this pursuit, which tested to the last degree the nerve of every 
man engaged in it, the troops of the Army of the James won im- 
mortal honor. On the morning of the 9th of April, by a march 
almost unprecedented in the annals of warflare, they had placed 
themselves across the Lynchburg road and had closed the last 
avenue erf escape. On that morning Lieut.-Gen. Gordon of 
Georgia, who commanded the advance, said to Lee that his way- 
was barred. " It can be nothing but cavalry," said Lee, " brush 
them away. No cavalry can stand against infantry." It was 
done as Gen. Lee ordered, but as the cavalry fell back they re- 
vealed the long and gleaming line of steel which marked the 
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infantry of the Army of the James. There were Ord and Gib- 
bon, whom I regret that duty in distant fields prevents from being 
with ns. There were Turner and R S. Foster at tlie heads of 
their divisions, whom it is the privilege of all of us to welcome 
here this evening. To throw liis exhausted troops upon that wall 
of steel, was a madness of which the rebel chieftain was not 
capable, and the sword of Lee was laid that day in the conquering 
hand of Grant. 

The war of rebellion was over. A few weeks we remained at 
Richmond, and greeted with our cordial salutations our brethren 
of the Army of the Potomac as they passed on to "Washington, 
and hailed too the bronzed veterans of Sherman, and their great 
leader on their way from the sea. A few days longer and the 
Twenty-fifth Corps, for temporary duty, was despatched to Texas, 
and the troops of the Twenty-fourth distributed to the depart- 
ments or mustered out, and the Army of the James was a part of 
the history of the past. 

Eudely and imperfectly, without having at hand a single paper 
which would aid me with a date, I have, in obedience to your 
sudden and unexpected summons to this chair, sketched the story 
of the Army of the James. I have omitted mention, even by 
name, of battles over which the historian might love to linger, 
and the pen of the poet could render immortal. I trust soon, that 
story will be fully and accurately told, by some one who has the 
time and the ability to do it justice ; yet surely here is enough to 
enable one to say, that if scenes and reminiscences like these do 
not unite us, we are insensible to the ordinary ties that bind the 
hearts of men, each to the other. 

Nor in this hour of joy and welcome do we forget the vast 
price of our triumph, and, that we are imited by the holy tie 
which connects the living with the dead. While our lot has been 
happy, that of others has been less happy, yet more glorious. We 
have returned to receive the congratulations of our friends, to 
embrace again the dear ones from whom we once parted with 
throbbing breasts and anxious hearts, yet how vast the number of 
the " unreturning brave." They have passed beyond the veil, yet 
BO nobly have they done the work of this life, surely we are en- 
titled to believe 
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" That somewhere out of human view, 
Whate'er those hands are set to do, 
Is wrought with tumult of acclaim." 

" The whole earth," says the Greek liistorian, " is the sepulchre 
of illustrious men." And now, so it is, that our land seems fairer 
and nobler than before, for these heroes that it bears in its bosom ; 
that our mountains seem to raise their heads to heaven more 
grandly ; that the James and the Potomac move to the sea with 
a more majestic sweep, as they bear wide as the waters, the glory 
of those whose life-blood has mingled with their streams : — 

" They fell devoted but undying, 
The very gale their deeds seems sighing, 
The waters murmur of their name, 
The woods are peopled with their fame. 
Their spirits wrap the dusky mountain. 
Their memory sparkles o'er the fountain ; 
The meanest riD, the mightiest river. 
Rolls mingling with their fame forever." 

Comrades, whatever be the anxieties of the present hour, the 
soldiers of the Republic have done their work so thoroughly, that 
they have left behind no problem which in good time will not be 
solved satisfactorily. Purified by the fires of the rebellion, our 
country will stand among the nations of the earth, grander and 
more august than before ; there is no sorrow, no distress, which 
shall not receive its compensation in her added glory. As at the 
opening of the rebellion, so now, as we greet each other with cor- 
dial welcome when the battle is fought and the victory won, we 
renew again to our common country our pledge of constant affec- 
tion to all her people, however high or however humble, and our 
undying devotion to her true honor and glory, at home or abroad, 
on land or on sea. 

General Devens's remarks were frequently interrupted with 
loud applause, and at the close, three cheers were given. 

For the interest of those not acquainted with the circumstance, 
it may not be improper to state, that the lady to whom he referred 
in his speech, was Miss Van Lew, a name familiar to Union men 
in that part of Virginia during the war. 
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After Gen. Devem's addr^s, the baad played the reveille in 
fine style, and in a manocr which reojJled old times effectually. 
" O carry me back to OM Virginny " sncceeded, as did also 
"AuldLang Syne," and "When Johnny comes Marching Home," 
the whole forming one of those finely chosen j?(?^(n^rrw for which 
Grilmoi?e is famous. 

Loud calls were then made for Gen. Terry, and the company 
were assured by the President, that they would hear from that 
General in due time, and the calls finally terminated for the time 
in three hearty cheers. 

The President then proposed as a token of their love for their 
country the 

FiBST Sentiment. — " The heoLih of the constitutional head of the 
Union^ the Preddent of the United StatesJ^ 

The sentiment was heartily received, and, after the "Star- 
Spangled Banner " by the band, Hou. Thomas Russell, Collector 
of the port, was introduced and responded as follows : — 
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Tou ask me to respond for a great name — ^for the representa^ 
tive of the American people — the people of the United States, 
united still ; thanks to the loyalty and courage of you and such as 
you. Had it not been for the devotion of our soldiers, we had 
been as South America — and the hope of the world would have 
failed. 

What can I say, except that America, from all her happy 
homes, with all her brilliant hopes, thanks you with her whole 
heart for the great deliverance which you have wrought out for 
her — and' not America alone. Freedom throughout the world 
acknowledges her debt. It was not only a few loyal women 
of Kichmond that watched the coming of our troops. Liberty 
herself looked for that gleaming line of steel ; and Humanity was 
glad when the Army of the James bore the Union flag into the 
conquered capital of rebellion. 

But there is good reason that I should make no speech, or a 
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^hort one. Firat, there is that maxim of Confucius — we all quote 
CJonfucius here. The tempest, which of late disturbed our old 
Boston tea-pot has somewhat " over-blown ; " but the scent of 
the tea-leaves will hang round it still, and when our nerves are 
disturbed by Hyson or Congo, we turn for relief to the Chinese 
se^e, and this is his rule : '^ Let thy speech be short, that the 
remembrance thereof may be long." 

You receive that "junk" of wisdom so kindly that I will 
digress and give you another authentic maxim of the great man. 
" Confucius," says his biographer, " had a fixed limit for eating ; 
but in drinking his only rule was to drink till he was happy, for 
that is the object of drinking." Oh, how many men have been 
philosophers all their days without knowing it. 

There is a serious reason why I should not speak at all. For 
those of us whose fault, or whose misfortune it is, that we never 
served our country in the field ; for those who, however good our 
excuse is, must go to our graves mourning that what should have 
been the crowning grace of life, is forever wanting for us in 
presence of men who have so often led the charge ; who, shattered 
with woimds, could not leave the field, but still guided their 
battalions ; in presence of* those before whom fortresses almost 
impregnable fell at once ; of those who conquered the grimmest 
monsters of the sea — in this presence, I say, our fitting part is 
modest and respectful and admiring silence. 

You come to renew the recollections of perils braved, and 
hardships shared, and of good deeds done for America. Wq 
come to thank you, and to see you, — to look in some faces that 
we have seen before, and upon other faces that have passed into 
the history of the nation ; to greet, men whose names our children's 
children will repeat as long as America is a nation ; and that, 
thanks to your devotion, will be as long as the world stands. 

Your victories were won not for this country and this time 
alone. All nations recognize the life and strength of armed 
democracy as illustrated by the volunteers for the Union. 
America has only begun to receive the tribute of respect which 
you won for her. When you conquered the body of rebellion, 
you conquered at the same time the heart of the world. 

And now in the assurance of your ready loyalty; now that 
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so many soldiers Lave become peaceful citizens; now that you 
meet in harmony, with no rancor in your hearts towards your 
old foes in arms; with no feeling but a hope ior the full resto- 
ration of the dear old Union, — now we see the bow in the cloud, 
which assures us that the deluge of rebellion will no more cover 
the land — never, for all time. If danger should ever again 
threaten the Union, you can follow no better example than youi* 
own. You can need no better inspiration than the memory of 
those who have fallen by your side. Said the loyal Scotchman, 
when asked in a day of peril, whither he was going : " Wherever 
the spirit of Montrose shall direct me." In any crisis of our 
country's life, your best guide will be found in the spirit of your 
fallen comrades. 

If I had time to frame a sentiment, it would be something like 
this : Both armies of the James — both armies of the Union, — 
those that still tread the earth, and those that sleep beneath its 
surface. In time of need, all alike would come from their homes 
and from their graves to strike once more for endangered Union 
and for endangered Liberty. 

Judge Russell's remarks were warmly applauded and his 
closing sentiment loudly cheered. 

The President gave as the 

Second Sentiment. — " The Army of the James^ and the heuith of 
its First Commander^ Major-General Benjamin F. Butler. ^^ 

(Loud applause and cheers.) 

Col. Jonas II. French, formerly a member of Gen. Butler's 
staff, was introduced amid loud applause, and responded as fol- 
lows: 

RESPONSE OF COL. JONAS H. FRENCH. 

Col. French said : I regret the absence of the distinguished 
gentleman who was to respond to this sentiment, and I must con- 
fess, sir, that I hesitate, because so poorly prepared, to give expres- 
sion to the feelings that animate me. But, sir, I would do injus- 



SPEECH OF COL. JONAS K FRENCH. 33 

tice to my own feelings, I would do injustice to the warmest and 
closest friendship, did I not thank you, on behalf of Gen. Butler, 
for the kindness oi your reception and the heartiness of your wel- 
come. Truly, sir, if he were here, I know that as a man he would 
grasp each of you by the hand (applause), to thank you for the 
welcome, and thank you sincerely as a great big heart can do, to 
his companions in arms and his fellow-soldjers. (Three cheers for 
Gen. Butler.) Truly, Mr. President, if he were here, I know 
there would come welling up from the bottom of his heart, expres- 
sions of the sincerest friendship ; and as you know, there are no 
friendships so sincere as the soldier's, no attachment so close as the 
soldiers'. (Applause.) Were he here, I know he would welcome 
you to Massachusetts, to his adopted State ; he would welcome 
you to his home, and thank God that so many of his old comrades 
survived to meet about the festive board, and congratulate each 
other upon the successes they have obtained. I beg humbly to 
offer a sentiment : 

^^ The trtie soldier ; Ms deeds never need encomium. Let the 
prejudices and passions of the day jkiss; history will do aU 
soldiers ju^tice.^^ 

At the close of Col. French's remarks the band played " The 
Bould Soger Boy," after which the President said that he would 
have been glad to have seen with them all the former oflScers of 
the Army of the James — the. gallant Birney, who fell a victim to 
disease ; Ord, Smith, Weitzel, Gillmore, and others whom they 
loved to name, but they could not be present. He rejoiced, how- 
ever, that they had with them one whose name had passed into 
the history of his country, made famous as the conqueror of Fort 
Fisher ; he therefore proposed as the 

Thibd Sentiment: ^'The Corps Commanders of the Army of 
the James — distinguished alike ly ability ^ courage^ and fidelity 
to the Union.^^ 

Gen. Terry was then loudly called for, and greeted with nine ' 

hearty cheers when he arose to speak. When silence was restored 

he spoke as follows : — 

3 
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RESPONSE OF MAJOR-GENERAL ALFRED H. TERRY. 

Mb. PfiEsroENT : The manner in which my name has been re- 
ceived, makes it almost impossible for me to reply to the toast 
which has just been read, and I could wish that of those who com- 
manded corps in the Army of the James, some other than myself, 
the junior of them all, were here to make reply. And, indeed, I 
wish that all were here, that they might unite their voices with 
mine in bearing witness to the military and patriotic virtues of those 
whom they commanded — the gallantry in action, the patience 
under hardship and privation, and the devotion to their country 
and its flag, of the officers and men who composed the Tenth and 
Eighteenth Corps. 

Were they here, I know that they would unite with me in pro- 
claiming with grateful hearts, that whatever of honor or reputa- 
tion all, or any of us, may have acquired, whatever of place or po- 
sition we may have attained, all is due, not so much to our own mer- 
it, as to the merit of those whom we commanded, the subordi- 
nate officers and the private soldiers of the Army of the James. 

To them — the living and the dead — our gratitude is due, for the 
noblest and most devoted support which men can give, and we 
should be base indeed were we not willing, and more than willing, 
to acknowledge the debt. 

Mr. President, and dear old friends and comrades (for you are 
all dear old friends and comrades to me), I can say no more than 
to offer you my most heartfelt wishes for your future prosperity 
and happiness. May your years to come be as bright as your past 
has been glorious. May you find in the gratitude of your country- 
men, and in the consciousness that you sacrificed much, and endured 
much, for your native land when its need and peril were greatest, 
a reward for your labors, and may God bless you all. (Loud and 
prolonged applause.) 

The Chairman then said : Gentlemen^ in the midst of all our 
joys there comes always the memory of that portion of the Army 
of the James, those who are now no more. I propose to you that 
we all rise in silence to the 
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FouBTH Sentiment. — " The memory of the honored deadP 

The whole assembly rose, and the band played the "Dead 
March," after which the chaplain, Rev. Mr. Trumbull, spoke as 
follows : — 



RESPONSE OF CHAPLAIN, REV. H. CLAY TRUMBULL. 

CoMBADBS : In responding to this sentiment, at the call of your 
Chairman, I am sure of the warm sympathy with my subject of all 
who are my hearers. God knows that soldiers honor the memory 
of their dead comrades. Those who themselves took their lives in 
their hands, and for long years faced death at their every step in 
the path of duty, and from whose very sides fell those dear to 
them as their own heart's blood, are not likely to soon forget their 
missing fellows. And not only you who hear me, but very many 
who have no representatives here to-night, are in sympathy with 
us as we dwell for a moment on this sacred theme. Our dead re- 
present home circles, where they are not yet forgotten ; and as we 
are gathered in this delightful reunion, not a few of their strong 
yet tender-hearted fathers, th^ir bowed and stricken mothera, their 
widowed wives, loving, mourning sisters, orphaned children or 
sorrowing friends, think of us, sympathize with us, pray for a 
blessing on us, and with us mourn their dead — our dead — the dead 
of the Army of the James. Not a few of our dead were of those 
who were esteemed and highly honored while living, rather than 
of those who won a good name only by falling in a holy cause. 
The best blood of the choicest families in all the land, mingled 
with the blood of the humbler and less noted, yet not the less 
noble and worthy citizens of the republic, on the hard-fought 
fields from the Potomac to the Rio Grande, from the orange 
groves of Florida to the mountain fastnesses of East Tennessee, 
and from Bull Eun to Appomattox Court House, where the bat- 
talions of this organization won their dearly bought and honorable 
name. And our dead fell not alone in the crash of battle, on 
the high places of the field, on the lonely outpost, the picket 
station, or the thin skirmish line, but some of them went home 
only to expire in the arms of friends, wasted away in the hospital. 
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while yet others died of disease or. starvation in the gloomy 
prison-pens of the enemy. And everywhere, living as patriots and 
falling as soldiers, thev were noble and true, and " faithful unto 
death." 

Brave General Bimey, who raised himself from the sick-bed, to 
mount his horse and once more lead out the old Tenth Corps, to 
successful battle against an advancing foe, and then when victory 
was dearly won, dropped down to die of the disease which had 
already fastened on him its icy grasp. 

General Strong, the soldier of so bright a record, and of so high, 
rich promise, falling in th« hand-to-hand struggle on the deadly 
parapet, while by his side went down Colonel Shaw, the martyred 
embodiment of a sublime principle, the self-sacrificing representa- 
tive of a great idea; the cultured Putnam and the chivalrous 
Chatfield, gallant Tom Stevenson, hardly more than a mere boy in 
years, while already a veteran in high achievement, beloved by 
his command as he was trusted by his commanders. 

Generals Burnham of Maine and Howell of Pennsylvania, two 
good soldiers and true, yet how unlike. One, the sturdy old lum- 
berman, the other, the courtly gentleman of the olden time. Who 
knowing Burnham can think of him without recalling his dying 
characteristic order at Chaffin's Bluff— ''Heave out your skirmish- 
ers there. Boom ahead and sock 'em;" or who of Howell's 
friends will forget his equally characteristic response, to the men 
who were digging him out from beneath the ruin^of Gillmore's 
signal tower on Morris Island, where he had been buried under 
its falling timbers, when the bursting shell scattered it into frag- 
ments — " Thank you, gentlemen, thank you ; don't trouble your- 
selves," as he brushed away the dust from his coat-sleeve, and sunk 
into unconsciousness from his terrible injuries. And Bell, and 
Dutton, and Moore, and Plympton, and Spofford, and Burpee, 
and Converse, and a host of others. How their gallant forms 
pass by us in memory's review. " Poor fellows, they all die ! " 
said our noble General Stedman in the Petersburg trenches, but a 
few days before he also fell in death, and this thought was often " 
in other minds, I am sure. I vividly recall how from before Pe- 
tersburg I rode over one morning, at the request of my loved 
friend and tent-mate, the knightly soldier, to bear a message to 
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General Howell's division headquarters. There I met the courtly 
general, and Lieutenant-Colonel Weld of his staff, and from them I 
learned that my loved brother, Lieutenant-Colonel Trumbull, had 
just left their quarters for Broadway Lauding. It seemed but a 
few days — the time was indeed brief— before Major Camp, for 
whom I bore that message, was dead; General Howell, to whose 
quarters I took it, was dead ; Colonel Weld, whom I met there, 
was dead ; my loved brother, of whom we talked, was dead ; and 
I stood alone among the dead, of that well-remembered group. 

But it is not alone in the starred names of the gallant otficers, 
that the dead of the Army of the James are to be remembered 
and honored. In the mass of the dead enlisted men of our army, 
we find the embodiment of every virtue we would praise, and 
every trait we could commend. Ah, the dear, brave soldier boys, 
who so cheerfully laid down their lives, with no inspiring hope of 
earthly gain or posthumous fame, dying as they had lived, in 
obedience to the demands of their country and the call of God. 
How can we ever sufficiently honor the memory of those most 
uncommon common-soldiers, who died for the government in our 
recent war with rebellion. That boy of General Plaisted's and 
Major Adams' regiment, who fell in the skirmish line in that fight 
— ^which General Foster and others will remember — of the 27th 
July, 1864, on the north bank of the James — Strawberry Plains 
we called the place ! Every man of our handful counted then as 
ten, and our brave boys knew it. One of them fell mortally 
wounded, and as General (then Colonel) Plaisted saw him, lying 
gasping for breath under the burning rays of that midsummer 
san^ he said to those near him, " Take up Toothaker and carry 
him back to the hospital." — " No, no," said the dear soldier, 
" that would only take two men away from the front where every 
man is needed now. I can just as well die here." And there he 
died. Can we forget him ? 

It was about that time that on a Sunday, as I was moving 
among the company tents of my regiment, I found a soldier boy 
crying in homesickness for lack of a letter from mother or sister. 
He seemed too boyish for a place in the ranks of a regiment in 
the field. But only a few weeks went by before our regiment 
stood in battle line, on the 7th of October, the fight in which 



38 SPEECH OF CHAPLAIN K CLAY TRUMBULL. 

General Birney spent his last strength, and as the enemy was 
pouring his fire directly in our faces at scarce a pistol-shot dis- 
tance, that frail boy, just in from a night of severe picket duty, 
while fighting manfully, was shot directly through his body and 
fell in his tracks. Lifting himself up, with full consciousness of 
his mortal wound, he uttered never a whimper or a groan, but, 
tearing off his equipments to gain the breath he struggled for, he 
looked along the line of unwavering veterans and called out in 
cheering, inspiriting tones : — " Fire away, boys ! Fire away ! " and 
then dropped back to die — his mission accomplished, his last 
strength used for his imperilled country. Shall not such a man's 
memory be honored ? 

Ah 1 my friends, I have seen our comrades die. I have leaned 
over them on the beach or in the trench. They have fallen by 
my side at the battle's front. I have been by them in their last 
hours in the gloomy prison hospital. I have taken many a dying 
message from them to those whom they loved, and I can bear 
hearty and intelligent testimony to their bravery, their patriotism, 
their unselfishness and their worth. God knows I honor their 
memories. My best words in their praise must be feeble and in- 
sufficient. But it behooves us not to be gloomy over the graves 
of our fellows. They were willing to die. They fell that the 
race might rise. But we must remember their mission and be 
mindful of their dying desires. They finished their part in the 
contest ; but they left work for us, their survivors, to perform. 
Let us not neglect or ignore it. What they fought for, we must 
consider sacred as their memories. In all our love for, or service 
of, the country to which they gave their energies and their lives, 
we must consider their purposes, and think and speak and act as 
we believe they would, and would have us to, were they still by 
our sides. 

And of their unflinching loyalty, their self-forgetful patriotism, 
their zeal and gallantry and faithfulness, their nobility of soul, 
and their every personal virtue, "Lord, keep our memories green.'* 

The President then presented a private letter from Gen. Q. A. 
Gillmore, in which he stated that he had started for Boston to at- 
tend the reunion, when he was called away by important business. 
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He sent his wannest wishes to all his comrades-in-arms. The letter 
was received with applause, after which the Chairman expressed 
his regrets also, at the absence of Gen. Weitzel, and called upon 
Col. Graves, of his staff, who was heartily greeted and who read 
the following letter : — 

LETTEB FBOM GEN. GODFKEY WETIZEL. 

"Cincinnati, Ohio, Aug. 29, 1869. 

To the Officers cmd Soldiers of the Army of the James : 

Dear Comrades— I regret to be compelled at the last moment 
to inform you, that it will be impossible for me to attend your re- 
union on Wednesday next. 

I had looked forward with anticipations of the greatest pleasure 
to this meeting, and my disappointment is now correspondingly 
great. 

I hope that you will have so much pleasure en this occasion, 
that these meetings will be repeated, and that at the next one it 
will be my good fortune to be present. 

Truly your friend, 

G. WEITZEL, 
Major of Engineers and Brev. Maj. Gen. U. S. A." 

The President then alluded with regrets to the absence of Gen. 
Gibbon, and called upon a member of his staff, Capt. Male, for- 
merly an officer of the Army of the James, who had come from five 
hundred miles beyond the Mississippi to attend the reunion, to 
respond to the following toast :^— 

" The late Comma/nder of the Twenty fourth Army Corps^ Major- 
General John Gibbon,^^ 



RESPOliTSE OF BREVET MAJOR WILLIAM H. MALE. 

I am indeed deeply sensible of the great honor conferred, in being 
called upon to respond to this toast ; we all know and love so well 
the splendid soldier late commanding the Twenty-fourth Army 
Corps, that words of mine could add nothing to our happy remem- 
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brances of him. A few days ago, I had the pleasure of seeing Gen. 
Gibbon at his home in Dakotah. In parting from him to attend 
this meeting, he said : " Express to all those dear friends my sin- 
cere regrets at not being able to meet with them this time. Give 
to them my kindest regards (applause), my best wishes for the per- 
fect success of the reunion." Gen. Sherman, at the same time and 
place, expressed gratification that the " Army of the James " was 
to have a reunion ; adding the hope that at some time, not far 
distant, all the armies of the Union might meet together in this 
social, happy manner. (Applause.) 

The President then said that they had with them one of their 
own number, who, since the war had been honored as Governor 
of his native State, but whose patriotism was broad enough to 
embrace every State, and every citizen of the Union, and called 
upon Major-General Hawley, of Connecticut, to respond to the 

Fifth Sentiment — " The Officers and Soldiers of all the Armies 
of the Uniorij who haA)e done faithful service in her caitse.^^ 

General Hawley was received with enthusiastic cheering. 



KESPONSE OF BKEY. MAJOR-GENEKAL JOSEPH R HAWLEY. 

General Hawley said it was perhaps not quite proper for him to 
tell them why he was so abominably hoarse. He should address 
them with considerable diflSculty ; but if they could endure it, he 
could assure them it was not painful to him. He was surprised 
in the afternoon to learn that be must respond to this toast. He had 
just come away from a superfluity of speaking, and was surfeited 
with it, and certainly did not wish to make another speech that 
day, to his brothers of the Army of the James. 

He recognized all who fought under the flag of our Union as his 
comrades, whether they belonged to the Army of the Cumberland, 
the Tennessee, or the James. It was all our fight and our glory. 
We love all who fought for the good cause, and we love the flag 
we fought under. We are willing to die for it ; thousands have 
died for it ; and, God helping, we will die for it in the future if 
need be. (Applause.) All who fought for the one old flag, one 
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country and one Union, one cause of liberty, are our comrades, 
and we welcome them as such. ^ 

He spoke of the disbanding of the large army, how it was 
subdivided into corps and posts and subdivisions and brigades, of 
how meetings were called for the purpose. He also reviewed the 
course of the army under the different Generals, from Bull Run 
down to the closing act at Appomattox Court House ; all the men 
who had fought for the dear old flag, for the one country, the one 
Union, and the one cause of liberty, he called his comrades and 
brothers. Would to God, he added, that all tho^e men could 
be got together within the sound of one man's voice, to send up 
their prayers of thankfulness for the victories they had gained. 
All honor to the men who had fought for their country. All 
honor to the men who had died for the Republican cause, who 
had fought for it, or were still working for it, wherever they came, 
whatever their nationality or color. (Cheers.) We honor them 
all, and we feel proud ourselves. All who now work for the 
perpetuation of our republican government, whatever their creed, 
color, or nationality, he recognized as his comrades. Thousands 
had died that our country might live, and we should be true to 
their memories. They helped carry us through our greatest 
struggle, and now we must make sure the fruits of their sacrifice. 
Our greatest work is over, and now we must encounter the minor 
difficulties in the way. People talk of the burden of our taxes, 
and of the national debt. We shall shoulder the latter as easily 
as our soldiers shouldered their knapsacks. People talk about little 
troubles and annoyances, but what were they, compared to the 
great trouble the nation had gone through! They had fought 
for the liberty of all men, and they would fight for it yet. Gen. 
Hawley concluded his speech by a remark, that in the reunion 
then being held, they were renewing their fidelity to the Union 
and to liberty. 

At the close of General Hawley's remarks, which were loudly 
applauded, the band played the " Red, White, and Blue," after 
which the President proposed the 

Sixth Sentiment — ^' The Dimaion whose gleaming lines harred 
the last avenue for the escape of Z^," 
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and left it to the Society to decide whose was meant. One 
officer shouted the name of Turner, which was heartily greeted, 
while others called for General K. S. Foster, who was loudly 
cheered. To harmonize the generous rivalry of praise, the Presi- 
dent called for the company to rise and give the two a round of 
cheers, which was done with a will, after which General Foster was 
introduced, and made an eloquent speech, of which the following 
is a brief abstract : — 

RESPONSE OP BREVET MAJOR-GENERAL ROBERT S. FOSTER. 

General Foster rose amid great cheering. He spoke of the origin 
of the reunion of the officers of the Army of the James in Boston, 
and said he very rashly consented to accompany them. He 
had never been guilty, in the whole course of his life, of making 
a speech, and he was not going to make one now. He need not 
tell them of the pleasure it afforded him, and a few others from 
the far West, to meet his old brother officers. They had met with 
a view to commemorate and continue those feelings which bound 
them together, and also to renew those sacred ties of friendship 
which had sprung up, and were so common among soldiers. And 
while the Chairman was recounting the scenes and actions of the 
Army of the James, they could again in their minds hear the 
whistle of the bullets and the scream of shells ; it was certainly 
more comfortable than to have the reality. The speaker con- 
cluded by narrating his connection with the Army of the James, 
and the manner in which the latter was organized. 

At the close of General Foster's speech, which elicited loud ap- 
plause, 

BREVET MAJOR-GENERAL JOHN W. TURNER. 

was called for, and was greeted very heartily. He responded in 
a few words expressive of his pleasure in again welcoming his 
comrades in arms, and took his seat amid loud cheering. 
The President then proposed the 

Seventh Sentiment — "7%^ State of Massaclvasetts^ and the Jiealth 
of his EcceUency the Ocycemor^^ 
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whose absence he regretted. The sentiment was heartily received. 
He also stated that they were honored with the presence of the 
Chief Magistrate of Boston, who, by his learning, has contributed 
in a most valuable degree to the history of the city, and who has 
rendered a far richer contribution to the country, when he gave 
to it two noble sons, one a captain in the Army of the James, then 
present with them, and the other who sleeps on the bloody field 
of Cedar Mountain. He had great pleasure in presenting his 
Honor Mayor Shurtleff, who was received with loud applause, and 
responded as follows to the 

Eighth Sentiment. — '' Prosperity to the City of Boston^ and the 
health of his Honor the Mayor. ^^ 

RESPONSE OF MAYOR NATHANIEL B. SHURTLEFF. 

Mb. President : The present occasion, I am well aware, is not 
for me, but belongs to the gallant soldiers present with you this 
evening, who have most faithfully served their country in its 
greatest need, upon the battle-fields of the James. They have 
returned to their homes laden with honors, and I, and others, are 
burdened with obligations to them, for their risks of health and 
life, and for severe hardships undergone in defence of the liberties 
of our country. I cannot, nevertheless, allow the opportunity to 
pass, without thanking you for the respect paid the city of Boston 
this evening, by yourself and associates. Believing as I do in all 
commemorative associations, I trust that this of yours will be con- 
ducive to your personal comfort and future welfare. You have 
my best wishes for your success. (Applause.) 

Ninth Sentiment. — " 7%e Army of the United States, and the 
health of the General Comrrumding^'* 

Three cheers were given for General Grant ; and General Vog- 
des, on being called upon, spoke as follows : — 

RESPONSE OF BREY. BRIGADIER-GENERAL ISRAEL VOGDES, 

U. S. A. 

Mb. Pbesident and Comrades of the Army of the James : I 
can truly say that I came utterly unprepared to make a speech. 
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and I thought I should escape the ordeal. I have been suffering 
all day from sickness ; still, as the President has called on me, I 
will endeavor to comply with his request, especially as I deem it 
to be the duty of the soldier never to forsake or neglect his duty. 
I should like to know why I am called upon to speak for General 
Grant ? He never speaks himself (laughter), and perhaps I shall 
say something which will render me liable to be tried by court- 
martial, for speaking disrespectfully of my superior officer. (Loud 
laughter.) My acquaintance with General Grant began many 
years ago at West Point, and I well remember, and that with 
great pleasure, that I aided in forming the mind of a man destined 
to lead armies to victory, and a lover of justice, of liberty, and of 
equality. (Applause.) I offer you, as a sentiment — Our Country : 
no weapon that is formed against her shall prosper, and every 
tongue that rises in judgment against her she shall condemn. 
(Loud cheers.) 

At the conclusion of General Vogdes' remarks, the President 
said, that as we had heard from one who had been the instructor 
of General Grant, he would call up Major-General Gordon, who 
had been his fellow-student. 
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Mr. President and Gentlemen : I agree with the gentleman 
on my left (Gen. Hawley), that we may claim as comrades all 
who have borne their part in the late warfare for our national 
salvation, and I may also claim for myself, that nowhere in the 
length and breadth of our land, can I look in the faces of our sol- 
diers, without feeling that I am lifted up in the light of the noble 
action, of the noble men, who have rescued their country from 
destruction. 

In rising to respond to the great name which I am sure we all 
delight to honor, while I recognize in Gen. Grant another of the 
noble citizens of the United States, who offered his all for the sal- 
vation of his country, I may call him, too, by the endearing name 
of comrade. 
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How shall I speak of Gen. Grant? How shall I find words to 
tell you of that calmness and self-possession, with which he bore 
upon his shoulders the destinies of our country, carrying us from 
victory to victory, as unmoved by his successes, as we by the most 
ordinary and trifling incidents that befall us? 

How shall I tell you of him, who was equal to every occasion, 
who inspired his troops and his people with that belief in our 
success, which in his own heart never wavered, however dark the 
cloud that lowered upon us ; how shall I speak of him, whom the 
people have nominated as their candidate for the highest office in 
our Government, thus showing that they repose in him, in peace, 
the same confidence that his soldiers felt in time of war ? 

Of Gen. Grant's earlier life I can say but a single word now. 
He was one of that little band known before the war as the old 
army, scarce numbering sixteen thousand men, but whose victories 
and magnificent achievements, have illustrated the annals of our 
country for almost three-quarters of a century. I can go still further 
back in the early life of Gen. Grant, and recall him as a cadet at 
the National Military Academy. I can well remember the calm- 
ness and pluck which he always manifested in his young life, and 
the conviction that I then felt, in looking into that impassible 
face, that if God spared his life, he would be great among the 
greatest of his countrymen. 

. The scenes you have presented here to-night, remind me of the 
clcfeing iiours of the rebellion, when our great chieftain sat quietly 
in front of his tent on the Potomac. Before him, his army con- 
fronting the rebel lines ; around him, senators, foreign ministers, 
and distinguished gentlemen from all parts of the country; — upon 
such an occasion, in an anxious hour like this, not for a moment 
was his true heart in gloom or distrust ; not for an instant was his 
temper ruffled or disturbed ; receiving despatches from the front 
of momentous import, he retired for a moment, only to return 
and engage as pleasantly in conversation, as if no responsibility 
for the safety of a nation rested upon him. 

Recalling these scenes, I may say, that I believe the character, 
the achievements of Gen. Grant, entitle him to a place in that 
plane of greatness, to. which it pleases our Almighty Father to 
elevate some member of the human race. 
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I am thankful to God that He has preserved Gen. Grant, that 
he may in the future, as in the past, do his part in lifting up still 
higher in the rank of nations, his country and his countrymen. 
(Loud cheers.) 

The President then said, that they had with them an officer of 
high rank in the Navy, who had often acted in co-operation with 
the troops of which the Army of the James was afterwards in part 
composed, and who had rendered the name he bore illustrious in 
the second generation, in the annals of naval warfare, and called 
upon Commodore John Rodgers, U. S. Navy, to respond to the 

Tenth Sentiment : " 7%e Navy of the United States^ which hm 
done its work on the sea^ as gaUantly as our armies ha/ce done 
theirs on the landP 

Commodore Rodgers on rising was greeted with loud cheers. 

EESPONSE OF COMMODORE JOHN RODGERS, U. S. N. 

Commodore Rodgers in responding said, that his vocation in the 

war was on the sea, as that of the others was on the land. Their 

recollections perhaps, could not accompany liim in anything he 

might have seen, and he felt on this occasion his utter inability to 

respond in an appropriate manner. 

. • 
Gen. Hawley said, he could not let this sentiment go without a 

passing word. He had seen much of the work of our navy, and 
he called for three cheers for it, which were given with a will. 

The President then said, that they had with them an officer from 
whom all had been impatient to hear, and under whom many had 
served, at the time they were immediately engaged in co-operation 
with the navy, and called upon Maj. Gen. John G. Foster, who on 
rising was greeted with the warmest applause, and spoke as fol- 
lows : — 

RESPONSE OF MAJOR-GENERAL JOHN G. FOSTER. 

Mb. President and Fellow-Soldiees : Called upon suddenly as I 
am to perform an unaccustomed duty, I know you will readily ex- 
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case me if I fail to express appropriately the thoughts and feelings 
that come rushing to my mind, or to find apt words in which to 
return my thanks, for the hearty manner in which, you have been 
pleased to greet my name. In the plain language of a soldier, I 
thank you for it ; and this the more heartily, for the reason that I 
was in another field of service when those great and glorious deeds 
were performed by you, which will make the name of the Army of 
the James illustrious through all time. 

Standing here, I yet feel myself no stranger among you ; for I 
hold it among my pleasant memories that from time to time, and 
in different fields, nearly all of tlie troops constituting your army 
were associated with me, and a large proportion of them under 
my immediate command. If I miss on this occasion, the honor 
and glory of having shared with you in your later, and more bril- 
liant achievements, yet I esteem it no slight satisfaction to recur, as 
now I do, to the work performed by me in organizing, educating, 
and perfecting, so many of the splendid regiments that afterwards 
helped to win a name for your army. I remember the Eighteenth 
Corps — a corps resplendent from victories won at Petersburg and 
Fort Harrison; a corps heroic in its devotion at Cold Harbor — was 
first organized by me in North Carolina ; that I gave what assist- 
tance and encouragement I could, in bringing forward into active 
service those troops, which afterwards, as the Twenty-fifth Corps 
of the Army of the James, overcame the last prejudice against 
them, by their unsurpassed bravery and good conduct in carrying 
the Newmarket Heights. 

I would be glad to go further, and mention by name some of 
the many of your oflicei-s who served under me, and whose 
genius for arms I early detected, and which the later campaigns 
brought to the notice of the whole country, but time will not per- 
mit me to perform this pleasant duty. 

I believe I am expected to say a word for the Navy. It needs 
no word of commendation from me, and yet I cannot refrain from 
expressing here the willing and gallant manner in which it always 
performed the part assigned it, when acting in co-operation with 
me on the Virginia and North Carolina coast ; and I will now 
close by saying, that your sentiment expresses not only my own 
convictions, but the convictions of the whole country. It has per- 
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formed its duty on the sea, as gallantly as our armies have perform- 
ed theirs on the land. 

Eleventh Sentiment. — ^^The enlisted men of the Army — they 
ha/oe endured the greater ffiare of the burdens of the war : let 
them sha/re freely in every Jtonor aUo.^^ 

Col. Bruce was called upon to respond. 

KESPONSE OF BREY. LIEUTENANT-COLONEL GEORGE A. BRUCE, 

13th N. H. vols. 

Mr. Pbesident and Combades: Meeting here as we do to-night, 
as an association of the officers of one of the great armies which 
has made for itself a name and a history during our recent 
struggle for national existence, it is eminently wise and fitting 
that we should recall and recognize the services of those who, 
under us, endured the heat and burden of the war, and by whose 
valor, the victory was finally secured — the great third estate of 
the army. 

There is a truth in the sentiment that has just been read, which 
we all have had innumerable occasions to witness, and which, as 
men worthy of having been officers, we are most ready and wil- 
ling to acknowledge. Being surrounded by those possessed of 
equal knowledge with myself, it seems hardly necessary for me to 
indicate the heavy burdens so patiently endured by the enlisted 
men, from which we, in whole or in part, were exempt — the long 
and tedious marches under the weight of knapsack and of gun ; 
the thousand calls for labor at every halt | the building and po- 
licing of camps ; the construction of endless fortifications ; and 
then that weary, trying, and ever-returning duty of standing 
guard for the safety of the army, by night and by day, in sun- 
shine and in storm ; and when we recall the faithful manner in 
which these and all other duties were met and performed, we may 
well say in the language of the sentiment, " Let them share freely 
in every honor also." 

It is impossible for us to separate the great work of the soldier 
from the great work of the officer. The exploits of the one, are 
the exploits of the other; the heroic deeds of the one, are mingled 
with the heroic deeds of the other. They cannot be divided. 
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Speaking for the enlisted men, I can say with trutlj, that they 
constituted the proudest and best army, that ever trod the soil of 
either continent. For intelligence, patriotism, bravery, and de- 
votion to the cause of their country, they have never been equalled 
by the soldiery of any age, or any nation. They were our fellow- 
citizens at home, representatives of every class and every calling 
— ^tillers of the soil, workers of wood and brass and iron, mem- 
bers of all the learned professions, — young men fresh from our 
schools and colleges, those we were accustomed to look to with 
respect in all the many and varied walks of life — men whom a 
noble and disinterested love for the dear old flag that had been 
rudely assailed, bore away from pleasant homes and happy fire- 
sides to encounter the untold hardships of war. The pages of 
all history cannot boast of brighter examples of devotion, than 
the records of our recent strife will show on the part of our en- 
listed men ; for there is no devotion purer or brighter, than that 
when men offer up their lives, without hope of honor or fame, 
that their fellow-men may live more free. 

The lines we were compelled to draw for the time between ofli- 
cers and men were only temporary lines — they are now almost 
entirely forgotten ; and I can remember moments, when, in the 
heat of the strife, the private soldier raised himself to an equality 
with his commanding officer, by the display of the noblest quali- 
ties belonging to our nature. And I will appeal to you, Mr. 
President, to say whether or not, for the time, you did not look 
with equal pride on the soldier and the oflicer, when, on the 29th 
of September, the division which you had the honor to command, 
moved with even step and fearless nerve to the attack, and paused 
not, until its flags floated in triumph from the crests of Fort Har- 
rison. I appeal to the gallant commander of the Tenth Corps to 
say, whether for the moment, he did not forget the distinction be^ 
tween the sword and the musket, when those long lines of glitter- 
ing steel, backed by long lines of heroic hearts, crossed the deadly 
sands in front of Fort Fisher, and crowned the name of Terry 
with an immortalitv of fame. 

And not only we, but our states, our cities, and our towns, fol- 
low the sentiment expressed in the toast, not only in giving place 
and honor to the living, but in preserving and honoring the mem- 

4: 
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ory of the dead. Side by side, on the mouumentB which a thank- 
ful people are erecting over the graves of our nation's defenders, 
we read the names of the soldier and his commander, just as side 
by side, they fell in the thickness of the fight. They sleep, too, 
side by side, in a perfect equality, the common sleep of death, 
beneath the soil where they fought so well, on every field from the 
Potomac to the Gulf. We have all shared a common danger, and 
to the living and the dead, let us always give a common honor. 

I will close, by repeating a happily-expressed tribute to the 
memory of the private soldiers of all the armies, who have given 
their lives to the cause of their country, and which equally well 
expresses our sense of the loss, and our honor to the memory, of 
those once associated with us in the duties of command : — 

" Scattered on Southern fields they lie, 
Where tropic breezes gently sigh ; 
Under the shade of orange tree, 
Upon the fields of Olustee ; 
Or on the sandy drifts that pile 
The barren waste of Morris' Isle ; 
Buried in melancholy lines 
Among the swamps of Seven Pines. 
And hundreds more, half-buried still, 
On slopes of Gaines' and Malvern Hill; 
Lying beneath the waving grain 
On broad Manassas' war-scarred plain ; 
Scattered 'mong gloomy woods that dress 
The lone haunts of the Wilderness; 
Adown the Mississippi's coast. 
Among the winding bayous lost; 
Or with a nation's tears interred 
In thy great tomb, Gettysburg. 
Rest^ ye brave men, where'er ye lie I 
Your valor brought us victory. 
Green be the sod above your graves. 
O'er which your flag in triumph waves ; 
Green be your memory that lives 
With all the brightness valor gives; 
Hallowed by nation saved from wreck; 
Hallowed by friends your graves shall deck ; 
Hallowed by patriotic men, 
Orator's tongue and poet's pen ; 
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But doubly hallowed here by us 
Who mourn our battle-comrades' loss ; 
Though in uncoffined graves ye lie, 
Ye are of those not bom to die.** 

At the conclusion of Colonel Bruce's remarks, the President 
said that this sentiment, like others which had been given, de- 
served more than a simple response, and called upon General 
Plaisted. 



EESPONSE OF BREV. MAJOR-GENERAL HARRIS M. PLAISTED 
Colonel 11th Mb. Vols. 

Mb. Pbesident : In responding to your call, I feel very sensibly 
my inability to speak, in fitting terms, of the brave men by whom 
our battles were fought, our victories won, and our country saved. 
]!fo words of mine can express our appreciation of their exalted 
merit. No tongue or pen can now do them justice. Their valor 
and their devotion will be the theme of the historian, the orator, 
and poet, for centuries to come. We know, indeed, that " theirs 
was the greater share of the burdens of the war," and freely do 
we concede to them '' the greater share of the honors." In call- 
ing to mind their heroic and patriotic virtues, we forget that we 
were more than spectators — witnesses merely of their sacrifices, 
their valor, and their deeds. With what patient endurance, with 
what heroic constancy, they bore their hardships as good soldiers, 
and all for country's sake. All men are heroes when victorious. 
It was in adverse and desperate emergencies that the great quali- 
ties of our soldiers were most conspicuous. Battles were fought 
in a day, that in Europe would have terminated a campaign, 
followed by battles daily for a week — a week of great battles, 
without decisive results, which in the great wars of history would 
have decided the fate of nations ; and yet, with ranks terribly 
thinned, our men still faced the enemy with all the valor and 
determination of victorious troops. This was more than great 
soldiership ; it was something wonderful. All the world won- 
dered because it knew not the men of the republic, their intelli- 
gence and patriotism, and their high resolve that if the republic 
must perish, they would not survive it. It was the intelligence 
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and patriotism of the enlisted ilien, that distinguished our armies 
from all the armies of the old world. What sliall we say of the 
patriotism and devotion of the re-enlisted veterans, the tens of 
thousands of them, who, after experiencing the hardships and 
dangers of the service for nearly three years, then and there, in the 
field, re-enlisted for three years longer, or during the war ? The 
spirit of these veterans was well expressed, by the reply I heard 
one of them make to his comrade, who, about to be mustered out 
with his regiment, asked the veteran if he did not then wish he 
had not re-enlisted, so he might go home with his regiment: 
" iT^," said he ; 'Td rather re-enlist for twenty years than tfuit 
our folks should give up the Oovemment.'^^ Those bronzed and 
$carred veterans felt their country's need of them. They knew 
that none but veterans could successfully meet the veterans of 
the rebel armies. Hence, their country's call was to them as the 
voice of God ; and there was no other post of duty for them but 
the post of danger, so long as the republic was in danger. 

It was long before our armies found a leader who knew what 
they could do, and how they might be trusted. The faith which 
General Grant had in their intelligence and patriotism, was what 
most distinguished him,. and was the true secret of his great suc- 
cess. General Sherman said, he believed General Grant to be as 
brave, patriotic, and just as his great prototype, Washington, and 
as unselfish and honest as a man should be ; but that his chief 
characteristic was the simple faith he always manifested in his 
army — a faith which he could liken to nothing else than the faith 
of the Christian in his Saviour. This " simple faith " of General 
Grant — this secret of his success — where did he learn it? Not at 
West Point ; not in the army — for the same confidence he mani- 
fested at Belmont and Donelson, as at Yicksburg and The Wilder- 
ness. He learned it in that great school of Democracy, the West, 
not as a soldier, but as a civilian, in his intercourse with his intel- 
ligent and patriotic fellow-citizens. He knew their intelligence 
and love of country, and that those qualities were to be relied on, 
to make up for any lack of experience in the field, or deficiency 
in drill and discipline. Hence there was no delay with him, no 
unreadiness. He ''moved im^mediately on the enemy* s works^'^ 
with his " raw militia," and they never failed him. This was his 
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strategy, and his men comprehended it, and, terrible as it was, 
they realized its necessity. I once heard a private soldier sum 
up the whole policy of General Grant in four words. He was 
passing through Philadelphia with his regiment, on the eve of 
the Presidential election of 1864, after his three years' service. 
Beset by the Philadelphians, men and women, to vote for "Little 
Mac," he said, " No, he should voje for old Abe." " A vote for 
old Abe," said one, " will be a vote for that butcher, Grant." 
With great vehemence the soldier replied, " Orant is right. We 
voM^i fight 'em ! we must fight 'em'! ! we must fight 'em ! I ! " Who 
shall say that General Grant was better comprehended by any of 
his staff, than by this soldier of the ranks? General Grant was 
but the true representative and worthy commander of the common 
soldiers, if they may be called common soldiers, of the republic. 
Permit me Mr. President, in closing to offer 

This Sentiment — " They were ov/r best Officers, who best appre- 
ciated, and reposed most confidence, in the Citizen Soldiers of 
the MepuUic,^^ 

At this point, General Hawley announced, that by the tenor of 
their resolutions, every man who had been in the Army of the 
James should be made welcome on this occasion, and he had by 
accident discovered near him a former private in the Army of 
the James. He then proposed three cheers for Private Sullivan, 
13th New Hampshire Volunteers, which were heartily given. 

Twelfth Sentiment — " The Colored Troops of the Army of 
the James, By thei/r valor, they proved themselves worthy of 
the Liberty for which they foughtP 

General Hinks was called upon to respond. 



RESPONSE OF BREV. MAJOR-OENERAL EDWARD W. HINKS. 

General Hinks said, that although he had been called upon 
late in the evening, he was happy to say that these troops were 
never late in responding to the call of duty. He had not forgot- 
ten the bravery of the Division under him on that memorable 4:th 
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of May, 1864, and he could .not prevent liis mind recurring to 
the glories of that day. 

The General's remarks were replete with stin-ing reminders of 
the noble patriotism of the colored troops, and his response was 
received with the heartiest applause. 

The President then said, that although in the sentiments here- 
tofore given, every officer aUd soldier had been remembered, yet, 
some occupied so peculiar a relation to the Army, as to deserve 
a separate mention, and proposed the 

Thirteenth Sentiment—" The Foreigrirbom Soldiers of the 
Arony. On every hattle-field they proved themsel/oes children 
hy hl'Ood^ as well as children hy adoption^ of the coimtry of their 

^ choice^^ 

The President called upon Gen. M. T. Donohoe, whose conspicu- 
ous gallantry at Fort Harrison won for him the applause of all. 

BREVET BRIGADIER-aENERAL MICHAEL T. DONOHOB, 
COL. 10th N. H. Vols., 

briefly responded, eulogizing the brave deeds of the Irish soldiery 
upon many battle-fields, and especially their valor at Fort Harri- 
son, Va. 

Fourteenth Sentiment — " The Congress of the United States?'* 

In oflfering this sentiment the President expressed his regret 
that 

BREVET BRIGADIER-aENERAL A. F. STEVENS, 
COL. 13th N. H, Vols., 

of Nashua, New Hampshire, had not found it convenient to be 
present as expected. 
The President here read a letter from 

BREVET MAJOR-GENERAL N. MARTIN CURTIS, 

in which he expressed his regret at not being able to be present, 
(Three times three cheers were given for General Curtis.) 
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Three cheers were called for, an^ given with a will, for 
BREVET MAJOR-GENERAL GEORGE J. STANNARD, 

of Vermont, who commanded a Division in the Eighteenth Corps, 
and who lost an arm in the service. 

Loud and prolonged cheers were also given, for 

" The LiUle IrmMan,'' 

BREVET MAJOR-GENERAL ADELBERT AMES, U. S. A., 

the last Commander of the Tenth Corps, but who was more inti- 
mately identified with the Second Division of that Corps, which 
he gallantly and victoriously led in the deadly assault upon Fort 
Fisher, N. C, gaining one of the most glorious and important 
successes of the war, and achieving for himself and troops imper- 
ishable renown. 

His unavoidable aljsence was universally regretted. 

BREVET BRIGADIER-GENERAL JAMES SHAW, JR., 
COL. 7th U. S. C. T., 

was loudly called ftr, and briefly spoke of the pride and pleasure 
with which he recalled his association in the war with the Colored 
Troops. 

" The Staff Departmfient of the Army of the Janies^'^ brought 

COLONEL CHARLES E. FULLER, A. Q. M. CHIEF QUARTER-MASTER 
ARMY OF THE JAMES, 

to his feet, who briefly responded, and concluded by a sentiment 
complimentary to the Quartermaster's Department of the Army. 

The President announced that Generals Henry W. Benham and 
John G. Foster, of the U. S. Engineers, each placed their yachts 
at the disposal of those gentlemen of the Army of the James, who 
might remain in town during the following day, and might wish 
to visit the harbor and the islands therein. 

A sentiment to " The Signxxl Corjpa^'^ was responded to by 

CAPTAIN FISHER, SIGNAL CORPS U. S. A. 
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The Society finally separatee^ at a late hour, amid cheers and 
music, having enjoyed a reunion, which, in point of numbers, 
considering the size of the Army, and for cordiality and inter- 
change of good fellowship, has never been surpassed, and seldom, 
equalled, by any of the associations of the armies of the late war. 



THE END. 




' A copy of this Report is sent to each member of the Society. A limited 
number of additional copies wiU be forwarded upon application to the Treasurer. 
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Article 1. The name of this association shall be the Society" 
OF THE Abmy of THE James ; and said Society shall include all 
officers and enlisted men who have served with honor in the Army 
of the James, or in any organization which at any time formed a 
portion of that army. Honorary members may be elected from» 
officers who have served with distinction in armies of the United 
States. * 

Article 2. The object of this society shall be to preserve the- 
memory of the fortunes and achievements of the Army of the- 
James ; to perpetuate the bonds of comradeship among its sur- 
viving members ; to cherish the memory of those who have fallen,, 
and by every means to cultivate and foster a pure and patriotic- 
devotion to the service of the country. 

Article 3. For the purpose of effecting these objects, the society^ 
shall be organized by the triennial election of a President, five 
Vice-Presidents, a Corresponding Secretary, a Recording Secre- 
tary, a Treasurer, and a Chaplain. The society shall meet trien- 
nially, the time and place of the next reunion to be determined 
by the permanent officers of the society, six months' prior to each 
meeting, due notice thereof being given to the members. All 
members of the society who are prevented by any cause fron> 
personally attending, are expected to notify the Corresponding 
Secretary, and to impart such information in regard to them- 
selves as they may think proper, and as may be of interest to* 
their brethren of the society. 
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I. All meetings of this society shall be opened by prayer to 
Almighty God by a former chaplain of the army, to be selected 
for the occasion by the President of the society. 

II. Every officer and enlisted man desiring to become a mem- 
ber of the society shall, upon signing the Constitution, pay to the 
Treasurer the sum of one dollar as initiation fee, and thereafter 
the sum of two dollars per annum as yearly dues, payable 
:annufelly in advance, 

III. Any member who shall be in arrears for dues for a period 
of three years, shall have his name dropped from the rolls until 
his dues shall be paid, or they be remitted by a vote of the 
society. 

IV. Money for ordinary expenses of the society may be ex- 
pended by the Treasurer, upon the warrant of the President ; all 
other expenses only in pursuance of a vote of the society. 

V. When the place of the next meeting of this society shall be, 
decided upon, the President shall appoint an Executive Commit- 
tee of three members, resident at such place, or contiguous there- 
1k>, whose duty it shall be to make 'all needful preparations and 
:arrangements for such a meeting. 

VI. At such triennial meeting there shall be selected, in such 
manner as the society shall determine, from the members of the 
society, a person to deliver a welcome address at the next trien- 
nial meeting. 

VII. At each meeting of the society, the Treasurer shall make 
:a full report of his receipts and expenditures. 
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The many brilliant deeds of the " Army of the James/' the 
eminence of many who were connected with it, render it almost 
superfluous to give even a sketch of its history. It will be in- 
teresting to many, however, to have a few facts relating to it. 
The "Army of the James" was composed originally of two 
Corps, the Tenth and Eighteenth. A portion of the Tenth Corps 
under Brig. Gen. T. W. Sherman, captured Hilton Head ana 
Beaufort, S. C, fought many fights, and afterwards captured Fort 
Pulaski and the whole of the Atlantic coast of Florida. The 
Eighteenth Corps were originally a portion of the Ninth Corps, 
and under Gen. A. E. Bumside, captured Boanoke Island, New- 
bem, and the coast of North Carolina. When Gen. Bumside 
went to the assistance of Gen. McClellan, the troops left behind 
were afterwards re-enforced by several brigades from the Army 
of the Potomac, and formed the Eighteenth Corps, under Gen. 
John G. Foster. When Gen. Foster went to Hilton Head to 
assist Gen. David Hunter in the reduction of Fort Sumter, he 
took with him a great portion of the Corps. They were after- 
wards made a part of the Tenth Corps, and participated in the 
capture of Morris Island, the bloody assaults on Fort Wagner, 
and the long and tedious siege of Charleston. The continuous 
hard work of months and the constant cannonading were more 
trying and fatal than the battles, with long intervals of rest, of 
the armies in the interior. 

Finally the Tenth Corps, under Gen. Q. A. Gillmore, sailed for 
Fortress Monroe, and, joining the Eighteenth Corps, under Maj. 
Gen. Wm. F. ("Baldy ") Smith, became the "Army of the James," 
and ascended that river under Gen. B. F. Butler, at the same 
time that Gen. Grant started on his great campaign with the 
Army of the Potomac — ^holding the position, a very important 
one, until the arrival of Gen. Grant's Army, when the siege of 
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Petersburg coiumenced. The Army of the James — the Tenth 
Corps, under Maj. Gen. D. D. Birney, and the Eighteenth^ 
under E. O. C. Ord — crossed the James at Deep Bottom^ 
and captured Fort Hdrrison, and a long line of works around 
Bichmond, by assault, losing many men. Gen. Ord waa 
-wounded, and Gen. Birney, by constant exposure, contracted 
a disease that in a few weeks caused his death. After this 
the army was reorganized, the colored troops from the Army 
of the Potomac being joined to those of the Army of the James,, 
and formed the Twenty-fifth Corps, under Brevet Maj. G^n. 
Godfrey Weitzel, while the white troops formed the Twenty- 
fourth Corps, under Gen. Ord. Soon after this a portion of the^ 
troops, under Generals Butler and Weitzel, started on the ex- 
pedition against Fort Fisher, N. C, and returned wiihout accom- 
plishing its object. Gen. Grant sent them again, under Brevet 
Maj. Gen. A. H. Terry, with a more successful result. After 
this the Army of the James participated in the hard fighting 
around Petersburg ; and while Gen. Ord, with a portion of the 
Twenty-fourth Corps, joined in the pursuit of Lee, the Third 
Division (Gen. Devens') of the Twenty-fourth and Kautz'a 
Division of the Twenty-fifth Corps, both under Gen. Weitzel,. 
were left to operate on the north side of the James; and Qen. 
Devens' Division, with a few cavalrymen, had the honor of being 
the first troops to enter Bichmond, April 3, 1865. 

Bttanii ^rietitiid ||ttftii0n. 

On Wednesday, July the 19th, 1871, the Society of the Army of 
the James, held its second triennial reunion, at Apollo Hall^ 
New York. The Hall was placed at the disposal of the Society, 
by General E. Ferrero. About two hundred ex-officers and en- 
listed men were assembled on the occasion to renew old friend- 
ships and recall the memory of their glorious deeds. 

Among the distinguished officers present were — Brevet' Major- 
General Charles Devens, Jr., President of the Society ; Generals 
H. E. Davies, Jr., Charles K. Graham, Israel Vogdes, U. S. A., 



Alonzo Allen, James Stewart, Jr., C. A. Carleton, W. S. Stryker, 
T. E. Lord, S. A. Duncan, E. W. Hinks, W. L. James, E. W. 
Serrell, Q. A. GiUmore, J. Shaw, Jr., S. P. Spear, J. F. Hall, B. 
S. Greeley, U. Doubleday, P. S. Michie, S. H. Roberts. O. L. 
Mann, G. H. Sharpe ; Colonels S. A. Carter, E. McMurdy, J. E. 
McFarlan, W. B. Coan, F. A. Butts, C. E. Macdonald, A. S. Pell, J. 
H. Lawrence, A. B. Mott, J. A. Colvin ; Lieutenant Colonels D. 
W. C. Lewis, G. A. Bruce, N. S. Barnes, H. S. Perkins, N. Folsom', 
E. B. Beath, A. Binney, A. F. Miller, J. M. McDonald, H. D. F. 
Young, F. A. Sawyer; Majors W. S. Diller, David Jones, J. B. 
Bell, S. B. Appleget, W. J. Carlton, W. S. Kisselburgh, H. 0. 
Lockwood, W. Bullard, J. H. Howell, G. W. Cooney, S. DeKay; 
Captains Israel E. Sealey, J. N. Partridge, L. A. Grill, C. Huggins, 
J. L Davenport; Chaplains H. C. Trumbull, W. H Taylor, W. 
H. Thomas; Lieutenant J. B. Livingston, U. S. N. Major- 
General Devens, presided, and Lieutenant-Colonel Bruce was 
Recording Secretary. 

Near the President, sat Generals Duncan and Vogdes, John 
Hay, the poet, and others. Above them were the combined 
devices of the badges of the 10th, 18th, 24th and 25th Corps, and 
Naval Brigade, which composed General Butler's Army of ti^ie 
James. The stage and' candelabra were draped with the national 
flag. The band of the First U. S. Artillery, tendered by General 
Israel Vogdes, performed before and during the intervals of the 
proceedings. Among the attendance were several ex-members 
of the Colored Corps of the Army of the James. A number of 
ladies and military gentlemen occupied the gallery. 

The arrangements for recei^dng the members arriving in this 
City and for holding the meeting and subsequent banquet, were 
<5amed out by the Executive Committee, which consisted of the 
following officers : — General C. K. Graham (Chairman,) General 
O. A. Carleton (Treasurer,) General J. B. Kiddoo, General B. ISjt. 
Hall, Major H. C. Lockwood, Majo» Sydney De Kay, Major f. 
H. Howell and Captain L. A. Grill. 
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Opening Address of Bbeyet Major-General Charles Dbvens, Jb» 

Comrades: — ^I congratulate you that we have been permitted 
to assemble again at this our second Triennial Ee-union, after 
the battle has been fought and the victory won, in the great war 
of the rebellion. It has been objected that the legitimate ten- 
dency of such organizations as ours, is to encourage continued 
enmity towards those with whom we have lately been at war; 
and that they betray an unwillingness to allow the angry pas- 
sions to subside, which were excited by our late controversy. 

No charge could be more unjust than tliis. There is no body 
of men more anxious to be at peace with all their fellow country- 
men than those who were the soldiers of the Federal army ; there 
are no utterances more cordial than those which proceed from 
every gathering of theirs, in favor of oblivion and forgetfulnes» 
to the individuals who were in the ranks of the armies lately op- 
posed to them. (Applause.) 

But they cannot and ought not to forget the great principles 
for which so many have laid down their lives ; and they have a 
.right to expect that throughout the vast region which they sub- 
dued and rescued from rebellion, there shall be peace, not hollow 
but permanent ; and that the words "I am an American citizen," 
no matter how poor or humble may be the individual who uttera 
them, shall carry with them as mighty a spell as did in the an- 
cient world the almost magic words, "I am a Boman citizen.**" 
(Applause.) 

As idle as this is the suggestion that such associations encour- 
age the war spirit and exalt martial glory in the eyes of those^ 
who participate in them. They have no such tendency. 

No' man in the world knows better than we who have fought 
how terrible war is, and how countless are the miseries which it 
brings in its train. When you hear the flippant, boastful talk 
which is so common about new wars, my comrades, it is from 
those, in almost every instajice, who have taken no part in that 
through which we have lately passed. 



THE INVOCATION. 'i3 

In all i^es, of all the curses which have afflicted man and 
which have retarded his progress, which have impoverished peo- 
ples and degraded nations, war has been amongst the worst. 

It can only be justified on great and solemn cause ; and that 
cause the American people had when they resolved that the gov- 
ernment of our Fathers should not be destroyed, and that the 
liberty bequeathed to them should be preserved. (Applause.) 

In that vast civil stru^le, it was the fortune of this army 
whose soldiers we have been, to have no trifling or undistinguish- 
ed part. Formed only so late as 1864, and mainly of veteran 
troops who had rendered faithful service in other armies, from 
the time it was first concentrated at Bermuda Hundred, to the 
day when the rebel standard went down, never to aflront the 
light of Heaven again, it bore aloft with honor that great em- 
blem of union and liberty, the flag of our own country. (Great 
applause.) 

Sometimes acting alone, sometimes in immediate co-operation 
with its great ally the immortal army of the Potomac, the almost 
daily battles of 1864, on the line of the James, the great field of 
Cold Harbor, the taking of Fort Harrison and Newmarket 
Heights, the storming of Fort Fisher, the untiring pursuit of 
Lee, the surrender of Richmond — all alike bear witness to the 
energy, the endurance and the valor of the troops who composed 
it. (Applause.) 

We meet, then, to-day, my comrades, in the spirit of the con- 
stitution of our society, to preserve the memory of the fortunes 
and achievments of the. Army of the James — to perpetuate the 
bonds of comradeship among its surviving members — to cherish 
the memory of those who have faljen, and by every means to 
cultivate and foster a pure and patriotic devotion to the service 
of the coimtiy. 

The Invocation. 

The Rev. H. Clay Trumbull, Chaplain of the Society, delivered 
the following beautiful prayer :— Almighty Lord, who didst cover 
our heads in the day of battle, and preserve us from sudden death, 
while comrades fell from our side ; thou who hast blessed us all 
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our lives to this hour ; thou who art our life and our strength and 
our hope and our fortune; unto thee we come at this re-union of 
comrades whom thou hast preserved and blessed, and ask thy 
special and continued blessing upon us still. 

We ask that thou will sanctify unto us all the memories of our 
past ; that thou wilt continue unto us the sense of our depend- 
ance upon thee, to which we were forced in the hour of imminent 
peril; that thou wilt make us a blessing to our coimtry still; wilt 
help us to serve and honor thee ; wilt make us faithful to all the 
lessons which thou didst teach us by our experience in the war, 
and wilt make us an honor still to the country thou didst help 
us to defend and save, and which is our portion now, and which 
we live in the hope of a better hereafter. 

Bless this assembly. Bless us in the deliberations and enjoy- 
ments of this occasion ; and grant that being together now may 
unite us more closely to one another ai^d to Almighty God. 

And may thy blessing be specially upon those who mourn com- 
rades fallen from our sides. Bless those with whom we mourn, 
and wilt thou comfort their hearts and give them joy in the 
thought that those taken were taken at thy will, and from the 
post of duty and honor. 

May thy blessing be upon our country and upon all in it, and 
grant us a continuance of peace — of peace, wide-spread and per- 
manent ; and wilt thou bring into accord those who were arrayed 
against each other in strife, and make us one people in heart and 
work,, a people whose God is the Lord, forever. 

We ask it for the sake of the Lord Jesus Christ — Amen. 



Introducing the Orator of the Day. 

Major Gen. Devens said: — My friends, our distinguished asso- 
ciate Gen. Terry, who made us a qualified acceptance of our invi- 
tation tb address us on this occasion, is imable to be present. 

While I regret to make this announcement, I feel great pleas- 
ure in informing you that an invitation has been extended to two 
gentlemen to act as orator and poet on this occasion, whch has 



ADBBBSS OF BBSV. MAJOB-aBN. SAMtJfiLi^; DUNCAN/ 25 

>>6en accepted ; and I teader them in advance on my own behalf: 
and on behalf of every member of the Society, our thanks for the 
<K)rdiality with which they came forward at very brief notice. 
i(Applause.) 

I have great pleasure in presenting to you Brevet M«.jor-Gten. 
Duncan, former Brigade Commander in the 18th Army Corps. 

Welcome Address of Brevet Major Gej^eral Samuel A. Dtm- 

CAN. U. S. Vols. 

Gentlemen of the AuMr of the James : When 1 refer to the 
reported proceedings of this Society at its first triennial meeting, 
-and see with what imbounded enthusiasm the proposition was 
adopted that an address for the present occasion should be solic- 
ited from the gallant officer whose achievements at the mouth of 
the Cape Fear once l^ent such a thrill of delight through the na- 
tions heart, I can but feel how ungracious an act it is that I 
shoidd consent to stand in his place. None can regret more than 
I that our re-union should be deprived of the dignity, the grace, 
and the pleasure that could not fail, to attend the presence and 
the spoken words of the hero of Fort Fisher. I appear with no 
fiuch carefully elaborated and instructive address as Gen. Terry 
would have offered. I come in obedience to a late and unexpected 
summons of your committee, and with only such iU-digestei 
thoughts as I have been able to prepare within the last few days, 
in moments snatched from tlie constant labors of an exacting 
official position. 

It is a high privilege, comrades, that invites us to this reunion. 

With no imwilling feet have we turned aside from the toil- 
some dusty paths of life to enjoy for a few brief hours the pleas- 
ures which our triennial celebration offers. We are here to-day 
because of the part which it was accorded us to bear in that gi- 
igantic struggle through which, as through the shadow of death, 
-our beloved nation was lately called to pass. *^ We meet to revive 
the memories of the past and renew and strengthen friendships 
formed in days of trial and danger. 

Gazing back upon the awful solemnities of that conflict, the 
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paralyziiig horror that seized upon the land when the first dread 
notes of war broke upon the startled c^ar, the indignant wrath 
and majestic uprising of a loyal people, the alacrity with which 
our young men, our strong men, our old men rushed forward to 
the common defence, the godlike spirit with which the mothers 
and ihe sisters and the wives of our homes nerved themselves for 
the sacrifices which stem necessity demanded, the steadfast faith 
and unfaltering patriotism that sustained us amid the lengthen- 
ing years of the war and the varying fortunes of the strife ; call- 
ing up to mind afresh the oft remembered toils of the protracted 
march, the perilous duty in the trenches, the terrors of the battle 
field, the sufferings of the hospital, the tortures endured by our 
brave men in rebel prisons ; remembering, too, the depression of 
defeat, the elation of victory, the ecstacy of our final triumph; 
when I think on all these things, and see the wonderful work 
that Heaven hath wrought out through the war, I feel as never 
before the utter insufficiency of human language to give expres- 
sion to the thoughts and emotions of thQ human heart. 

How, comrades, shall I undertake to speak to you of those 
stirring events with which your names are inseparably linked ; 
of those campaigns in which you bore so honorable and conspicu- 
ous a part; of those battles which you fought; of thos^ reverses 
that you suffered; of those victories that your valor won ? Tour 
lot it has been to stand amid the roar of conflict, far out on the 
forefront of the fight, where the battle's hot, devouring breath 
has melted away whole ranks of living men as the leaping firea 
of the prairie lick up the sun-dri^d herbage of the summer; your 
ears have been filled with the dreadful din of the battle field, the, 
roar of cannon, the crash of musketry, the wild shouts and fierce 
imprecations of the combatants, the agonizing shrieks of the 
wounded, and the groans of the dying; many of you, too, have* 
stood among the nameless horrors of the prison-pens of the 
South, where civilization was put to shame by the fiendish maUg- 
nity with which gaunt famine and swift-devouring pestilence 
were summoned to unholy alliance with a godless cause ; and be 
who has passed through scenes like those will carry an aJ3iding 
recollection of them with him to his grave. He needs no mon- 
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iiai to recall them. They are graven upon his memory as with 
the point of a diamond, and I feel that no utterance of mine can 
avail to deepen the impression or sharpen the lines of the picture. 

Ton will pardon me, then, I know, if I refer but briefly to th& 
leading events in the history of that gallant army to which wa 
belonged, and then pass to a briefer consideration of a few points 
suggested by the general theme. 

The Army of the James was organized late in the war, and 
only just before the opening of the grand campaign of 1864. It. 
consisted, as you will remember, of two corps, the Tenth and 
Eighteenth, under the conunand respectively of the able and ac- 
complished Gtens. Gillmore and W. F. Smith, while at the head 
of the forces was placed a man whose native energy and large 
fertility of resource have made him conspicuous in every field of 
effort. 

Many of the regiments of the compoiand were veterans, some 
having served with Bumside and Foster in North Carolina, some 
having received their first lessons in the art of war under Mc- 
Dowell and McClellan, and shared the fortunes of the Army of 
the Potomac through two and three campaigns, ^and others hav- 
ing borne distinguished part in the siege of Charleston and the 
various operations in the Department of the South ; but many 
of the r^ments were composed of men to whom the sterner re- 
alities of war were as yet unknown, and who had yet to receive 
their first baptism of fire. Among these latter, particular men- 
tion may be made of the colored r^ments, which composed an 
entire division in the Eighteenth Corps. To these a special inter- 
est attached ; for, while at Fort Wagner and Port Hudson the 
negro 4iad shown himself possessed of daring and pluck, and had 
given signal proof of his manhood, yet these engagements were 
at distant points, and there was still a widespread distrust 
through the North and East as to the real fighting qualitiea 
of the freedman. Public curiosity was on the strain to see how 
these new recruits would acquit themselves in the trial that wasi 
sure to come. How well they did illustrate the wisdom of their 
enlistment, let the service rendered in the trenches in front of 
Petersburg and Kicbmond, and let their fiery valor displayed on 
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Hhe 19th of June and in' the assault upon iN'ewmarket Heights in 
^ptember , make answer. 

It was in the opening days of the beautiful month of May that 
the Army of the James entered upon the work assigned it. That 
<«ahn, clear, sagacious mind, to whom amid the nation's loud ac- 
claim the direction of our military affairs in the field had been 
^entrusted, had been grappling with the gigantic problem which 
ihe war presented. The theatre of operations was so expanded, 
the face of the country presented such splendid capacities for 
•defence, our various armies were so far removed from each other, 
their objective points were so distant from their bases of supply, 
.and their lines of communication were so exposed, that another 
4ihan the quiet, patient, self-poised, persevering man to whom the 
jiation now looked for succor might well have despaired at the 
difficulties of the situation. But in Grant there was no surren- 
der. At last his plans wQre matured ; his generals had received 
their final orders ; the moment of execution had come ; and the 
whole broad continent was again rocking beneath the tread of 
the marching hosts of the Union. 

On the 4th day of May the grand, old, toil-worn, battle-scarred 
Army of the Potomac — God bless her memory now and forever! 
— ^that for three long years, victorious now yet oft defeated, 
had breasted the storm of war, crossed the Bapidan and found 
itself again confronting its old-time enemy, the Army of Northern 
Virginia; and on the following morning began that series of 
terrible fights in the Wilderness, at Spottsylvania, on the North 
Anna, and at Cold Harbor, by which the stubborn foe, crippled 
and bleeding, was forced slowly back within the works that encir- 
cled Bichmond, and Gen. Meade, though with heavy losses, yet 
without uncovering Washington, was enabled to place his army 
upon the James. On the 6th day of May, too. Gen. Sherman, at 
the head of the splendid armies of the Cumberland, the Tennessee 
.'and the Ohio, moved on from Chattanooga and began that suc- 
^cession of battles and skillful flank movements that made the 
Atlanta campaign one of the mOst memorable in history, and 
which, in connection with Sherman's brilliant march to the sea, 
has stamped that great captain as a veritable military genius. 
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..The army iffrith T«hich we are rmore imitiediately concerned 
l^roke cwap pjiTthe same day with the older army with which it« 
was designed to co-operate. Embarking on transports at Tork- 
town and Fortress Monroe, the two corps comprising the Army 
of the Janjes reached their rendezvous in Hampton Eoads during 
the evening and night of the ith of May ; and as one vessel after* 
another, each displaying its numerous colored li^ts, dropped, 
anchor at its appointed station under the frowning walls of the 
neighboring fojt, the broad waters that ebbed and flowed so 
peacefully over the resting-place of the heroes who went down' 
in the Congress and the Cumberland with booming guns and 
colors flying, presented a spectacle of singular beauty; With* 
the first break of dawn we weighed anchor and steamed away 
toward Newport News, and as the sun lifted his broad disk firom^ 
the bosom of the ocean our hostile keels were plowing the waters 
of the historic James. 

The ascent of the river was one of the bright episodes of l^e^ 
war, and will live long in the memories of us all. It was a cloud- 
less morning, a fresh breeze was blowing across our bows, and 
the river banks were brilliant with the verdure of spring. The 
troops, released from the irksome duties of their winter camps, and 
Uttle heedfid of the terrible scenes to which they were hurrying for- 
ward, were filled with enthusiasm. As the fleet swept aroimd the 
broad curves of the river, each vessel vieing with its neighbor 
for a leading position, but all moving with somewhat indifferent 
speed under their heavy freights, we were just in the mood to 
enjoy the sight presented as the trim, sharplined Greyhound came 
bounding on apace. On deck in front of the pilot-house, stood 
a general officer, who, drawn up to his full height, with one foot 
thrown slightly forward, his head bared and his long thin hair 
streaming behind in the wind, looked the very picture of con- 
scious authority. Fixing his keen gaze upon ttie laboring vessel 
abreast of him, and imitating with a quick, nervous, repeated 
motion of the clenched fist the movement of a piston, he shouted! 
out the order " More steam, more steam !" and then swept on, to« 
impart to the next transport that he might overtake a portion of 
his exuberant spirits. I need not remind you thai the Grey-^ 
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hetmd earrbd ^ headquwrtem flag of the •spedition, nor ]^Mto 
ii> say timt the officer ihtA paced her deck that morning a&d lo^dMtf 

«AsifheleItallkiiig, 
From roots o* hair to sole o' stocking'* 

was Gen. Bailer, a man to whom, with all the oriticism to which* 
he has been subjected, just as well as unjust — ^for there is no man- 
who is perfect — ^this nation owes a lasting del;^ of gratitude ; first* 
for his prompt^ decisive action at the commencement of the re- 
bellion, when, by reason of his well directed ^lergj and the 
wisdom of his counsels, his influence became to the Union cause 
a tower of strength ; secondly, for his able administration of 
affairs in the Department of the Gulf, where he developed such a 
marvellous executive capacity ; later, for the service he rendered 
in the city where we are now assembled, at a time when nothing 
short of his imperial will and his iron rule could have prevented 
the most disastrous outbreaks ; again, for his patriotic leadership- 
of the Army of the James ; and since the war, for his work in 
establishing those magnificent asylums for disabled soldiers; and 
last, but not least, for the peculiar clearness of vision with which 
he seems to apprehend certain of the more important questions 
growing out of the war, and not yet settled. 

Contrary to expectation, the landing of Hinks' division at City 
Point was unopposed, and the main body of the army also 
quietly disembarked on the peninsula formed by the junction of 
the Appomattox and the James, and, moving forward, quickly 
constructed a line of works facing the Bichmond and Petersburg 
Bailroad, and extending from river to river. 

We are now ready for work. There soon followed that series of 
engagements that had for their object the possession of the rail- 
road and the seizure of the enemy's line of communication ; and 
then the army, wheeling to the right, made its attack upon 
Drury's Bluff. Had that movement been successful, Bichmond 
woidd have been exposed, and, weakened as it was by the heavy 
drafts which Lee was making upon it for troops with which to 
oppose the advance of Meade, not unlikely would have fallen. 
But the golden opportunity slipped by. The desperate valor of 
our troops was unavailing. Beluctantly they left the coveted 
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prize and withdrew within their entrenched lines at Bermuda 
Hundred. 

Before the expiration of the month there was organized the so 
called "Mobile Column." This embraced all the available force 
that could be spared from the defence of our position, and was 
designed for temporary duty with the Army of the Potomac. It 
was placed under the command of Gen. Smith, and reached Cold 
Harbor just as that terrible battle was beginning, and all through 
the bloody fight that ensued it bore itself with the most distin- 
guished bravery. Grant, finding it impossible to break the 
enemy's line at that point, then ordered the immediate return of. 
the column to Bermuda Hundred ; and on the 15th of June, Gen. 
Smith, crossing the Appomattox, and uniting the other divisions 
of the Eighteenth Corps with Hinks' division, already on the 
bank of the river, moved against the formidable line of works 
that constituted the outer defences of Petersburg. 

It was in that day's fighting that the colored troops of the 
Army of the James first had opportunity to show their true 
mettle. Nobly did they bear themselves in the morning, in the 
attack upon the outlying works on Baylor's farm. Emerging 
from the edge of the woods in regular line of batte, the leaden 
rain of musket balls and the storm of grape and canister at shoi t 
range smote full in their faces ; but, undismayed by the havoc 
which this well-directed fire made in their ranks, they raised a 
tumultuous shout, rushed upon the breastworks of the foe, and 
swept the position. But a severer test awaited them. At half- 
past one o'clock in the afternoon of the same day they were lyicg 
in line of battle in front of the main works, with orders to be 
ready for instant response to the signal for attack. The position 
was an exposed one, being swept by no less than four of the 
enemy's batteries. There they lay, powerless of action, through 
all the tedious hours of that blazing afternoon, and one after 
another was struck down by shot and shell and bullet until the 
list of casualties had grown to alarming figures. It was the 
severest trial to which inexperienced troops could be subjected ; 
and yet, as the sun sank low towards the western horizon and the 
bugles rang out the signal for advance, up sprang. those dusky 
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warriors, nothing daunted, and swept like a resistless tide over 
the formidable works before them. That day's work demonstra- 
ted to the satisfaction of all that it was not for naught that in the 
hour of her extremest peril the Eepublic had summoned to her 
aid 200,000 of the emancipated race. 

That night the Army of the Potomac joined us, and the long 
siege of Petersburg and Eichmond, in which through all that sum- 
mer and the followiog winter the two armies labored and fought 
together under the immediate eye of the Lieutenant-Gteneral, was 
begun. I pause not to describe the many skirmishes and en- 
gagements that occured during those hot summer months in 
our endeavors to advance and extend our lines, or to break the 
lines of the enemy. In the fall, in the closing days of September, 
occured the movement of Gen. Butler on the north bank of the 
James, by which the 10th and the 18th Corps were moved out 
from Deep Bottom and Aiken's Landing to the assaut upon 
Newmarket Heights and Fort Harrison. Here again in seizing 
that almost impregnable work upon Chapin's farm, and holding 
it against the repeated and desperate attempts of the enemy to 
recover it, was shown in a remarkable manner the splendid fight- 
ing quaUty of the army ; and here, too, in the twice repeated and 
at last successful attack at Newmarket Heights, the colored 
troops again fought nobly, and for their conspicuous bravery 
received in general orders the most flattering encomiums of the 
army commander. 

When the winter months came on the Fort Fisher expeditions 
. were organized— the military forces of the second and successful 
one being under the command of Gen. Terry. The capture of 
this stronghold was one of the most brilliant exploits of the war. 
Closing as it did the only remaining avenue through which -the 
rebels could draw supplies from abroad, it had a most dam- 
aging effect upon their feinking and already hopeless cause. . The 
story of the unparalleled valor of our troops on that ocasion is 
familiar, not only to those of you whose good fortune it was to 
participate in the glory of that event, but to the country at large, 
that it would be unpardonable in me to attempt even to sketch 
its outlines. ^Not only did it send dismay to the heart of the 
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rebellion, but its effect was like magic to revive the waning 
courage of the North. Never was the justice of promotions more 
universally acknowledged than in the case of the brave officers who 
led their equally brave soldiers to that most signal triumph. 
For that achievement the names of Terry and Ames and Paine, 
of Curtis and Pennypacker, and of Bell and Alden and Abbott, 
will be long remembered. Referring to the action, the com- 
mander of the expedition says in his report : " I have no words 
in which to do justice to the behavior of both officers and men 
on that occasion. All that men could do they did. Better 
soldiers never fought." 

But, passing on to iie closing scenes in the war, we find that 
the work of the Army of the James was not yet done. When 
gallant Phil. Sheridan, by his rapid movements in the vicinity of 
Five Forks, compelled the evacuation of Richmond, the troopa 
of the Twenty-fifth Corps and one division of the Twenty-fourth 
were the first to occupy the rebel capital, now wrapped in the 
flames of a terrible conflagration. Then followed the hot pursuit 
of a flying and discomfitted army ; and, in the generous rivalry 
of all the corps and all arms of the service to strike the final 
blow, it fell to the lot of Gen. Ord, then in command of the Army 
of the James, and moving by forced marches with two divisions 
of the Twenty-fourth Corps, to fling himself in front of the re- 
treating foe and build up an impassable barrier across his only 
avenue of escape. From that living wall the rebel chieftain 
turned back, and laid his sword at the feet of the victorious 
Grant. 

Qeu. Terry was still in North Carolina with the two divisions 
which had won such glory at Fort Fisher. He co-operated with 
Schofield in the reduction of Wilmington ; and afterward, as 
Sherman came swinging up with resistless march through the 
Carolinas, he joined his column with the bronzed veterans of the 
West, and, moving on to Raleigh, was present and participated 
in the surrender of Gen. Johnston's army. 

I am painfully conscious, comrades, how utterly unsatisfactory 
mest seem this hurried resume of the leading points of the Army 
of the James. Enough, however, has been said, if, indeed, for 
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this purpose there were need of any words, to show that we may 
justly be proud of our record. It is tnie, we met with disap- 
pointments and reverses; and at times it seems to some of us as if 
different plans from those adopted might secure an earlier suc- 
cess. There existed jealousies, too, and distrusts among our 
officers that may have impaired, to some extent, our effi<*iency. 
But aU these things are the common experience of armies, and 
I mention them now, not to discuss the merits of the various 
question^ involved — ^for naught must be admitted here to mar 
the perfect harmony that should rule the hour — ^but to say that, 
in spite of them all, iq all then- engagements with the enemy, the 
troops of our Army, 1 believe, never acquitted themselves other- 
wise than as men. No act of theirs ever brought dishonor upon 
the grand old flag under which they fought. In the camp and 
on the march they were patient of discipline; and in battle they 
seemed infused with the spirit of the old Roman who in story 
shouted out the query: 

"How can man die better 

Than facing fearful odds 
For the ashes of his fathers 
And the temples of liis gods r" 

To us beloligs a fair share of the praise which the Lieutenant-. 
General, with characteristic generosity, bestowed upon the col- 
lective army that the nation had entrusted to his leadership. 
Gen. Grant concludes his masterly report, made at the close of 
the war, in the following language : 

"It has been my fortune to see the armies of both the West 
and the East fight battles, and from what I have seen I know 
that there is no difference in their fighting quaUty. All that was 
possible for men to do in battle they have done. The Western 
armies commenced their battles in the Mississippi Valley, and 
received the final surrender of the remnant of the principal army 
opposed to them in North Carolina. The armies of the East 
commenced their battles on the river from which the Army of the 
Potomac derives its name, and received the final surrender of 
their old antagonist at Appomattox Court-House. The splendid 
acheivements of each have nationalized our victories and removed. 
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all sectional jealousies. All have a proud record, and all sections 
can congratulate themselves and each other in having d6ne*kheir 
full share in restoring the supremacy of law over every foot of 
territory belonging to the United States." 

Soldiers of the Union, the storm of civil war that so lately 
swept over our land like the wild burst of a tornado is over and 
gone. Those magnificent volunteer armies that sprung into 
being to defend the cause of imperilled freedom and constitutional 
government have been reabsorbed in the occupations of civil 
life. It may be well to glance over the field for a moment and 
see where the war has left us — what gain, if any, has come to 
the nation to compensate for the terrible loss of life incurred ; 
for the destruction of uncounted miUions of property ; for the 
homes desolated ; the hearts broken ; for the grand total of 
human suffering inflicted. 

That war, when viewed in certain aspects, is a calamity, all must 
admit ; and, of all m ju, he who has been reared to the profession 
of arms and has become familiar with the havoc that attends the 
movements of an army engaged in actual warfare, is perhaps the 
least likely to look upon the soldier's calling, in its relation to 
the state, as aught than an unwelcome necessity. Every right- 
minded man must regard the conversion of producers into de- 
stroyers, in itself considered, as a thing to be deplored. The 
diversion of the vital energies of the y<:>ung and the strong of a 
nation from the paths of peaceful industry to the work of human 
slaughter is awful to contemplate ; so, too, is the carnage of the 
battle field, the agonies of the hospital, the anguish of stricken 
wives, and mothers and sisters ; and so are the vice and immor- 
ality and the reckless spirit of adventure engendered by the 
associations of the camp and the field, and carried back by the 
returning soldier into the pursuits of civil life. These things are 
deplorable, but these are not the worst of evils. Eloquently has 
Eobertson said, and I trust I may be pardoned the quotation : 
" There is something worse than death. Cowardice is worse. 
The decay of enthusiasm and manliness is worse. And it is 
worse than death — aye, than ten hundred thousand deaths 
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when a people has gravitated down into the creed that 'the 
wealths of a nation consists not in generous hearts' — 

' Fire in each breast and freedom in each brow * — 

in national virtues and primitive simplicity, and heroic endurance 
and preference of duty to life ; not in men, but in silk and cotton 
and in something they call capital. Peace is blessed — peace 
arising out of charity ; but peace springing out of the calculations 
of selfishness is not blessed. If the price to be paid for peace be 
this, that * wealth accumulates, but men decay,' better far that 
every street in every town of our noble country should run blood." 

This is the philosophy that stirred the loyal heart of thi» 
country to its inmost depths when the first gun was fired upon 
Sumter ; this the secret of the magnificent spectacle presented to 
the natiojis of the earth as a free and mighty people rushed to 
arms to defend their liberties ; this it was that inspired faith and 
fortitude amid reverses and disaster ; this, too, that nerved us 
for the final struggle, and crowned our efforts at last with abun- 
dant victory. 

The larger number of wars that have marked the history of the 
race have been wanton and unjustifiable. Some have been waged 
to gratify the personal ambition of kings and their insatiate lust 
of conquest and of power. Some have been mere national duels,, 
carried on to gratify national hates or national pride. But now 
a?id then it comes to pass that some great principle that under- 
lies the very foundations of society, and upon which the well- 
being, if not the very existence of the State depends, is assailed, 
and it is simply a question whether the citizen shall fold his arms 
and calmly await the oncoming of fate, or shall rise to the full 
stature of his manhood and avert the impending danger. Such 
were the bloody wars through which, in times gone by, religious 
freedom in Europe has been called to pass : such some of the 
wars by which the fabric of constitutional government in England 
has been bmlt up ; and such was our own American Eevolution* 
Of this character, too, was our late civil war. The questions in- 
volved were, first, whether the wUl of the majority should govern 
or the experiment of free government should be given up ; secondly^ 
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whether in a country of nominal freedom there should continue 
io exist, as a disturbing element in the social and poHtical world, 
that enormity of national crime that held one man of every eight 
in hopeless bondage. These questions had stirred the fiercest 
passions of all sections of the country. The labors of the wisest 
statesmen had been given to repeated attempts at their peaceful 
solution ; but the prof oundest wisdom and wisest skill stood ex- 
hausted and baffled before the impossible task. The Gordian- 
knot no mortal could untie, the only altemative was to cut it with 
the sword. 

At last the gathering tempest was upon us. Four long years 
we felt the lashings of its fury. When at length the mutteiing of 
the stoiTu died away upon the ear, and the bow of promise span- 
ned the heavens, the sun looked down upon the graves of fiill 
twice two hundred thousand men who had fallen victims to the 
war ; the land was tilled Avitli mourning households, with widows 
and orphans, made such by the dreadful fortunes of the strife ; 
on every hand were men shorn of limb, and broken in health, and 
helpless dependents of society ; and the nation was groaning un- 
der a gigantic burden of debt. Were this all, well might we curse 
the day when warlike counsels prevailed. But these are the 
darker features of the picture only ; change the point of vision, 
and what floods of golden light ^ome pouring in upon it. Is it 
nothing that the heresy of States' rights has been crushed out 
forever ; that the great constitutional question involved, hereto- 
fore a vexing element in the national lite, has received its final 
adjudication, and that, too, in a forum of higher authority than 
the highest judicial tribunal in the land — a judgment pronounced 
by a nation of freemen, proving the siacerity of their convictions 
by the free-will offering of their hves ? Are your ears so filled 
with the lamentations of the bereaved and your eyes so dimmed 
with tears of sympathy that you cannot see the radiant joy that 
hghts up the face of the unfettered slave, that you cannot hear 
the tumultuous shouts and jubilant songs of an emancipated race? 
Has the nation and humanitj' profitted naught ia that four 
milUons of people have been lifted up from the degradation of 
human bondage and endowed with all the aspfrations and possi- 
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bilities of freemen f Is it no step forward that at last the doctrines 
of the Declaration of Independence have been transformed from 
glittering generalities into accomplished facts? Witnesses ol the 
intense loyalty that rallied around the threatened State, partici- 
pants yourselves in the gigantic struggle that tried the nation to 
the utmost, but in which the nation triumphed gloriously, do you 
feel that republican institutions stand on no securer foimdation 
than before the struggle in which they were tested and proved ? 
That stany flag beneath whose folds you fought, and which led 
you oil as it were a pillar of cloud by day and a pillar of fire 
by night — have you no greater love for it than in the days gone 
by? Consecrated anew in the blood of countless martyred heroes, 
does it symboUze a nation no stronger or mightier than before? 
Is our influence in the world no gi*eater than if we had purchased 
peace by the base suiTender of principle? And in our increase of 
power does civilization make no advance? Not so» We stand 
among the nations of the earth to-day as God's appointed mission- 
ary to disseminate the blessiugs of free and enlightened govern- 
ment ; and the complete vindication here made of the stability and 
the justice of repubhcan principles cannot fail of potent influence 
among the intelligent and hberty-loving men of Europe ; and even 
the monarchies and the empires of the Old World, seeing how the 
strength of a republic hes in tli^ patriotic devotion of its people, 
will be forced for self-protection to make large concessions to the 
awakened spirit of freedom and progress. 

The hidden power of our EepubUc, as evidenced by the spon- 
taneous uprising of its citizens and their splendid military prow- 
ess, was the wonder of the world. It was a spectacle before which 
the hereditary rulers of Europe trembled. It was this that in 
then* eyes made us great. Some philosopher has said that no 
nation can attain greatness or distinction until it has developed a 
power to kill men. Certain it is that the greater the military 
capabiUties of a people the more they wiU be feared. And may it 
not be that it was not more a simple love of justice and an anxiety 
to make reparation for a great wrong than it was a wholesome res- 
pect for the completer development of American nationaUty, as 
effected by the war, and with which, amid the increasing compU- 
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cations of European aifairs England could ill afford to be at vari- 
ance, that has lately brought British pride to its knees in humble 
apology for her crime against this country and against humanity ? 

But we have grown great and strong, also, in the estimation of 
ourselves. Before the rebellion there was a wide-spread feeling 
that after all this was but a confederation of States. When the 
ordinances of secession were passed, some of our wisest counsellors 
advised to let the wayward sisters go in peace, and even the Chief 
Executive of the nation saw no warrant for their coercion. But 
when the question was submitted to the people, they entered their 
indignant protest against the suicidal doctrine. They flew to arms 
and settled the question of the nation's sovereignty for aU time to 
come. 

It is a law of our being that we never fully appreciate a blessing 
until we are called to endure sacrifices to obtain or preserve it. 
We knew, by tradition, something of what our fathers had done to 
establish the Government which, in stereotpyed phrase, we were 
wont to style the most glorious on the face of the earth ; but who 
amqng us reaUzed what their labors and sacrifices actually were 
until we ourselves were called upon to suffer and endure in defence 
of the institutions which their virtues reared? When the doors of 
our treasure houses were thrown wide open for contributions to 
the common cause, when we ourselves went down into the thick 
of the battle, and gave our bodies to be broken and our blood to 
be shed, then we felt that we were indeed the subjects of a gov- 
ernment worth living for, and, if need be, worth dying for. 

This sentiment of nationaUty, again, has been greatly enhanced 
by the community of effort and the community of suffering be- 
tween the men of the different sections of the land. Nothing so 
dissipates local predjudices and tends so strongly to develope har- 
monious feeling as the memory of common dangers. The great 
victories of the war belong not to any one section ;iihey are the com- 
mon inheritance of aU ; and the names of our heroes — the fallen 
and the Uving — are the pride of our common country, and must 
serve forever to strengthen the bonds of our Union. 

Then, too, the war has infused into the national life an heroic 
element, in which we had been sadly deficient. A sordid, merce- 
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ilftry g^irit had seized upon ob. The lust of gain was corrodiBg 
the nobleness of the national character. Men stood ready to baar- 
tw principle for pelf. We were giving ourselves up to luxury; 
were fast lapsing into habits of effeminacy. Some great upheaval 
was needed to correct the false tendency of society, to change the 
current of men's thoughts, and teach them that there is something 
nobler than the love of money, something better than large pos- 
sessions, something more precious than life. The civil war came, 
and witlj the first chish of arms, thousands of common men were 
transformed into heroes. When the great gulf opened in Eome 
and the augers called for the sacrifice of the most valuable thing 
in the city, in plunged a valiant knight, and the chasm closed above 
him. So, too, the brave-hearted Luther, his great soul all aglow 
with the fervid heat of that reformation which his own fiery zeal 
and intense convictions had kindled, when his friends through 
fear of danger to his life, would have dissuaded him from 
obedience to the imperial mandate that summoned him to Worms, 
resolutely and valiantly replied, "It is necessary that I go ; it is no4 
necessary that I should live." This is ever the spirit of true de- 
votion to principle. And it was this spirit that inspired the young 
and the brave of our own land to deeds of valorous and h^x)ic 
daring. When we see them crowding forward to death as to a 
feast ; when we see their caliiT fortitude, their patience under suf- 
fering, their forgetfulness of self, their acts of sublime heroism, 
ajl in support of a principle, we gain more exalted notions of the 
dignity of human nature ; then it is that we feel the fallacy of tihe 
doctrine taught by certain latter-day philosophers, that man has 
come up by slow gradations from the lowest forms of organized 
life ; then it is that we realize as never before the glory erf that 
utterance of inspired writ, that man is created a little lower than 
the angels. 

But time forbids that I enlarge upon the manifold benefits to 
the nation arising from the war. Nor is it necessary ; for I am 
sure that there is not a man within the reach of my voice to-day 
who would blot from the pages of history the record of the great 
struggle through which we have passed, with ail its brilliant cat- 
alogue of heroic virtues and moral triumphs — no one to whose 
consciousness the starry emblem of our nationality does not 
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-speak of a people made stronger and freer and more happy by 
reason of the great sacrifices so freely made, of the many lives 
so freely offered up. How signally does our experience illus- 
trate the poet's thought : 

"The sword — a name of dread ; yet when 
Upon the freeman's thigh 'tis bound, 
While for his altar and his hearth, 
While for the land that gave him birth 
The war drums roll, the trumpets sounds 
How sacred is it then I ^ 

Whene'er the battle- word 
Is liberty ; whenever men do stand 
For justice and their native land. 
Then Heaven bless the sword !" 

As, then, we enter upon the festivities of the occasion that 
brings us hither, let us come with grateful recognition of tlie 
services rendered by our patriotic dead ; and it will be pardoned, 
too, if we indulge a manly pride in the part which fell to our lot 
to bear in the gnvAt work accomplished by the war. 

The address was received with immense applause. The band 
struck up a national air, and when its strains had died away, 
Gen. Devens said : 

Intboducing the Poet. 

Comrades, I have very gieat pleasure in presenting to you 
Col. John Hay, known to you all as secretary of our late beloved 
martyr President, and formerly on the Staff of our own 10th 
Army Corps. He will recite for you a poem composed by him 
especially for this occasion. 

Colonel John Hay's Eemarks. 

Soldiers and fellow citizens: When your committee did me the 
very gieat honor to summon me before you to-day, I felt a 
movement of hesitation in accepting an invitation, to which I 
knew I could not do justice, but I readily yielded to their kind 
insistance, supported as it was by my own inclination. 
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Now that I am come, I have nothing to oflfer you but a hand- 
ful of wild-jBlowers — ^weeds, it may be — which I have come to 
bast upon the gi'aves of some young friends who were very dear 
to me. 

Among the few names I mention are some you did not know — 
and of course there are many omitted whom we all loved and re- 
vered — but that much may be pardoned to my personal friend- 
ships. On such occasions, "each heart recalls a different name;" 
but you will all join with me in the sentiments of affectionate 
^devotion with which I consecrate these rude rhymes to the blessed 
and glorious memory of the Advance Guard of our comrades, 
who have gone before us on ^'detached service/' (Thunders of 
applause.) 

Colonel Hay then recited the following beautiful poem : 

THE ADVANCE GUARD. 
By Colonel Johk Hay. 

In the dream of the Northern poets. 

The brave who in battle die 
Fight on in shadowy phalanx 

In the field of the upper sky; 
And as we read the sounding rhyme, 

The reverent fancy heaifs 
The ghostly ring of the viewless swords 

And tlie clash of the spectral spears. 

We think with imperious questionings 

Of the brothers whom we have lost, 
And we strive to track in death's mystery 

The flight of each valiant ghost. 
The Northern myth comes back to ns, 
; And we feel through our sorrow's night 

That those young souls are striving still 

Somewhere for the truth and light. 

It was not their time for rest and sleep; 

Their hearts beat high and strong; 
In their fresh veins the blood of youth 

Was singing his hot, sweet song. 
The open Heaven bent over them, 

'Mid flowers their lithe feet trod ; 
Their lives lay vivid in light, and blest 

By the smiles of women and God. 
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There is no power in the gloom of hell 

To quench those spiritB* flre, 
There is no charm in the hliss of heaven 

To bid them not aspire ; 
But somewhere in the eternal plan 

That strength, that life survive, 
And like the files on Lookout's crest, 

Above death's clouds they strive. 

A chosen corps — they are marching on 

In a wider field than ours ; 
Those bright battalions still fulfill 

The schemes of the heavenly powers ; 
And high, brave thoughts float down to us. 

The echoes of that far fight. 
Like the flash of a distant picket's gun, 

Through the shades of the severing night. 

No fear for them I In our lower field 

Let us keep our arms unstained, 
That at last we be worthy to stand with them 

On the shining heights they've gained. 
We shall meet and greet in closing ranks, 

In Time's declining sun, 
When the bugles of God shall sound recall. 

And the Battle of Life be won ! 

At the conclusion, the audience cheered over and over again^ 
and the Colonel was overwhelmed with the thanks and congratu- 
lations of the brave and distinguished officers on the platform. 

ffitt$tntss Mniin%. . 

The meeting then went into session for the formal business of 
electing Officers of the Society for the ensuing three years, and 
selecting the place in which the next Triennial Re-union should 
be held. 

On motion of General A. Alden, the President was empowered 
to appoint a Committee of five, for the nomination of Officers,, 
to report the names selected by them for the consideration of the 
meeting, and he named the following officers as such Committee: 
General A. Alden, General T. E. Lord, Major H. C. Lockwood„ 
Colonel J. H. Lawrence, and Colonel S. A. Carter. 
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On motion of General James Stewart, Jr., the President was 
■asked to name a Committee of five comrades to report on the 
time and place of next meeting, and he named for that purpose : 
Oenerals James Stewart, Jr., W. L. James, O. L. Mann, James 
Shaw, Jr., and Major J. B. Bell. 

Thanks to the Orator and Poet. 

Major J. JI. HoweU — Mr. President and Comrades : — We are 
-all under a deep obligation to the gentleman who dehvered to us 
so splendid and stirring an address, and perhaps it would be 
needless to express our appreciation, as he is himself a member 
of our own organization. I move, however, that we direct the 
Secretary to commimicate to Colonel Hay, as he is not a member 
of our Society, a resolution of thanks for the beautiful poem he 
has recited to us to-day ; and I suggest that he be requested to 
repeat the poem at our banquet this evening. (Carried by accla- 
mation.) 

A vote of thanks was also bestowed, at the same time, upon 
<Jeneral Devens, for his eloquent address. On motion of General 
<3. A. Carleton, Colonel Hay was elected an Honorary Member 
of the Society. 

Not Fougetung the Provost Marshal. 

Major J. H. Howell — I move that another gentleman, who ha© 
honored us with his presence, and was perhaps as closely attached 
to our army as any other — I mean General Gteorge H. Sharpe — 
be elected an Honorary Member of the Army of the James. 

Captain J. I. Davenport — His position was Assistant Provost 
Marshal of the Army, and there were occasions when the services 
of a friend were needed, and he always proved himself a true 
friend to the Aimy of the James and its Commanders. (Carried 
unanimously.) 

A Badge for the Society. 

General C. A. Carleton moved that a Committee of five be ap- 
pointed to consider the adoption of a Badge for the Society of Hie 
Army of the James. 
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Major J. H. Howell moved an amendment, that they adopt 
the emblem on the stage (the combined badges of the different 
Army Corps), as the badge of the Army of the James. 

General E. W. Serrell remarked, that the design over the stage 
was put together with a good deal of truth and good intention ; 
but he would suggest before adopting it, that there was one once 
adopted in the field, not officially, but it was not in use ; it was 
the four Corps of the Army combined — the 10th, 18th, 24:th and 
25th Corps, and one was over the other. 

Major Howell then withdrew his motion. 

General C. K. Graham — ^As the designer of the badge before 
us, I beg that it be referred to a Committee of live, with power. 

This was agreed to, and the following Committee was appoint- 
ed : — Generals C. K. Graham, Israel Vogdes, C. A. Carleton, E^ 
W. Serrell, and Major J. H. Howell. 

Thanks to Gen. Edward Febbero and Gen. Israel Vogdes. 

On the motion of Major J. H. Howell, the Secretary was re- 
quested to communicate to Gen. Ferrero the thanks of the Society,, 
for his courtesy in tendering them the use of his fine hail for 
their Ke-union. 

On motion of General C. A. Carleton, a vote of thanks was 
passed to Gen. Vogdes for giving them the band of his regiment 
(1st U. S. Artillery) for the occasion. 

The Annual Dues. 

General C. A. Carleton (Treasurer) moved that the annual dues 
be increased from one dollar ($1.00) to two dollars ($2.00), and 
that jfche same be payable in advance. 

Major Howell suggested, as a member of the Executive Com-^ 
mittee, and knowing the difficulty of making preparations for the 
meeting, the banquet, the invited guests, and so forth, that every 
officer present pay three dollars ($3.00) this year, which would 
help them out nicely, and two dollars ($2.00) a year after- 
waids. 

The Treasurer's motion was agreed to, Major Howell vrith* 
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drawing his amendment, on the Treasureir assuring him that two 
dollars ($2.00) dues would cover the expenses. 

Election of Officebs. 

Gteneral Devens having declined renomination to the position 
of President, the Committee made the following selection, which 
they reported to the meeting through their chairman. General 
Alden. The report was unanimously approved and adopted, on 
motion of Colonel C. E. Macdonald. 

President — Brevet Major-General Joseph E. Hawley, U. S. 
Vols., of Connecticut. 

Vice-Presidents — Brevet Major-General Chables K. Graham, U. 
S. Vols., of New York; Brevet Major-General Adelbert Ames, 
late U. S. A., of Mississippi ; Brevet Brigadier-General Orrin L. 
Mann, U. S. Vols., of Illinois; Brevet Major-General Galusha 
Pennypacker, U. S. a., of Pennsylvania ; Brevet Major-General 
Charles J. Paine, late U. S. Vols., of Massachusetts. 

Becording Secretary — Brevet Major William E. Kisselburgh, 
U. S. Vols., of New York, Troy, New York. 

Corres'ponding Seo'etary — Brevet Major John H. Howell, late 
U. S. Vols., of New York ; (address, Army and Navy Club, No. 16 
Fifth Avenue*) 

Treasurer — Brevet Brigadier-General Charles A. Carleton, 
U. S. Vols., of New York, No. 98 Broadway. 

Chaplain — Eev. William Howell Taylor, U. S. Vols., of New 
York. 

Orator for Be- Union in 1874 — ^Brevet Major-General Thomas O. 
Osborne, U. S. Vols., of Illinois. 

A New President Takes the Chair. 

OtevL. Devens then said : Comrades : I desire to thank the So- 
ciety for the honor done me, in allowing me to be its President 
for three years passed, and for their kindness in releasing me 
now. As Gen. Hawley is not here, it is the duty of the First 
Vice-President to preside ; and I appoint Gen. James and Gten. 
Vogdes to conduct Gen. Graham to the chair. 
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The Generals designated then conducted General Graham to 
the platform, who, after briefly returning thanks, took the chair, 
amid applause, and then proceeded with the regular business. 

On the motion of General Israel Vogdes, the thanks of the 
Society of the Army of the James were tendered to General 
Devens, for the able and satisfactory manner in which he per- 
formed the duties of President for the past three years. 

Gen. Devens said they had heard him speak so often he would 
not trouble them with a speech in reply, but make way for Gen. 
Stewart's diplomatic statement. 

General James Stewart, Jr., on behalf of the Committee on 
time and place of meeting, reported in favor of Philadelphia as 
the most desirable place, time to be changed from July to May, 
exact date to be fixed by the Executive Committee. 

General Vogdes was for selecting the fourth Wednesday in 
September. 

General S. A. Duncan moved that the original motion be recon- 
sidered, and the time and place left to the Executive Committee. 

General A. Alden said the Constitution did not determine how 
to make an amendment, and it was therefore in the power of the 
majority to amend the Constitution by a simple majority of votes. 

General Dimcan's motion was carried. 

Colonel J. E. McFarlan moved that the next meeting be held 
in Washington City, where they could have conveyances to carry 
them to historical points on the James River. The motion was 
decided in the negative. 

On motion of Colonel J. A. Colvin, it was resolved that Article 
ni be amended so as to read, instead of " the time and place of 
the next re-union to be selected at each meeting," "to be deter- 
mined by the permanent officers of the Society, six months prior 
to each meeting, due notice thereof being given to each member 
of the Society." 

On the motion of General E. W. Serrell, it was resolved that 
General H. E. Davies, Jr., a cavalry officer, known to the Army of 
the James as " the bravest of the brave," be elected an honorary 
member of the Society. 



48 THE BANQUET. 

A vote of thanks was passed to General C. A. Oarleton, for the 
satisfactory manner in which he discharged his duties as Treas- 
urer of the Society. 

Major Howell, recently elected Corresponding Secretary, re- 
quested members to send him their name and address to his office,. 
as Agent of the New York State Associated Press, 149 Broad- 
way, N. Y. City. 

On the motion of General Vogdes, the meeting then adjourned. 

The Band then struck up " Rally Bound the Flag," and the 
members left the hall, cheering enthusiastically for the Uniou,, 
and "The Army of the James." 

The Banquet took place at 7 o'clock p. m., in the large hall of 
the St. James Hotel. 

The hall was tastefully fitted up for the occasion, with drap- 
eries of Union Flags, and the tables were spread with a profusion 
of dishes, known by name only to the French Gh^s de Cuisine^ and 
at intervals were various triumphs of the culinary art in the shape 
of triumphal dishes formed of sugar, pastries and jellies, appro- 
priately formed. 'as bastions, ornamented by flags, cannon, and 
small anns. 

The floral decorations, which were supplied by Hanft Brothersi. 
No. 798 Broadway, were in the best taste, and simply superb. 

The room was crowded, so that any one arriving late had diffi- 
culty in finding a place. Large crowds also congregated in the 
corridors and street in front of the doors and open windows of 
the hotel. The utmost enthusiasm and good humor prevailed^ 
and all present seemed to regard it as one of the happiest and 
pleasantest events of their Uves. 

The proprietor of the St. James personally superintended the^ 
feast> having under his command a small army of waiters, and 
nothing was left undone to render ttie banquet the most enjoyable; 

General Charles K. Graham, the First Vice-President, presided^, 
and among the guests were Chaplain W. Howell Taylor, Gencaral 
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Israel Vogdes, U. S. Ai*my; General Charles Deveiis, Jr.; General 
Quincy A. Gillmore, U. S. Army ; General Samuel A. Duncan, 
Colonel John Hay, General George A. Custer, U. S. Army ; Gen. 
Henry E. Davies, Jr., General George H. Sharpe, and others. 
After the cloth had been removed, the chairman arose and said : 
Comrades : Now that full justice has been extended to the 
material portion of the entertainment, we will proceed to the intel- 
lectual portion. In the absence of General Hawley, the ;Dew 
President, I will perform his functions, but I will not inflict upon* 
you a speech, because oratory is not my forte, and I had no idea 
that I would occupy this prominent position to-night. I will en- 
deavor, however, and discharge the duties of presiding officer in 
the old-fashioned way, without the medium of a toast-master, and 
shall accordingly announce all the toasts myself, and drink them 
too. (Applause.) 

First Sentiment. — ''The President of the Uniled States J' 

This sentiment was to have been responded to by our valued 
comrade Major-General Shepley, but he has been compelled to 
remain in Boston to attend to his duties as U. S. Judge, and 
Major-General Sharpe, an honorary member of the Society, has 
kindly consented to act as his substitute. (Applause.) 

Response of Brevet Major-General George H. Sharpe, 
U. S. Vols. 

Mr. President and Comrades : If the distinguished officer and 
jurist to whom this part was allotted, and who, we well know, 
would have responded in fitting terms for the President, had been 
assigned any other subject on which to lead our meditations, I 
should have been loath to replace him. But when called upon, 
even at a moment's notice, as any oflicer or soldier of the Army 
of the James, or of its sister organizations, might at anytime 
be called upon, to answer for him who, having led us to our first 
inspiriting successes in the West, and having pointed out to us 
the true and right way in the East, has been raised by the voice 
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oi the people to be the Commander-in-Chief of all the armies *f 
the Eepublic, I do not shrink from rendering a comrade's cheer- 
ful tribute. 

Sir, there shall be no word spoken here in a political sense; foj: 
npt alone the exalted station which he now occupies, but tlie emi- 
nent services he was permitted, under God, to render, with so 
many illustrious companions, to the State, make it the pride and 
pleasure of every soldier to respond at all times for the President 
•of the United States. 

It would seem, sir, that while we were struggling in the first 
years of our doubt and with varying success, while only partial 
ends were attained by this and by other armies, we were waiting 
for a representative man. How many plans were made ! how 
many suggestions were put forward by those whom we thought 
best fitted to make them, that afterwards proved inadequate to 
produce the best results ! I remember it was said that the best 
man we were supposed to have, and who in his earlier yeai s un- 
doubtedly was so, the grand officer who led us through Mexico, 
announced the idea, in the beginning of the contest, that we should 
need no cavalry in this war. (Laughter.) While the announce- 
ment of that opinion, if it reaUy was given, does not detract a 
single laurel from the brow of Winfield Scott, I cite it as an in- 
stance of the many mistakes we were likely to fall into. 

The field we were to traverse was intersected by the broadest 
rivers, whose streams were followed by mountainous ridges in 
rapid succession. These again were interlaced by almost virgin 
forests, with no highways such as are properly called roads in 
Eiiro|)e. We took the text books of the military art, and we applied 
the maxims drawn from them to a new country ; and if our officers 
did not find that success was to be obtained from the data which 
they had at their hands, they did not suppose that success could 
be found at all. It was in a new country that we were to wage 
one of the greatest wars on record ; and we applied dd maximft 
to ii 

There were here no towns at intervals where troops could be 
cantoned after half a day's march. And in a thousand other oir* 
ctlmstanoes the surroundings of our armies were entirely diffen^it 
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from those which existed in the countries where all the maxims 
of modem warfare had been made and applied. 

We needed a man to cut the Gordian knot of these difficulties ; 
and finally he came to us — one who had been educated at West 
Point, if you please (laughter), who had served through the 
Mexican war, who had seen the principles and maxims of the 
military art applied on no inconsiderable fields, and had then 
gone out into the world, mingling with its practical life, learning 
its practical lessons ; and full ot the study of human natuie he 
came back to us with the knowledge gained from the text books, 
improved by the knowledge of men; and he was prepared, to 
whatever extent it might be necessary, to throw aside the books 
and trust to himself. 

It is related that a general of cavalry once said to him, "You 
cannot find such results from the data which are laid down in 
the books." "Very well, Sir," was the reply; "then we will get 
the results without the data." (Applause.) 

It was auspicious, too, that he came to us from the great plains 
of the West, where the influence of our newer life and freer thought 
is more broadly felt. Ah, when he came, he was the best specimen 
of a volunteer officer that the army had furnished us. (Applause*.) 

From that time, comrades, you saw him ; and you know that 
his whole course Was simplicity, honesty and truth, ever striving 
for the attainment of a single object without regard to himself, 
ev^r generous to his comrades, preferring their advancement to 
his own, and often ascribing his successes to their endeavors. 

To the high station in which the nation has placed him, he has 
brought the same simplicity and love of the practical rather than 
the theoretical. 

I had occasion a short time since to make a visit to a personal 
friend at Long Branch. During the evening, the President, ac- 
companied by a gentleman who had in the e6xly part of his 
administration been a member of the Cabinet, called in to pay a 
visit of courtesy. As we sat together, the conversation took that 
xmconstrained course which always occurs with him when the com- 
pany is small in numbers. For a time, and while only genenJ 
topics were discussed, he took no leading part in comparison witli 
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others. But after a while an allusion was made to the present 
condition of JTapan. And then this practical man turned to th^ 
little company there, and with words full of eloquence and good 
things, because they came from the heart, went on to relate what 
was being done in Japan. He spoke of the officers whom he had 
influenced to go there to assist the Japanese in their efforts at 
progress ; "of the saw-mills that were being erected ; of the harbors, 
that were to be opened ; and of the effects that would be produced 
on our commerce by the opening of a country which had such 
great capabilities. He saw in it an opportunity given to him to 
aid in the improvement of the race, to help a little in the civiliza- 
tion of the world. His benevolent and practical nature had in- 
stinctively turned to this view ; and it was remarkable to observe 
how familiar he was with the topography and the resources of 
the country. In the previous part of the conversati(m, he waa 
one of a half dozen. In the present and practical part of it, which 
meant good to the human race, he was the leading spirit. 

Comrades, he is to day our best representative. Simple, honest 
and true, he was made so by Providence, and he has kept the 
qualities which God was good enough to give him. With a full 
t)rain, but with a heart, thank God, larger than the brain, there 
will be said of him in after years, what was said of one of his 
Scottish race. 

** Avenger of thy country's shame, 

Restorer of her injured fame; 

In distant ages, sire to son 

Shall tell thy tale of freedom won, 

And teach his infants, in the use 

Of earliest speech, to falter — Bruce.** 

(Great applause.) 
Second Sentiment. — " The State of New York." 

In response to the second toast, the Secretary read the folloi«^- 
ing letter: — 

State of New York, Executive Chamber, ) 
Albany, July 10, 1871. [ 

General: — ^I have your invitation to attend the re-union of the 
Society of the Army of the James, on the 19th of July, in the 
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City of New York. It would have given me great pleasure to 
meet with you on that occasion, if my other engagements, already 
formed, permitted me to do so. All that I can do now is to wish 
jou much enjoyment from the mutual greetings of former com- 
rades in arms, and to express my regret that I cannot be present 
to share in the pleasures of a meeting of so much interest. 
I am, very truly yours, 

JOHN T. HOFFMAN. 

Gten. Chas. K. Graham, Chairman of Executive Committee, 
Society of the Army of the James. 

Third Sentiment. — " The City of New York.'* 

In response to the third toast, the following letter was read 
from his honor, the Mayor of New York: — 

Executive Department, City Hall, ) 
New York, July 11th, 1871. ) 

My Dear General: — If I am in town on the evening in ques- 
tion, it will afford me great pleasure to attend your banquet. 
Very truly. 
Your obUged friend 'and obedient serv't. 

A. OAKEY HALL. 

Oen. Chas. K. Graham. 

Comrades, the • 

Fourth Sentiment. — " The Army of the James,*' 

ivas to have been responded to by Major-Genei;^ Butler, but the 
pressdre of business has detained him at home, and at a moment's 
naming, our late estimable and truly eloquent Chaplain, H. Clay 
Trumbull, has, at a request of the Executive Committee, agreed 
to fiU his place. 

Response op Chaplain H. Cla.y Trumbull, U. S. V. 

Mr. President and Comrades: — My sole justification in what 
•would otherwise seem inexcusable — ^my rising in this presence to 
respond to the toast just given — is found in the fact that I am 
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ordered to do so by my commanders; and I was long enough in 
the army to learn that a soldier's first duty is obedience U> 
orders. (Applause). 

"*The Army of the James'! — an army of citizen soldiera. 
gathered from hard fought fields at Gloucester Point in the Spring^ 
of 1864, and moving thence under gallant commanders, and with 
ever increasing character and efficiency and fame, from field to 
field, and from fight to fight, to final rest and peace at Appomattox 
Oourt House ! (Applause.) Who can teU of all the exploits of 
STich an army, and of the grand results of its bravery and endu- 
rance? It would be folly for me to attempt this now. That 
story is written in our country's history. We have heard it 
eloquently repeated to day. Yet more, it is graven in all 
our hearts, never to be effaced in life. I need not tell at 
this time of the Army of the James as it was, nor of the work 
which it did in the days of war. Let me rather speak of the 
Society of the Army of the James as it is here and now, and of 
the tie that binds us together, as survivors of the army which en- 
dured so bravely and accomplished so glorious results. 

**I know that I speak for each and for all, when I say, that- 
we find an enjoyment iu this re-union, such as we could find in 
no gathering of those who lacked a share with us in. the nation's 
life stru^le. As old soldiers we love one another, for our com- 
mon experience of toil and danger and privation; and in this 
community of feeling we are shut out in a measure from the sym- 
pathy of many about us, whom we cannot make acquainted with 
that which unites us so closely. We can all remember scenes^ 
a^d retain emotions which we cannot reproduce to others. Who^ 
for example, could describe a scene in an army transport's lower 
hold, off Cape Hatteras or Stono Inlet, in a cold storm, when 
smuggled whiskey had been doing its work among a crowd of 
sea-sick veterans? (Laughter and Cheers.) I cannot describe 
it, but I remember such a scene, when I stood at the foot of the 
companion ladder, looking about me in mute despair to see if 
anybody was sober, and an enhsted man, as drunk as the drunkest^ 
came to me in appreciative sympathy, and throwing his arms, 
around my neck, said sympathizingly, ' I zay , JapKn, iz too bad,. 
t 
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am' it ? You're all drunk, an* we're dreffle zorry f or't !' — ^No ! now 
tiiat ain' it. Wl're dreffle drunk, an' you're all zorry for't! How 
iz it? One of us 's drunk, and tother's all zorry for't? Wich in 
thunner is't ? ' (Laughter.) 

"Who agaiQ could picture truly one week in the Virginia mud, 
during the equinoctial storm of 1864, after the capture of Fort 
Harrison, without tents or blankets, with the hard-tack wormy, 
and no water to drink save what we had slept in? (Cheers and 
Laughter.) Or who, again I ask, could portray the real feelings 
of a man under fire, with his comrades falling about him, and he 
joking to conceal his anxiety, wanting to run and determined i^ot 
to, moving foiVard in the deadly charge amid the shower of bul- 
lets, or waiting duiing the burdened seconds as the fragments of 
bursted shell come tearing through the air about him with mur- 
derous power ? Who, I ask, could tell of these things so that 
others could understand them? Who, on the other hand, who 
experienced them, can ever forget them ? 

** Another cord in the tie that binds us together in this Society 
of the Army of the James is our common affection for the cause 
which summoned us to battle. Union soldiers loved their country, 
and were ready to die for the flag that represented that country. 
With all their growling over army fare or administration follies, 
over shocking quarters or abused quartermasters, over having to 
march and fight or having to lie still and wait, the great mass of 
the army officers and enlisted men alike, were loyal and patriotic, 
self-sacrificing and devoted, and the survivors of that army 
love and honor one another for what they know each other to 
have been, and for what they know each other to have done. 
(Cheers.) 

" Yet another and a strange cord in the tie that unites us is 
sympathy in devotion to duty — our religious con\iction that the 
cause we fought for was the cause of God. How beautifully this 
devotion manifested itself on every side in the days of war. It 
showed itself often sublimely among the humblest of the common 
soldiers. A citizen of Eichmond told me, after the surrender, of 
his visit to the bloody field of Mechanicsville, during the seven 
days battles of Gen. McCleUan. It was the day following the 
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fight there. Amongothersof the Yankee woimded whom he found 
on the field was a fair-faced lad, suffering from the terrible wound- 
thirst under the burning rays of a Southern sun at midstimmer. 
As the citizen looked down with kindly interest on the boy, his 
face seemed to encourage a call for aid, and the little fellow asked: 
*I say, neighbor, wont you give me a drink of water? I'm very 
thirsty.' * Certainly !' was the answer, and the water was brought 
to cool the parched Ups and tongue. 'Thank you!' said the 
grateful boy; and encoiuraged by the first response he made bold 
to ask again : * Neighbor, can't you get me taken up from here 
and put in hospital ? I'm in great pain. I wish you would.' At 
this the citizen stooped down to the anxious boy, and taking his 
hand said pleasantly, *Why, yes, I suppose I can ; but look here, 
my lad, suppose I take you and send you to hospital, and you 
get well and go back to your home, will you come down here 
agaiQ to fight such men as I am, who never harmed you?' It 
was a tenible trial to the suffering wounded prisoner, who lay 
helpless before the man who asked that question ; but the brave 
boy never flinched. Looking his kind helper full in the face he 
said firmly: ' That I would, my fiiend ! ' (Applause.) *I tell you,' 
said the Eichmond citizen, as he repeated the story, * I liked that 
pluck; and I had that boy well cared for.' That boy was only a 
type of all the boys of the Union army — army of the James and 
every other aimy aUke. 

" As I was passing along the front at Bermuda Himdred, in the 
the summer of 1864, I saw a group of soldiers around an open 
grave, burying a dead comrade who had just fallen in a picket 
skirmish. I stopped to offer a prayer, and thus aid in giving the 
dear dead soldier a Christian burial. As I did so, and asked the 
circumstances of the soldier's death, one of the elder of the burial 
party said to me, with firm set face and with tender though tear- 
less eyes: *Hewasmyson! he was a good boy, and a good 
soldier !' Then the father pointed to the compressed thumb and 
fore finger of his fallen son, closed in death over a percussion cap, 
as an evidence that the boy was shot wlule in the vely act of cap- 
ping his rifle; and, as if in modest pride of the fact, he added : 
* You see. Chaplain, John died doing his duty !' (Enthusiastic 
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cheers.) Many a brave boy of the Axmy of the James thus died 
* doing his duty/ and many another, thank God, hves doing his 
duty still. 

" I say no such fooKsh thing as that every soldier was religious, 
or that his bravery proved him one who served and trusted God. 
But I do say that religious convictions prevailed widely in the 
Union army, and that that army as a whole counted itself, while 
standing for Government and Liberty, as, in a certain sense, the 
Jjord Jehovah's Host. 

" So, comrades, I feel that we to night are bound together by 
our common experiences, by our love of Country, and by our re- 
oognition of duty to Almighty God — * a three fold cord,' which we 
3xe divinely assured * is not easily broken.' If we but rightly 
interpret and yield to the holiest drawings of the cord that thus 
•entwines us, we may not only enjoy other such re-unions as this, 
but we may so Uve and so die that we shall stand in eternal re- 
union before the throne of Almighty God. (Enthusiastic ap- 
plause.) 

Upon the conclusion of Chaplain Tnimbiill's brilliant address, 
the Chairman announced that a song written for the occasion by 
Mortimer L. Thomson, (" Doesticks,") would be sung by Major 
Geo. W. Cooney, late of the Army of the Potomac, and requested 
the entire company to rise and join in the chorus. 

THE ARMY OF THE JAMES. 
Music By J. £. Pkhbino. 

Yell out a rousing cheer, 
From every comrade here, 
For the brave, the stirring times of a few brief years ago. 
When we bivouacked in camp, 
Or marched with steady tramp 
To meet and beat and take conceit from out a gallant foe. 
We cared not then for Rebel bunting, 
Nor wAo the banners might be flaunting ; 
We met them ever without daunting. 
And still kept marching on . 

Chorus — Marching on, marching on, my boys ; 
Marching on, marching on, my boys; 
We met them ever without daunting. 
And still kept marching on. 
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Now a cheer for the men. 

The men that led us then- 
Butler, Smith and Terry, Graham, Ord and Ames, 

Foster, Weitzel and Gillmore, 

With at least another score. 
Who then led on to victory the Army of the James. 

Chorus— Marching on, marching on, my boys, &c. 

Then a cheer for every field 

Where we fought, but wouldn't yield — 
Forts Harrison and Fisher, and a dozen other names; 

Next Drury*s Bluff we view, 

And Richmond city too, 
Where the Stars and Bars went down before the Army of the James. 
Chorus — Marching on, marching on, my boys, &c. 

Now a thought for soldiers dead, 

With us who fought and bled, 
The list's so long, that in a song, we can't recall their names; 

But we only ask of Heaven 

If to us it may be given, * 

That we rejoin, where'er they be, our comrades of the James. 

Chorus — Marching on, marching on, my boys, &c. 

Though we care not who the.olhers, ' 

Ne'er again may we fight brothers, * 

For we henceforth will battle for one Country and one Fame ; 

But if Heaven should ever please 

To send us foes from o'er the seas, 
We'll show them we are living yet, the Army of the James. 

Chorus — Marching on, marching on, my boys, &c^ 

The composition was eflfectively rendered by Major Cooney, the 
audience joining heartily in the chorus, and at its close the most 
vociferous applause continued for several minutes. " John Brown'* 
and " Eally around the Flag" were likewise sung with great enthu- 
siasm, the band of the 1st Artillery accompanying the vocalists. 

The following letter was then read by the Secretary: 

Lowell, July 16, 1871. 
My Deae Geneiul: — I find, where it has laid overlooked, until 
this moment, your notification that I was expected to answer to 
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tihe sentiment of the ''Army of the James," at the re-imion of that 
Society, asking me to notify you if I cannot be present. I can- 
not be present, owing to my engagements, which seem to be im- 
perative. I am very sorry at not having had your letter brought 
to my attention before. 

With sentiments of regard, I am, yours truly, 

BENJ. F. BUTLER. 
Gen. Chas. K. Graham, Headquarters Army of the James, New 

York. 

The chairman, on announcing the ^ 

Fifth Sentiment, " The Army of tlw United States,'' 
stated that Major-Gen. McDowell had been invited to respond, 
and had sent a letter which would be read by the Secretary. 
The sentiment itself would be responded to by their honored 
comrade, General Vogdes, of the regular army. 

New London, Conn., July 6th, 1871.. 
Major-General Charles K. Graham, 

Chairman of Society of the Army of the James, 
• No 119 Broadway, N. Y. 
My Dear General : 

I regret exceedingly, that my engagements will prevent my 
doing myself the honor to attend the forthcoming re-union of 
your Society, this month. 

Please accept my sincere thanks for the distinction you hava 
proposed for me, in asking me to represent the Army on that^ 
occasion, and beheve me. 

Tours sincerely and truly, 

lEviN Mcdowell. 

Eesponse of Brevet Brigadier-General Israel Vogdes, U. S. A. 

General Vogdes being called upon to speak to the toast, said : — 
Li rising to respond I should like to know what gap I am to- 
fill? (Cries of "Dutch Gap*' and laughter.) Very well, it will be a. 
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short one. In answering for the Army I will attempt first to 
answer for that little body of men who had the htmor of upholding 
the flag of our country at the beginning of the contest. I speak 
of those, small in number, but true in heart, who never despaired 
of their country. These were trying times. It was not when you 
had many comrades around, and the people to back you, but 
when you were told this is an old concern, gone forever. It was 
^hen the army stood in the rebel States, in the forts, upholding 
the flag. The regiment I belonged to, I am proud to say, was 
among them, and always did their duty at Sumter, whose history 
is known over the world There was another fort threatened by 
the enemy the night they opened fire on Sumter. A body of them 
embarked to take that fort. There was one company beside me 
when we stood in that fort. They landed amid the storm, and of 
a.11 the forts threatened by the enemy, that was the only one he 
never set foot in except as prisoners of war. (Applause.) We did 
not count by thousands or tens of thousands or by hundreds, but 
by tens; but, like Gideon's soldiers, we were banded together with 
firm resolve, determined to perish rather than surrender the 
fort. (Cheers.) 

While I am proud of belonging to that little body wliich stood by 
the flag during the contest, I claim to belong also to that mighty 
.army which upheld the honor of om- flag, and achieved freedom 
for our land, who were gathered from the granite hills and sunny 
vales of New England, from this great metroplis, the Pennsylvania 
miners and the farmers of the West, and which also was constituted 
in part of those who had not the name of freemen when the contest 
began, but who, when our flag triumphed, acheived the proud 
name of American Citizens. (Applause) I really did not come 
h^e to make a speech, and I feel little inclination to attempt to 
make one after the two eloquent gentlemen who have preceded 
me. I cannot, however, close without a word of tribute to the 
mighty dead. Some died on the battle field, upholding the flag 
of their country, some with the shout of victory around them, 
some in the hospital, some the victims of famine or rebel prisons, 
but none have died in vain. (Applause.) They still live in memory 
of their countrymen, and their blood watered the tree of liberty 
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which overspread our land from the frozen regions of the North 
to the gulf of Mexico, from the shores of the Atlantic to where the^ 
gentle Pacific kisses the mighty West. (Applause.) They will Uve 
forever. Wherever liberty has a friend, wherever tyranny has a- 
foe, the memory of these men will be held in sacred remembrance. 
(" Bravo " and Applause.) 

Sixth Sentiment. — " The Navy of the United States.*' • 

The chairman said he was sorry that there was no gentleman 
belonging to that branch of the service present. 

Several voices called for General Graham to respond, but he^ 
declined. 

An officer said the navy were supposed to lead them up the Jamea 
Biver, but on one occasion he found that the Army of the United 
States had a Navy of the United States. After having got to a 
place, as they supposed before any one else, they found the gun- 
boats of General Graham ahead. (Applause.) 

Major Howell — Three cheers for General Graham. (Cheers.) 

Captain William Candidus, of the Liederkranz Society, who 
was introduced by the chairman as an amateur and a brave 
soldier, th^n favored the company, with a patriotic song. Cap- 
tain Candidus possesses a very fine voice, and sings with no- 
ordinary taste. He was rapturously applauded. 

The Chairman then announced the 

Seventh Eegular Sentiment. — " The Corps Commanders,'' 

and stated that it would be responded to by Major-General 
Gillmore, the first commander of the 10th Army Corps in its op- 
erations in the Army of the James, and likewise renowned for 
having conducted the most formidable siege operations during 
the war. 

Besponsb of Brevet Major-Gen. Quinoy A. Gillmore, U. S. A. 

Gten. Gillmore, who was received with loud and continued ap- 
plause, responded as follows: — Mr. President and comrades, 
speaking to a sentiment or toast, is like preaching from a text^ 
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It is sometimes, however, desirable, because cjonvenient, to treat 
a toast like the sporting clergyman treated his text, as a starting 
point, and good for no other purpose. From mere necessity, I 
«hall adopt this course. 

To speak in adequate terms of the corps commanders of the 
Army of the James would require a higher command of language 
and a greater power for word-painting than I possess. Can any- 
thing which I could say in the five minutes allotted to me, add 
lustre to the record of such names as Alfred Terry, Adelbert 
Ames, Baldy Smith, Ord, Gibbon, and Weitzel? I can say, how- 
•ever, from my personal acquaintance with those men and their 
achievements, that for honesty and uprightness of character, to/r 
..zeal and promptness in their conceptions of duty, and for enei^ 
and firmness of purpose in. moments of supreme peril, they will 
not suffer in comparison with the corps commanders of any other 
of the great armies which our late civil war brought into the field. 

It is from the official reports and personal recollection of these 
men and others, who exercised like commands, that the first cor- 
rect history of our great struggle must be written. All the his- 
tories hitherto appearing are in many important features untrust- 
worthy, not excepting the latest and most ambitious of all, by aH 
•eminent professor in New York. 

This leads me to the suggestion, that our stated re-unions instead 
of being devoted exclusively to social and intellectual entertain- 
ment, might be made the occasion of interchanging of historical 
reminiscences not likely to find a place in. the official records, and 
in this manner the lights and shadows of the war picture^ embrao- 
ing even humorous features, might be drawn. In the drama of 
wrar, the scenes shift from the comic to the tragic, and with the 
lookers-on and the actors, there is as much mirth as sadness om 
that stage. 

In our next war the leaders of our army will probably have to 
<5ome from those who received their baptism of fire in our late 
struggle. It is a saying of non-military men, that there is no 
danger of war during the present century ; but have we a guarantee 
of long-continued peace ? Have we not passed one-sixth of thd 
time since the formation of our government, in* a state of active 
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warfare, not counting Indian wars, or Texan raids or Orange oA- 
ebraiions? (Jjaughter) At this rate one year of war is now over- 
due, (A voice : " We had it in New York." Laughter.) Who can 
eay it will not come before the present year is long passed? . In 
what state of preparation would war with a maritime power find 
US now ? 

We undoubtedly have in condition for almost immediate use 
all the essential elements of a powerful mobile ai*my. Our systems 
of small arms — our Remingtons, or Sharps, or Springfields — are 
second in excellence to no small arms in the world, and tried vet- 
-erans wiUing and eager to use them in any just cause, and in their 
<50imtry*s cause whether just or not (cries of "good"), can be 
•counted by the million. We could in an emergency place a well 
•equipped army of liaK a million in the field in a single month, but 
w^e wotdd have no use for such a force against any probable 
:attack. In what possible manner, for example, could such an 
army contribute to the safety of New York, Brooklyn and the 
Navy Yard, against the attack of even a small iron-clad fleet, benft 
simply on destruction of value? They would probably be a detri- 
ment, and the defence must rest and depend upon larger cannon 
upon the water and upon the land ; and the question is, have we 
ithe right kind of cannon? and in my judgment we are too closely 
^attached to an effete smooth-bore system, and our law makers, in 
the exercise of their knowledge of these matters, have stopped the 
purchase of smooth-bores, and have not given us rifle-bores in 
their place. The Eodman gun is a great improvement on the old 
8mooth-bore before it, and I hold in great reverence the name and 
memory of that great and gifted man to whom we are indebted f or 
its manufacture; but the truth may be spoken, we are vastly be- 
hind our English friends in the character and quantity of our 
large ordnance. 

It Vas my fortune while in England last year to witness, at 
^hoeburyness, the trial of a new steel cannon, and I saw the iron 
target scored and seamed and battered^ with the competitive trials 
of a year, in which the Bodman gun and the best English rifled 
gun took part, and there was no mistaking the evidences St ihe 
jsnperiority of the rifle system, as given by those silent witnesses. 



64 SPEECH OF BREV. MAJOyi-GENEllAL CHARLES^ DEVENS, Jft. 

A large force is employed all the time in making these guns, and 
shot and shell, while we are making none; and if th^y were made 
oxir government would not buy them. 

I cannot believe that any suppositious battle of Dorking will 
ever find its equivalent on our shores. I am an advocate for the 
policy which, while mantaining honorable peace, makes wise use 
of it by looking far into the future. (Applause.) 

A gentlemen at the end of the room reminded the company that 
we have ahttle war on hand, and proposed "the health of gallant 
Jack Eodgers and the sailors of the Asiatic Fleet,'' which was re^ 
ceived with applause. 

The Chairman announced that the 

Eighth Eegular Sentiment. — " The Citizen Soldier,'' 

would be responded to by our late honored and eloquent Presi- 
dent, Major-General Devens. 

Eesponse op Brevet Major-General Charles Devens, Jr.^ 

U. S. Vols. 

Responding to this toast brings to my mind scenes of the 
opening of the war, and all those which attended it to its close^ 
In great wars which nations fight, it is for the people and the 
people themselves to bear their own burdens and fight their own 
battles. To every nation, in aU nations, there come many times 
when the conduct of their wars may be left to its regular army 
and navy, and no nation could confide more impUcitly in her reg- 
ular army and navy than the United States ; but there come also 
wars when the people themselves must take the matter in hand. 
They who would be free, and they who would maintain' their 
freedom, themselves must strike the blow. (Applause.) When 
nearly a hundred years ago the great nation of France threw off' 
the race of kings who so long oppressed her, and hurled defiance 
in tlfe face of Europe, why was it she held at bay aU Europe, but 
because her people were true to her. That was the Prance of' 
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1789 — ^what is she now? Why is she where she is now, but that 
in her time of need her people failed her. 

Not so, in her time of trial, behaved the people of the United 
States. At Sumter the flag was lowered before insolent traitors, 
and as the startUng news went from city to town and hamlet, from 
each came back the answer, too prompt to be questioned, too stem 
to be denied, "The United States are a Nation^ and as such will 
subdue and punish traitors." (Cheers.) It was in that spirit the 
American army was formed, and no army understood more fully 
all for which it was struggling, or comprehended more fully all the 
consequences of victory and the dangers of defeat than our army. 
It was because this was so that it maintained itself so calmly and 
resolutely among so many circumstances depressing and disheart- 
ening. When we consider, comrades, how httle disposed we are, 
any of us, to obey blindly the .dictates or orders of another, and 
submit to the restraints imposed by another — when we consider 
how little the education of an American citizen adapts him to the 
dependence, pure dependence, of the hfe of a soldier,and the most 
unquestioning obedience which is the necessary rule of the military 
service — I feel that we cannot do too much honor to the men 
who came forward to fill up our ranks. (Applause.) No army 
ever sought more anxiously to carry out the plans of its leaders, 
or more generously gave their confidence to or pardoned the mis- 
takes of those who commanded, or more freely gave its life and 
Mood in the time of danger. I think every man who commanded 
them must often have wished he could have served them better 
and been more worthy of their generous devotion. They were 
not the "roughs" of the towns and cities, the "cankers of a calm 
world and long peace," so often drawn into the ranks of regular 
armies, but the bone and sinew of a nation, representing all 
- that was noblest and purest and truest in its young life. They 
were" not serfs dragged from their homes to fight to gratify the 
mad ambitions and thirst for war which has so often cursed those 
lands where rulers lord it over a degraded people, but freemen, 
who came in solemn determination and of their own free will. 
There was no reckless bluster, there were no vapordng boasts. 
CJounting aU the costs, realizing all the danger, sadlj, prayerful- 
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ly, they answered the call their country made, and were all the 
better and braver soldiers because they had reflected that duty 
lay for them in that way and in no other. 

If the lives of great men ought to inspire us with a desiie to 
make our Hves subUme, the lesson that comes from these men is 
nobler yet. They were not of those the world caUs great, for isi 
so vast a war it could not be that their names would be known and 
remembered as such ; the strong incentive of personal gieatness 
which animates the leaders could not be theirs; and yet they cheer- 
fully left all the affections and coinforts of daily life behind them. 
No man who has not seen it as you have, can realize how hard 
was the lot of the poor private soldier in one of the great moving 
columns of ouraiiuy — how desperate the strain on body and nerves 
from marching and sleeplessness and cold and hunger ; and yet, 
how willing and true om' soldiers always were ! (Applause.) 

To say of all these men that they were animated by the same 
lofty spirit of pati iotism and consciousness of responsibility in hours 
of difficulty and danger, would not be just ; yet, I use the words of 
the great Athenian Pericles when I say, "Above the heads of 
those who were in other respects less worthy, I hold as a shield 
their valor in their countiy's behalf." (Cheers.) 

Many a man whose exterior was rough and whose manners were 
rude, who, tried by the conventional standards of courtesy and 
poHteness, would have been sadly deficient, yet bore within him the 
heart of a true Christian gentlemen ; and hi the camp and the 
march and the tumult of the battle-field and the dreary hours of 
the hospital, did not fail to show it. 

Their brave deeds no pen will record, for the history that teUs 
of that gigantic rebeUion and the conflicts of its mighty armies, 
wiU tell only of a few great fields and a few great leaders ; but 
somewhere they are written by a pen that cannot lie, and they 
are to be recorded by a hand that cannot err. 

The Federal Army is passed away ; its bugles have sounded 
their last reveille ; the drums have beaten their last tattoo ; its tents 
are struck, and its cannon rung, out their last notes of defiance and 
of victory; but in its day and generation, in its time and place,* 
that army has done this country work that will be remembered 
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long after the clods of the valley are heaped above our breasts, 
and while the great flag it bore at the head of its marching col- 
umns shall wave over the heads of a free and united people. (En- 
thusiastic cheers.) 

At the close of Gen. Devens' electrifying address, the Chairman 
announced that Herr Remmei-tz, one of the most celebrated bari- 
tones in the country, wcruld sing an appropriate patriotic song. 
Mr. Bemmertz then, with intense spirit, sung "John Brown,'* the 
excited audience joining spiritedly in the chorus. 

T?he Chairman next announced the 

The Nikth Sektiment — " The Colored Troops,'' 

and called upon General James Shaw to respond. 

Eesponse of Brev. Brigadier-Gen. James Shaw, Jr., U. S. V. 

Mr. President and Comrades : — I would that it had fallen to 
an abler tongue than mine to have replied to the sentiment in 
honor of colored troops ; but an officer of that branch of the ser- 
vice would be derelict in duty did he fail to respond to the best 
of his ability for the men who stood so firmly by him in the field. 
Called to arms in the dark hours of the rebellion, we all know 
how promptly they responded, how they flocked to the standard 
that was hereafter to be in reality and truth " The Flag of Free- 
dom." They came to us from the land of bondage, where they 
had been held like the cattle in the field; but they brought with 
them a thorough knowledge of what it all meant; they knew that 
they were at last to strike a blow for freedom. They came to us 
as raw material ; but they brought with them hardy frames used 
to toil and labor. They came with the temperate habits belonging 
to a rural population; but more than all that, they came to fight 
for liberty, that priceless boon that had so long and so un- 
justly been denied them. Coming as they did, they entered upon 
their new duties with zeal, and it was the fault of their officers if 
they did not make good soldiers. 
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What other troops could you find so eager to learn? Who ever 
saw otUer men re-forming to practice a new movement after they 
had been dismissed to their quarters? With us it was of frequent 
occurrence. Nor was this desire for knowledge confined to the 
drill ; we all know how faithfully they commenced at their a, b, c's^ 
and how they pushed on whenever they could find an officer to- 
help them ; and many an officer of colored troops can now proudly 
look back to the days when he assisted* these men in their first 
lessons. 

We were told they would not fight, that they could not face 
their old masters. We did not beheve it. Still, it was an experi- 
ment, and we patiently awaited the result. A few weeks later, so 
far at least as we were concerned, we had settled the question. 
My friend. Gen. Haskell, then my Lieutenant-Colonel, had been, 
sent with a part of our regiment to relieve a regiment on the line. 
Before reaching liis position, and while yet marching by the flank, 
a brigade of rebels charged, and this regiment on his front, being 
out of ammunition, were forced from their position and sent flying 
through his ranks. "Steady, boys,'* was the order; then facing to 
the front, they advanced in Une, closed the gap, and then, but not 
until they had received the order, thej'^ hurled the enemy to the rear 
by their withering fire. It was a place to test even a veteran, 
and most bravely had our boys, not yet six months old as soldiers, 
and for the first time under a fire of musketry, stood up to their 
work. 

But their firmness and bravery on the field of battle is now 
a matter of history. Who has forgotten the gallant charge of the 
54:th and 55th Massachusetts at fort Wagner? or of Duncan's 
Brigade, on the 15th of Jime, in fr-ont of Petersburg? or how 
Paine' s men went over the works at Signal Hill? But why mul- 
tiply instances ? They always performed faithfully every duty 
that devolved upon them, and had other officers known them as 
well as we did, they would have had other opportunities to dis- 
tinguish themselves and render valuable services to their country. 
I believe I but echo the feelings of every officer of colored troops 
when I say that we look back to our connection with that branch 
of the service with peculiar pride and pleasme. 
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The Chairman then announced the 

Tenth Sentiment — " The Memory of the Honored Deady' 

and presented to the Society Major-Gen. Hinks, who was re- 
vceived with great applause. 

Eesponse of Brevet Brigadier-General Edward W. Hinks, 

U.S. A. 

It is not without diffidence I attempt to accede to your request, 
and respond to the sentiment just given — " The Honored Dead " 
Though peace now dwells within ail our borders, though our flag 
floats unchallenged over every sea, though prosperity and plenty 
abound for our millions, and liberty dwells in our midst, we cannot 
forget that this nation was bom of the sword, and that its liberties 
:grew from the blood of the slain, or how recently a sanguinary 
war swept with fiery besom over our land, on a hundred hill sides 
marking the course of contending armies, from the Gulfs to the 
Lakes, from Tians-Mississippi plains to the white-capped surfs of 
the Atlantic shores. The banner of our country keeps faithful 
guard over the sepulchres on which the green grass is not yet 
grown above the mouldering ashes of the nation's dead ! and the 
broken circle, the lone fireside, the tear spots on the family Bible, 
in s6 many homes where a short decade of years ago life seemed as 
secure and hope dawned as bright as in any peaceful dwelling of 
i&e day, bear witness how many of our young men, in the hour of 
peril, with their lives defended the mother of us all, and fell dead 
at her feet. (Applause.) Speech is powerless to add to their 
glory, who have given the last full measure of devotion for the suc- 
<5ess of the cause whose worth and grandeur constitute a memorial 
more bright and imperishable than any that could be devised by 
human skill. Words are vain to paint their praise, whose worth 
and truth on war's red touchstone proved true metal — who ventured 
life, love and youth to gain the prize of death in battle. The 
honored ( \ ead ! In grateful admiration, not in sorrow, we recall their 
meiQory; for whether i\\ej ceased to Uve when life could no longer 
-endure the sufferings of a distant prison, or expired after lingering 
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tortures in the weary hospital, or more fortunate, on the field of 
battle met the death a soldier craves, his breast with wounds un- 
numbered riddled, his back to the earth his face to heaven — thejr 
each and all bequeathed to us and to all posterity a priceless, 
legacy ot perfect example, daring all that the living might brave„ 
enduring all that the dying may endure in the love of country — 
an example to be emulated in our youth, admired in oui* manhood,, 
and extolled in our old age. They live within us our companions- 
in arms who fell in battle — their speaking dust has yet more of life 
than the breathing bodies of half the Hving. The strong tie that 
unit( s brethren in arms, cemented by so many associations upon 
the battle-fields of the republic, is yet unbroken. In visions rise 
before us the luminous outlines of those who have crossed the 
shadowy valley and now rest in mellowed hght upon the celes- 
tial heights beyond ; and we see am(mgst the familiar faces of 
Steadman and a host of others who shared our perils and privations- 
and GUI' camp fire, and with a smile of welcome they stretch their 
hands towards the ceaseless throng that is passing over fron> 
hither to the other side, and will contiaue to j^ress on, daily 
diminishing the number of the living and swelling the ranks of the 
dead, until within a few years all those who have been comrades 
upon fields of blood and strife will be re-united in the army of the 
blessed, to march on through the endless ages of eternity T 
(Applause.) 

And while we thus honor the memory of our heroic dead, let 
us not withhold the respect due to those who fell in battle 
against us. (Cries of " Good.") Surely they were our countrymen 
— ^brave, conscientious, however misguided; and I woidd that 
the memory of the distinguished dead and the efforts of the living- 
warriors might be successfully invoked to establish a bond of 
fellowship broad enough to embrace the good of all parties and 
of every section. (Applause.) I would that the survivors of the 
Army, of the James aud the Army of the Potomac, and all the 
other armies, might be resolved into one harmonious brotherhood 
having mutual sympathies and interests, cherishing love of country, 
actuated by a determination to enforce its laws, and governed by 
one impulse of patriotism. (Applause.) 
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Letter from Tresident Eead, of Missouri University. 

The Secretary read the following letter from President Read, 
the venerable father of the late Brevet Brigadier-General Theo- 
dore Read, Adjutant-General of the Eighteenth Army Corps. 
It was listened to with marked attention. 

ITxiVEItSITY OF the StATE OF MISSOURI, 

Columbia, July 14, 1871. 

To THE President of the Society of thi: xIrmy of the James. 

Sir: 

The approaching re-uuion of the Army of the 
James brings to my mind sad recollection^, and yet not unmin- 
gled with a mournful pleasure. Though not personally entitled 
to join in its re-nnion as a member, had I noticed the proposed 
occasion at a date somewhat earlier, I should have been present 
as a most deeply interested spectator, to look upon the faces 
and take by the hand many whose names I have so often had 
from the Kps and pen of one who felt his own honor bound up in 
the honor of that immortal army. 

My introduction will have been made, when I say Theodore 
Read, Adjutant-General of the Army of the James, who fell before 
the Appomattox, almost in the last contest of the war, was my 
son, and at the time of his death my only surviving son. To you 
I need not repeat how brave and chivalric — nay, how daring was 
that young officer. 

But this is not an occasion for the indulgence, or even re- 
counting of private grief, of which, O G(k1! this war brought so 
much to so many families. ' 

His praise is in the final report of the General-in-Chief, and 
his last act will form a paragraph in the history of the war to 
the end of time. 

But what he was to his own family no tongue can utter — what 
desolation of heart and prostration of spirit his death brought, 
are beyond all power of speech to tell — all the more dreadful 
because, having escaped so many perils, lie fell when we regarded 
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him as almost safe. In the midst of universal rejoicing we were 
made to suffer unutterable woe ! 

I could not pass this occasion l)j without in the name of my 
son, your late Adjutant, offering greeting and congratulations on 
this happy re-union of so many companions of past dangers and 
honors. Such salutation then I most respectfully tender — ^not 
in the form of a general order, signed officially with his name, 
but from the heart of one who understood and sympathized with 
his feelings when living, and who the more tenderly respects and 
truly represents them now that he is in an honored grave. 

Presuming that your re-union will be an occasion of many per- 
sonal recollections, it may not be uninteresting to some at least to 
know that the body was removed to the beautiful cemetery at 
Madison, Wisconsin, where it has its final resting place. It 
shouldbe stated that Madison was at that lime the residence of 
his parents. 

Should any one of your number visit that lovely spot, he would 
iind the place where the body of his companion rests, marked by 
a marble monument of purest white, neat and chaste in style, and 
bearing the following inscription : 

GENERAL THEODORE READ, . 
Late 
The Adjutant-General of the Army of the James, 
fell 6th of April, 1865, 
in his 29th year, 
Near the Appomattox Bridge, where, wiih les.^ than three Regiments, he met and held 
in check I^e's Army, attempting a retreat through that pass; 
arid by the Spartan -like sacrifice of himself and 
heroic band contril)ut«.*d essentially to the 
Surrender which followed. 

fON THE RKVBBBE.] 

He Enlisted a private, was soon 
Assistant- Adjutant-General, serving as such 
of a Brigade, of a Division, of the loth, i8th,and 24th 
Corps, and at his death of the Army of the James ; participating 
in the various campaigns and battles of the Potomac, being three times woun led. 
He was a Lawyer and eloquent as a speaker and writer. Early 
professing his Christian faith, he iUustrated in his brief 
life the noblest virtues of man, and died 
the death of a Patriot- Hero. 
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It is not uuknown to his personal friends in the army, that a 
iew months prior to his fall, General Read married a young lady 
at Cleveland, Ohio, and that a posthumous child was bom to him — 
a son, who bears his own name. 

Trusting that I have not improperly intruded upon the saiictity 
of your meeting and fellowship, I am, with profound respect and 
admiration as well as deep sensibility, 

Your obedient servant, 

DA.NIEL EEAD. 

On the motion of Major Joim H. Howell, it was resolved to 
ijender President Read the sympathies of the Society, and con- 
gratulate him at the same time on the honorable record of liis son. 

The memory of the late g.illant General Read was di;ank in 
«olemn silence, the entire company rising. 

The band then played a dirge for the honored dead. 

Enforcing Discipline. 

At this point Major Howell suggested that Colonel Hay be 
asked to repeat his poem, as a fitting tribute to the memory of 
the late General Read. 

There were loud cries of " Hay ! Hay !" from all parts of the room. 

General Graham — Comrades, you must stick to the programme. 
DiscipHne must be preserved. * 

A voice — " Hay first and discipline after." (Great laughter.) 

General Graham (hammering on the table in a determined 
maimer) — Comrades, I am Commander-in-Cliief here, and will 
enforce discipline. (Cheers, laughter, and cries of " Bravo !'*) 

The chairman then announced the 

Eleventh Toxht— ''Army Unions,'' 

and stated that it would be responded to by Major-Gen. Davies, 
who had that day been elected an honorary member of the 
Society. 
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Kesponse of Major-Gen. Henry E. Davies, Jr., U. S. V. 

Quite unexpectedly to myself, I find that I am called upon to 
respond to the toast of " The Army Unions of the United States/ 
and connected so closely as I am with one of the largest of these 
associations (the Society of the Army of the Potomac), there is 
no toast to which I could respond with more interest or enthusiasm. 

These two words alone, "Army and Union," are sufficiently 
suggestive in themselves to every soldier, and strike home to the 
heart of all around this table, and of every man who bore a sword 
or carried a, musket in the Grand Army of the United States. 

The Army in which we served, and the Union for which we 
fought and in which cause at last we conquered, we all know 
what they were and are ; and each and every soldier can frame for 
himself as fitting a reply as could be made by the greatest orator 
of this or any time. 

We all who have served our country in its anny know well 
what these Arnjy Unions are and the purposes for which they 
have been formed ; but among many who never shared with us 
the trials 9i a soldier's life and the hardships and dangers of our 
campaigns, we hear the question asked, what are these Army 
Unions, for what object do they exist, what end is designed by 
their members ? 

To such question let us answer that they are formed for the 
same purpose and the same end as that for which we fought for 
four long years of a desperate and bloody war. We derive from 
them social enjoyment and the companionship of old and valued 
friends. At these meetings we have the privilege of meeting for- 
mer comrades and sustaining and renewing the associations and 
friendships formed in the camp, on,the march, and in the battle- 
field, which to us all are those we most highly prize. 

If these and these alone were the objects for which our associ- 
ations are formed, they are sufficient reasons for their existence 
and perpetuation. 

But, apart from these motives personal to ourselves, there is 
another and a greater cause for the formation and perpetuation 
of these Army Unions. Their members are the men who risked 
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all for their country in the time of its greatest need, when the 
arms and lives of its sons were necessary to its existence. The 
sentiment of loyalty and devotion to our country that was then 
aroused should never be permitted to become dormant as it was 
before the war in which we served, and to foster, to cherish Mid 
perpetuate that sentiment is the highest and best aim of our 
Army Unions. 

We meet here, in the same spirit and with the same feelings a& 
those that animated u^ in former times; and whenever any Army 
Union meets, there will ever be found a band of men, loyal and 
true, whose fidelity has been tried and who can be depended 
upon again to devote themselves to the service of their country 
whenever necessity shall call. 

Another still and a most sacred duty devolves upon our Army 
Unions, to cherish and keep in remembrance the names and his- 
tory 'of pur gallant dead, and to see that the memory of their 
deeds and sacrifice should be ever fresh and prominent before 
the people in whose cause they feU. 

These, to my mind, are the reasons for the existence of our 
Army Unions, and as an American citizen, and as a soldier, I 
trust and hope they will be continued and sustained, and that so 
long as in future time there may be one surviving veteran of the 
great American war, so long there will be found in this country 
an Army Union. 

In conclusion permit me to express to the association B^y 
thanks for the honor I have this day received in my election a» 
an honorary member. Having served as I did in the Army of 
the Potomac, and fighting as we did so many months shoulder to 
shoulder with the Army of the James, we have been in fact if 
not in name comrades and fellow-soldiers in the same army, and 
I join your ranks most willingly and cheerfully, proud to be en- 
rolled among the soldiers of the Army of the James. 

A duet, entitled " Eoses and Laurels," was then sung by Mr. 
F. Bemmertz and Captain "W. Candidus. 

In proposing the 

Twelfth Sentiment — " I'he Press,'' 
the chairman stated that it was originally intended that this toast 
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should be responded to by Gen. Hawley, but owing to his ab- 
sence, the Executive Committee had called upon Captain Howell, 
formerly an active artillery officer in the Army of the James and 
now Corresponding Secretary ol" the Society, and likewise the 
Agent of the New York State Associated Press, to perform that 
duty for him. 

Response of Brevet Major John H. Howell, U. S, V. 

He regretted exceedingly that the gentleman originally selected 
to respond to this toast was not present. A former commander 
in the Army of the James, not less beloved and admired as a 
brilliant officer and gallaut soldier than he has since been hon- 
ored and trusted as a wise and upright statesman (applause), 
recently the chief executive of one of the most prominent of the 
New England States, and to-day destined to be President (cheers 
-and laughter) of the Society which those present represent. He 
fcaew all shared his regret that they could not to-night take by 
the hand and Ksten to the eloquence of General Hawley, of Con- 
necticut. (Applause.) 

Major BK)weU continued : Perhaps Mr. President and former 
Comrudfi d'Arinee, the most fitting tribute I could bestow ttie 
oompliment extended would be to simply return my thanks for 
the partiality shown. Certainly I should attempt no eulogy — 
venture no encomium of the Press — feebly indeed could it come 
from my Hps. But I know, gentlemen, that there was established 
between the recent great armies of the RepubUc and the News- 
paper Press, a current of sympathy and confidence — a feeling of 
such admiration and respect, the one for the other— that ameni- 
ties were extended on either side, and perhaps I may be in- 
dulged a fleeting remark to-night. (Cries of "That's so ! Qo on !") 

During the late civil war the Armies of the Union and the 
Xioyal Press throughout the United States were engaged in the 
«ame great cause ; both waged the same determined conflict with 
ihe blood-begrimmed treason that stalked forth at noonday with 
more than brazen effirontery. Side by side the pen and the 
«word stemmed the fierce tide of rebellion that rolled across the 
land with almost irresistible fury. Together the loyal sword and 
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faithful pen strove to preserve the Union of the States, to main^ 
tain the dignity of the Republic, to demonstrate to the world the 
sublime majesty of a nation of enhghtened freemen (loud ap- 
plause and cries of "good, good!"); and when we had "fought 
the good fight," when the battle was ended and the sword re- 
turned to its scabbard, when the Army of the James with the 
other Armies of the Union folded their tents like Arabs and as 
silently wended their way to their homes to mingle again in the^ 
quiet pursuits and pleasures of domestic life, and Peace once 
more spread her white wings like a benediction over the land, the 
Press, as the channel of some deep-flowing river when the flood 
is passed, moved on serenely as before to the accomplishment of 
its appointed mission. (Great applause.) 

As the years pass by the destiny of the newspaper develops. 
New fields of labor spread out before it. It has become the 
handmaid of progress — the zealous advocate of every noble en- 
terprise. It matters not whether as the protector of the weak or 
the champion of the oppressed, as the friend of the lowly or the 
ally of the sovereign, whether counselling in the halls of legisla- 
tion or dictating to the ruler, whether lampooning the foibles of 
society or demonstrating the theories of moral reform, its influ- 
ence is equally potent. Everywhere is felt the impress of its 
magic power. It has become the leader of public opinion, the 
controling element of our progressive civilization. Truly, the 
Press to-day wields a sceptre of more than sovereign might. 
(Applause.) 

The speaker then referred to those eminent in the world's his- 
tory who were proud to rank themselves among the paladines of 
the press, spoke of the rare genius, brilliant talents and sturdy 
hearts that the Press commanded to-day, and claimed that among 
its contributors and servants were foimd the purest, most gifted 
and noblest men and women of the land and age in which we live.. 
He closed with an eloquent peroration, wherein he alluded to the 
rapid progress in the development of a more enlightened civili- 
zation throughout the world, to the earnest endeavor to perfect a 
nobler humanity, and said : Exalted indeed is the mission of the 
pen and the sword of the nineteenth century, and right royally 
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do they advaoice to the goal of their destiny. (Loud and con- 
tinued applause.) 

Telegram from an old Army Correspondent. 

The Secretary said : — Gentlemen, I will now read a dispatch 
just received from an old Army of the James correspondent, one 
whom the Army loved " not wisely but too well " (laughter) — a 
gentleman who represented the Neto York Herald — William H. 
Augustus Regenald Fitzgerald Merriam. (Laughter, and cries of 
^' Read.") He would be here to-night only for the fact that he has 
recently taken unto himseK a wife. (Laughter.) Without further 
preface I will read his beautiful and laconic dispatch : 

Washington, D. C, July 19th, 1871. 

To the Society of the Army of the JameSy 

The St, James Hotel, 

I send cordial greeting to the Army of the James. My mind is 
At this instant overfreighted with all its glorious memories. 
The fame of its d^eds is forever and indelibly written on the 
world's entablitures. In its honor I quaff the rich Falemian. 

WM. H. MERRIAM, 

Lieut. 169th N. Y. Vols. 

Another Dispatch. 

Geneva, N. T., July 19th, 1871. 

To tJie Society of the Army of tlve James, Greeting, 

The Department Encampment, Grand Army of the RepubUc, now 
in session at Linden Hall, Geneva, send fraternal greeting to the 
Society Army of the James, and would propose as a sentiment : . 
Fraternity, Charity and Loyalty— the three great characteristics 
of the true Union Soldier. 

HENRY A. BARNUM, 

Dep't Commander. 
John W. MarshaUj, 

Adjutant General. * 
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An appropriate response Avas framed, but the telegraph office 
bemg closed, the Corresponding Secretary was empowered to reply 
in a fitting manner. 

Thanks to the Executive Committee. 

It was proposed and carried by acclamation, that the Executive 
Committee deserved well of the Society for providing them such 
a pleasant day and evening. Three rousing cheers were then 
given for the Committee. 

CoilRESPONDENCE. 

The following letters were then read by the Secretary. 

Telegram from General Grant. 

Major Howell received the following telegram before the meet- 
ing commenced, from General Horace Porter. 

Long Branch, New Jersey, July 18fch, 1871. 
I regret that neither the President nor I will be able to attend 
the meeting of the Army of the James, on account of other en- 
gagements. 

HOEACE POETEB. 



From Eear Admiral Melancton Smith, U. S. Navy. 

U. S. Navy Yard, Commandant's Office, ) 
New York, July 7th, 1871. ) 
Charles K. Graham, Esq. 

Glmirman Ex. Gam., d!*c 
Sir: Your letter of invitation, on behalf of the Executive Com- 
mittee of the Society of the Army of the James, to be present at 
the next re-union of that Society, was not received until this 
morning at an hour too late to attend. 

Eear Admiral Bailey and Captain Eansom will, however, be 
present, and represent the Navy on that occasion. 
Very respectfully, 

Melancton Smtth, 

Eear Admiral Commanding. 
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From Brevet Major-Gen. Joseph R. Hawley, U. 8. Vols. 

Hartford, Conn., July 2d, 187K 
Dear General : 

I am extremely sorry that I stall be unable to attend the? 
coming meeting of the Society of the Army of the James. I ac- 
cepted an invitation to join an excursion to Dulnth, thence out on 
the Northern Pacific road and down the Eed River of the North 
to Lake Winnipeg, apd I am notified to be in Buffalo on the 12th^ 
to start. I think Major Kisselburgh of the Troy Times, who waa 
on General Vogdes' staff, belongs with the Army of the James.. 

But probably you know other editors in the Society. Missing 
this triennial meeting detracts no Httle from the anticipated 
pleasure of the Winnipeg trip. 

Sincerely yours. 
Gen. Chas. K. Graham, JOS. R. HAWLEY.. 

New York Citv. 



From Brevet Major-General Adelbert Ames, Late U. S. A.. 

Northfield, Mtnn., June 24, 1871. 
Dear Carleton : 

Your telegram was received to-day and answered in the neg- 
ative. 

I have spent all the Spring and Summer up to within a week 
East. I have been here but a few days. My business, that of 
building a mill, demands my whole time and attention. It would 
be almost impossible for me to be present at your re-union. I 
am nevertheless sensible of the honor conferred. 

Very truly yours, 
Gen. Chas. A. Carleton, A. AMES. 

New York, N. Y 



From Brev. Brigadier-General Stewart L. Woodford,XJ. S.V. 

271 Broadway, New York, July 7, 1871. 
My Dear General: 

Your kind note of June 30th, inviting me to respond to the 
toast of "The Army Unions" at the approaching banquet of the- 
Army of the James, was duly received. 
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Deeply appreciating the honor of this invitation, I regret that 
my professional engagements (owing to the absence from the city 
of both my partners) are so continuous as to deny me any leisure 
even to attend so attractive a gathering of comrades. 

Very truly jours, 

STEWABT L. WOODFOED. 
Major-Gen. Chas. K. Graham, 

Chairman, &c. 



From Brev. Major-General N. Martin Curtis, U. S. Vols. 

Ogdensburg, N. Y., July 14, 1871. 
Major-Gen. Chas. K. Graham, 

Chairman Executive Committee, Society Army of the James. 

Dear General: 

I regret that business engagements will prevent my attend- 
ing the second triennial re-imion of the Army of the James, 
on the 19th inst., and have delayed writing you in hopes that I 
might be able to arrange otherwise. The loss of this opportunity, 
for meeting so many of my old army friends, is a severe disap- 
pointment, as I had long calculated on being with you at this 
meeting. 

You have my best wishes for the success of the society. 

Yours, very sincerely, 

N. M. CURTIS. 
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From Brev. Major-General John W. Turner, U. S. A. 

Chicago, III., July 12, 1871. 
Dear General: 

It was my intention and till yesterday I had calculated on being 
with you at the re-union of the Army of the James. But I am 
called by my public duties to-day to Sioux City, and from there 
to St. Louis, at which place I have to be on the 18th inst., which 
will make it impossible for me to go East. 

I can assure you I regret it exceedingly, and I wish you would 
convey to my friends and companions of the old army, the dis- 
appointment which I feel. 

I hope you will have a glorious good time, which I know jou 
will. 

I am, truly your friend, 

JOHN W. TUKNEK, U. S. A. 

General C. A. Carleton, N. Y. 



From Brevet Majqu-General George H. Gordon, U. S. Vols. 

Boston, Mass., 7 Court Sq., July 12, 1871. 
My DEAii Sir: 

In reply to youi' flattering invitation to respond to the senti- 
ment, " The President of the United States," at the re-union of 
the Army of the James, to be held on the 19th inst., I regret to 
say that official duties will confine me here upon that date; 
otherwise, nothing could give me more pleasure than to accept. 
I am, very truly yours, 

GEOEGE H. GO-EDON. 
Brev. Brig-Gen. Charles A. Carleton, 

Treasurer. 
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From Brev. Brig.-General Athbrton H. Stevens, U. S. Vols. 

(Telegram.) 

Nashua, N. H., July 17th, 1871. 
General Charles A. Carleton, 

7 and 9 Warren St., New York. 

I regret my inability to be with you on the 19th. 

A. F. STEVENS. 



From Major-Gen. Ambrose E. Burnside, U. S. Vols. 

Fifth Avenue Hotel, New York, July 19, 1871. 
My Dear General : 

I am more than sorry not to be able to put off an engagement 
for this evening. It would give me very great pleasure to join 
jou;but my plans which I hoped to change when I received 
your kind invitation by telegraph this afternoon, cannot be 
cl^anged. I hope you will have a joyous "re-union." 

Please remember me in great friendship to my comrades of 
the "Army of the James." 

With high regard, I remain, truly your friend, 

A. E. BUENSIDE. 
Gen. C. K. Graham, 

St. James Hotel. 

New York, July 19, 1871. 
Oen. C. K. Graham, 

Com, of Arrangenieiits, St, James, 

Thanks for your dispatch just received. Have an engagement 
for the evening, but will try to postpone it and join you at six, 
if possible. 

A. E. BUENSIDE^ 
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From Junius Henm Browne, Esq. 

AsTOR House, July 17, 1871. 
Dear Howell: 

The fatal illness of a very near friend, an old army companion^ 
and the fact that I feel it a duty to be at his bedside, alone pre- 
vents me from doing myself the pleasure of meeting the repre- 
sentatives of the Army of the James at their anniversary dinner. 
At their next annual meeting I trust circumstances will be more 
auspicious. 

Very truly, 

JUNIUS HENEI BROWNE. 
Capt. John H. Howell. 



From Col. Thomas W. Knox, U. S. Vols. 

Quebec, Canada, July 14, 1871. 

Major-Gen Chas. K Graham, ) nz-i? n a ^ t 
Capt. John H. Howell, \ ^/^^^^- ^^^- ^^^2^ ^/ ^«^^*- 

I fear that my absence from New York will be so prolonged 
that I shall be unable to accept your kind invitation to the re- 
union dinner of the Army of the James. It would give me great 
pleasure to attend a meeting which is to include so many of my 
personal friends, and I deeply regret that my arrangements are 
such that I cannot be present. With thanks for your courtesy, I 
have the honor to remain, 

Very truly yours, 

THOS. W. KNOX. 



From Brev. Brig.-Generai: Joseph C. Abbott, U. S. Vols. 

Wilmington, N. C, Aug. 5, 1871. 
Dear General : 

I was absent from town when your letter arrived, and did not 
get it until after your festival had occurred. Had I secui'ed it 
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in seasoti, I would have been glad to have " accepted the situa- 
tion." 

And next year I hope to be with you in the celebration. 
Very truly, 

JOSEPH C. ABBOTT. 
General Charles A. Carleton. 



The Chairman then announced the 

Thirteenth Sentiment : — " The Ladies f' 

and called upon Major Lockwood, the efficient Secretary of thfe 
Executive Committee, to reply. 

Besponse of Brevet Major Henry C. Lockwood, U. S. Vols. 

Major Lockwood had the honor of being selected to re- 
spond on behalf of the ladies, and right eloquently he acquitted 
limself. He said : Woman is the ministering angel to man. (Cries 
of " good " and laughter). She guardjB his infancy with tender- 
ness, inspires his youth with heroism, and watches over his old 
age with fideUty . While prosperity gladdens his life, she enlivens 
its every scene with her joyous smile, and when adversity comes 
43he strengthens him with her fortitude, and the sweetness and 
tenderness she displays in days of good fortime are only equalled 
by the courage and lirnmess she displays in time of trouble. A 
rough sailor caught the true inspiration of woman when, meeting 
s, young and beautiful girl in the thoroughfare, he asked her name, 
that when he went to sea, and the storms arose, and the hour of 
danger came, he might call upon her, so subUme and heavenly 
did she appear in her purity and loveliness. (Applause). It has 
been beautifully said that woman was taken from closest man's 
leart, that he might forever love her, and from under his arm, 
that he might forever protect her. Who does not revere the 
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memory of the mbther who lovingly watched over hia days of 
helplessness, taught him his first Httle prayer, watched over him 
in sickness, inculcated in him his love of home and instructed 
him for future usefuhiess ? And who does not revere the disinter- 
ested and sacred love of a sister ? (Applause.) And who has not 
been loved for the dangers he had passed and loved her who 
did pity them ? 

Woman being thus loved and respected has always exerted the 
greatest and widest influence upon the affairs of man. There is 
not a page of history that does not demonstrate the power and 
influence of woman. Maria Theresa, having occasion to a6k for 
the assistance of Hungary, convoked the Diet, and made a per- 
sonal appeal to them. Young, handsome and spirited, she pre- 
.sented herself before th^m with her child in. her arms. At this, 
sight the Hungarian nobles drew their swords and unanimously 
exclaimed, " Moriamm' pro rege nostro Maria Theresa^ The 
French and Bavarians were driven out of the hereditaiy estates. 

Coriolanus, who had been banished, joined the Volcians, and 
led them against Rome. He was successful. His armies were 
thundering at the gates. Eome and his enemies were at hi» 
mercy. AU attempts of the defenders of the city to induce Cori- 
olanus to save it from destruction were in vain. At last his- 
mother, Volumnia, and Virgilia, his wife, accompanied by her 
son, went through the lines and had an interview with Coriolanus. 
They entreated him to draw off his troops. Volumnia told him 
that if he revenged himself upon Rome that his name would re- 
main " to the ensueing age abhorred," and that he would be 
obHged to march his army "over the dead body of her that bore 
him.'* Coriolanus then yielded and exclaimed : 

** O my mother, mother ! O 
You have won a happy victory to Rome : 
But for your son, believe it, O, believe it. 
Most dangerously you have with him prevailed, 
If not most mortal to him. 

and continued : 

Ladies, you deserve 

To have a temple built you : all the swords 
In Italy, and her confederate arms 
Could not have made this peace." 
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While the pages of history teem with the virtue, the influence, 
the bravery and the patriotism of woman, we must not forget 
that the brightest examples of all are to be found among our own 
dear country-women. When our flag was fired upon, and our 
existence as a nation was threatened, our mothers, our sisters, our 
wives, and our sweethearts came forward and oft'ered to their 
country, their sons, their brothers, their husbands and their lovers. 
Their noble conduct was only equalled by that of the Grecian 
mother who, in presenting « shield to her son about entering the 
army, said : " With this or upon it." It was due to the women 
of this country that we were able to raise the troops necessarj^ to 
defend our national honor. So great was their influence that it 
would have been impossible to send a regiment to Washing- 
ton if we had not had their approbation and support. But the 
great field of their labors and sacrifices were in their homes made 
desolate by the absence of their loved ones, and in the hospitals 
made dreary by the wounded. If the sacrifices which they made, 
the sufferings they endured, and the patriotism they exercised 
could be proclaimed, their names would stand side by side with 
those of the greatest generals of the war. England may well be 
proud of her Florence Nightingale. Her name has become a 
household word. But America had thousands whose names have 
never been given to the world. But their noble deeds are stamp- 
ed upon the nation's heart. Would that I had the power to 
speak in fitting terms of those self-sacrificing women : — Dorothy 
Dix, Miss Stevenson, Miss Williams, Mrs. Banker, Mrs. Lander, 
Miss Loring, Miss Buch, Miss Parsons, Mrs. Livermore, and 
Miss May. 

A Strasburg correspondent of the New York Tribune pays a 
flattering tribute to our country-woman, Clara Barton, who 
nursed the wounded in hospitals as long as the Franco-German 
war lasted. She is now in Strasburg, where she has founded, 
with her own resources, a large and always-increasing establish- 
ment of work for women, which supports more than two hundred 
and fifty mothers of large families — widows, and wives of prison- 
ers or of wounded soldiers. Twelve hundred persons — Kttle 
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children and aged parents — ^have been fed, and warmed, and 
clothed all winter by the earnings of these women. 

Everyone is famihar with the patriotic services of Clara 
Barton, who did so much good during the rebellion, and it is 
interesting to know that she has extended her field of labor 
across the sea. 

Charlotte Cushman gave $8,000 to the Sanitary Commission, 
and rendered valuable service in Europe. 

Mrs. General Barlow was on the field at Gettysburgh with her 
husband, and when she learned that he was wounded, rode under 
a storm of shot and shell from friend and foe to his assistance. 
She eventually conti'acted disease in the army, of which she died. 

Jenny Wade, the heroine of Gettysburgh, was making bread for 
the army under fiie when she was shot through the heart. 

After the battle of Wilson's Creek, Mo., in 1861, when the 
people of that State were well-nigh stupified at the loss of Gen. 
Lyon, on whom they trusted for deliverance from their rebel 
oppressoi-s, it was rumored about Springfield that some of the 
rebels had determined before sunendering^the body of that great 
General to cut out his heart and preserve it as a trophy. Hearing 
of the meditated outrage, Mrs. John J. Phelps armed herself and 
drove to General Price's camp, arriving there at nightfall. Un- 
deterred by the challenge of the sentiy she bravely sought the 
place where lay the remains of the slain General, and alone stood 
guard over them until morning, atfd then, instead of quailing be- 
fore the rude order of the rebels, she heroically stood her ground, 
and declared that rather than suffer such an outrage her own 
heart might 1 >e torn fi om her lifeless body. She thus gained the 
object of her daring act, and triumphantly bore her precious 
charge in her vehicle to her own residence, where it remained 
until finally transferred to his family burial gi'ound at Phoenix- 
ville. Conn. 

Who has not read those stiiTing lines of Whittier in describing 
how Barbara Frietchie waved out the stars* and stripes to the 
rebel soldiers as they marched through the streets of Frederick — 

** Shoot if you must this old grey head ; 
But spare your country's flag she said." 
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We are indebted to the gentlewomen for the success of onr 
great Sanitary Fairs that yielded such fabulous amounts for the 
benefit of the sick and wounded soldiers. The chief officer of the 
Sanitary Commission, in his farewell address, said : " For more 
than four years the United States Sanitary Commission depend- 
ed on its branches, mainly directed and controlled by women for 
keeping alive the interest in its work in all the villages and homes 
of the country." By the patriotism and influence of our country- 
women nearly seventy millions of dollars were raised for army 
purposes, by voluntary contribution, during the four years of the 
war. 

On the 28th of April, 1861, at the Cooper Institute, 3,000 phil- 
anthrophic ladies assembled for the purpose of adopting a plan 
of concerted action, by which they might be able to relieve the 
suflfering soldiers. That meeting resulted in the formation of the 
*^ Women's Central Belief Association ;" and at another meeting 
held on the same day at Dr. Cheever's church, was organized the 
*' New York Ladies' Relief Union." 

" And thus the precteus sympathy between the firesides and 
the camp-fires, between the bayonet and the needle, the tanned 
cheek and the pale face, has kept the nation safe." 

No war can be carried on without the co-operation of women. 
Men order out their regiQients, but women must give their sup- 
port ; men fight with the rifle, women must work with the needle ; 
men leave their homes, women must guard them with care ; men 
are wounded, women must nurse ; men die, and women 
must smooth their death-bed pillows and close their eyes in death. 
God bless the women who served the nation in its hour of trial. 
(Cheers) ! 

Three cheers were then given for Major Lockwood and the 
ladies. 

By desire, Capt. Grill, a splendid tenor, then favored the com- 
pany with " John Brown." 

The Advance Guakd. 
Colonel John Hay being repeatedly called upon to recite his 
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poem again, was presented by the Chairman, and endeavored to 
excuse himself by a humorons speech, in what he referred to his 
connection with the Old Tenth Army Corps, in which might be 
called the ante-natal period of the Army of the James, when they 
pursued the musical drum-fish through the waters of Port Royal, 
and studied the habits of the hermit crab on the sands of lone 
Tybee. He related how he was sent to Washington to obtain 
for the army an opportunity to move away from its conchological 
pursuits to take part with the " fighting dough-boys " in the great 
campaign by the James. The application was at once successful. 
Gen. Grant immediately saying he would be glad to have Gill- 
more with him. Col. Hay regretted that his share was so small 
in the glorious record of the Army of the James ; but he would 
always consider the days passed in the commands of Hunter and 
Gillmore as among the happiest of his life. The names were 
very few, as Gen. Devens had graphically shown, which would 
shine like stars when the events we have seen shall fade into the 
twilight of diffused tradition ; but it is enough to satisfy any rea- 
sonable ambition to feel that we have a part, however small, in 
the just fame of the Army of the Republic, one single atom of 
star-dust in the luminous track made by its path through history. 
These remarks were received with applause, and " The Advance 
Guard " was again loudly called for, and at last recited by Col. 
Hay, and greeted at the close by the most enthusiastic cheering, 
repeated and continued. 



The Late Brev. Major-Gen. Charles G. Halpine, U. 'S. Vols. 

Gen: Devens said the words that Tacitus applied to Africanus 
might be applied to the 10th Army Corps " Arida ntdrix leonum.'* 
(Applause). And what is applied to Italy might be appled to it ; 
it is " the mother of poets " as well as lions. (Cheers.) He asked 
leave to recall the memory of a poet of the 10th Army Corps, 
whose sword has fallen nerveless from his hands, and the strings 
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oi whose lyre are broken, battle-scarred, but glorious. He thei> 
repeated the well-known lines ending — 

** Whatever fate betide us, brothers let us ever be.'* 

And concluded by proposing " The Memory of Miles O'Eeilly." 
(Drank in solemn silence). 

Three Cheers for Gen. Gillmore. 

Colonel Hay asked leave to repeat four lines from ** Miles: 
O'EeiUy :"— 

** Three cheers for Gillmore ; 
For he it was, you know, 
Who knocked Fort Sumter into a 
Triangular chapeau." 

(Great laughter and " three cheers for Gillmore)." 
The American Bayard. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Amos Binney said— ^Justice has not beenf 
done to the Navy. I wish to remind you of one who was a model 
to all — our lamented Farragut. I wish to offer a single toast to- 
the memory of the American ChevaUer Bayard, " without fear 
and without reproach ;" our noble heroic Admiral, our noble- 
Christian gentleman, Admiral Farragut, and I ask you all to drink 
that toast in memory of the great Admiral. 

(Drank in solemn silence). 

The Cavalry of the U. S. Army. 

Gen. Hinks said — Ten years ago he saw a youth, fresh from his:- 
studies, take his place as Second Lieutenant in the U. S. Cavalry^ 
He watched that Second Lieutenant with attention from that day,, 
and had seen him inscribe his name high in the roU of fame, and 
his deeds were appreciated by all the world who can appreciate- 
chivalrous action in a mounted man. Without further preface he 
would give them " The U. S. Cavalry," and he expected that 
sentiment to be responded to by his old comrade, (Jeorge A,. 
Ouster. (Three cheers for Qen. Custer.) 
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Gen. Custer said he came unprepared to be called upon to 
«peak. He was unable to do justice to the subject. His mission- 
had Ibeen altogether with the cavalry during the war, and while 
little acquainted with the Army of the James as an army, there 
were several occasions on which he was glad enough to know 
4ihat it was in that part of the country. (Laughter). On the night 
of the 8th April they were in pursuit of Lee, and his division 
was sent to intercept Lee. They did so at Appomattox Station, 
<capturing several of his trains, and contending with him until two 
o'clock in the night. They slept on their arms that night. About 
four o'clock in the morning one corps of the Army of the James 
took up its position. In the morning Lee, supposing there was 
nothing but cavalry in his front, renewed the fight ; but, as soon 
4is he saw the infantry had amved and were in position, he con- 
oluded that a ** new departure " was necessary. (Laughter). The 
•speaker concluded by thanking the Society on behalf of the 
•cavalry. 

Thanks to the Orator of the Day. 

On the motion of General G. H. Sharpe, the thanks of the 
Society were tendered to Gen. Duncan for the eulogium he de- 
livered on the grand old Army of the James. 

Gen. Duncan — I have been so captivated by the gentlemen 
who addressed you, that my voice has failed me altogether. It 
is not in consequence of what I have eaten or drank, but from 
the cheers I have given in applause for the remarks I have listen- 
od to. I am very grateful for the compliment you have paid me. 

Yolunteer Toasts. — " The jueinory of the private sddiei^s of the 
Army of tfie James " was given by General Duncan. " The 
health of the Signal Corps and Colonel H, S, Tafff^ was given ; 
also, " The Absent Commanders of the Army of the James,^' 
"' Major- General Ratolins^'' and other toasts. 

A vote of thanks to the presiding officer. General Graham, was 
passed on the motion of Major Howell? 
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In response to calls for Bbevet Bbioadieb-Genebal O. L. 
Mann, of niinois, that officer delivered an exceedingly humorous 
speech, in which he compared himself to the ancient gentleman 
who, not being able to make a speech, got his ass to speak for 
him. He then called upon a gallant officer to make a speech for 
him, but the invitation to act the part of Balaam's ass was de- 
clined. 

Three cheers were then given for General Mann and the re- 
cruiting service. 

The company then drank the health of Assist ant Adjutant 
General Israel E. Seely, of the 10th Army Corps. 

Major Gteorge W. Cooney then sang " The Standard Bearer "^ 
in grand style, after which the company gave three cheers for 
the Society of the Army of the James and separated, to meet 
again in 1874- 



Habtford, Conn., August 29, 1871. 
Deab Sib : 

Betuming from an extended trip in the far northwest, I find 
that at the late reunion of the Society of the Army of the James, 
my friends did me the great honor to elect me President of the 
Association for the ensuing three years. For this wholly unex- 
^ pected compliment I am most sincerely grateful. I hope soon,, 
probably next week, to call upon you in person and inform my- 
self more fully of the duties of the position, that I. may carefully 
and thoroughly discharge them. 

Very respectfully yours, 

JOS. E. HAWLEY. 
John H. Howell, Cor. Sec, Ac, &c., 149 Broadway. 



THE END. 
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Brevet Major General GODFREY WEITZEL, U. S. A. 

Brevet Major-General EDWARD W. SERRELL, late Colonel ist New York 

Engineers, of New York. 

Brevet Major-General MARTIN N. CURTIS, late U. S. V., of New York. 

Brevet Major-General GEORGE H. GORDON, late U. 5. V., of Massachusetts. 



Recording Secretary: 

Brevet Major WILLIAM E. KISSELBURGH, late Assistant Adjutant-General 
U. S. v., of New York, (7V<7y Jtmes.) 

Corresponding Secretary: 

* Brevet Major JOHN H. HOWELL, late Captain 3d N. Y. Art., of New York, 
Army and Navy Club, No. 21 W. 27th Street, New York. 

Treasurer: 

Brevet Brigadier -General CHARLES A. CARLETON, late Assistant Adjutant- 
General U, S. v., of New York, No. 98 Broadway. P. O. Box 4059. 

Chaplain : 
Rev. William H. Thomas, late Chaplain 4lh New Hampshire V., of New York.. 

♦Brevet Captain U. S. Army. 



6 OFFICERS. 

Orator: 

For the Fourth Reunion, to be held at Philadelphia, in 1876, 

Brevet Major.General JOSEPH R. HAWLEY, late U. S. V., of Connecticut. 



Initiation Fee $i .00 Annual Dues $2.00 



* Members in arrears for dues are requested to remit the same to the Treasurer 
as early as practicable, in order to defray the expense of the present publication. 
An additional assessment of fifty cents (50 cts.), is also ordered by the Executive Com- 
mittee, for the same purpose. In remitting, please sign your name, rank, and arm 
of service in full — staff position, if any, and residence. 

Officers and enlisted men of the late Army of the James, who have not joined the 
Society, will have their names duly entered upon the books of the Recording Secretary, 
upon the Receipt by the Treasurer, of the Initiation Fee. 

All concerned are earnestly solicited to use their influence to increase the numbers of 
the Society by inducing others to join. 
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President: 

■LIOTBD. 

Sept. 2, 1868. Brevet Major-General CHARLES DEVENS, Jr., late U. S. Vols. 
July 19, 1871. Brevet Major-General JOSEPH R. HAWLEY, late U. S. Vol., of 
Connecticut. 

Viee-Freaidenta: 

Sept. 2, 1868. Brevet Major-General ROBERT S. FOSTER, late U.^S. Vols. 

Brevet Major-General JOHN W. TURNER, late U. S. A. 

Brevet Major-General JOSEPH R.. HAWLEY, late U. S. Vols. 

Brevet Brigadier General ALONZO ALDEN, late U. S. Vols. 

Brevet Major-General EDWARD W. HINKS, U. S. A. 
July 19, 187 1. Brevet Major-General CHARLES K. GRAHAM, late U. S. Vols. 

Brevet Major-General ADELBERT AMES, late U. S. A. 

Brevet Brigadier-General ORRIN L. MANN, late U. S. Vols. 

Brevet Major-General GALUSHA PENNYPACKER, U. S. A. 

Brevet Major-General CHARLES J. PAINE, late U. S. Vols. 

Reeordiny Secretary: 

Sept. 2, 1868. Brevet Lieutenant -Colonel GEORGE A. BRUCE, late U. S. Vols. 
July 19, 1871. Brevet Major WILLIAM E. KISSELBURGH, late U. S. Vols. 

Corresponding Secretary: 
Sept. 2, 1868. ♦Brevet Colonel PHINEAS A. DAVIS, late U. S. Vols. 
July 19, 1871. t Brevet Major JOHN H. HOWELL, late U. S. Vols. 

Treasurer: 

Sept. 2, 1868. Brevet Brigadier-General CHARLES A. CARLETON, late U. S. Vols. 
July 19, 1871. Brevet Brigadier -General CHARLES A. CARLETON, late U. S. Vols. 

Chmplain: 

Sept. 2, 1868. Chaplain H. CLAY TRUMBULL, late U. S. Vols. 

July 19, 1871. Chaplain WILLIAM HOWELL TAYLOR, late U. S. Vols. 

Orator: 

Sept. 2, 1868. For the Second Reunion, held in New York City, on the third 
Wednesday of July, 187 1, Brevet Major-General ALFRED H. 
TERRY, U. S. A, 

July 19, 187 1. For the Third Reunion, held in New York City, on the third Wed- 
nesday of October, 1874, Brevet Major-General THOMAS O. 
OSBORNE, late U. S. Vols. 

Alternates: 

APPOINTED. 

June, 1871. Brevet Major-General SAMUEL A. DUNCAN, late U. S. Vols. 

(Delivered the Oration in the absence of Qeneral Terry.) 
Sept. 1874. Major-General BENJAMIN F. BUTLER, late U. S. Vols. 
(Delivered the Oration in the absence of General Osborne.) 

l*oet: 



June, 187 1. Colonel JOHN HAY, late U. S. Vols. 

Sept., 1874. Dr. J. G. HOLLAND, {''Timothy Titcomb,*') 



♦Deceased. 



t Brevet Captain TJ. 8. A. 
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The above is a fac -simile of the Badge adopted at the last Reunion. It embodies 
the Tenth, Eighteenth, Twenty-fourth and Twenty-fifth Corps, and the Naval Brigade, 
and will be furnished in pure gold and enameled in appropriate colons at the following 
rates: 

First Quality, pure gold, for $i6 oo 

Second " " " 800 

Meml^rS desiring Badges, will receive an order upon the manufacturer, upon 
application to th^ Treasurer, 



THE CONSTITUTION. 



Article J. The name of this association shall be the Society of the 
Army of the James; and said society shall include all officers and en- 
listed men who have served with honor in the Army of the James, or in 
any organization which at any time formed a portion of that army. 
Honorary members may be elected from officers who have served with 
distinction in armies of the United States. 



Article 2. The object of this Society shall be to preserve the memory 
of the fortunes and achievements of the Army of the James; to perpetuate 
the bonds of comradeship among its surviving members; to cherish the 
memory of those who have fallen, and by every means to cultivate and 
foster a pure and patriotic devotion to the service of the country. 

Article j. For the purpose of effecting these objects, the Society shall 
be organized by the triennial election of a President, five Vice-Presidents, 
a Corresponding Secretary, a Recording Secretary, a Treasurer, and a 
Chaplain. The Society shall meet triennially, the time and place of 
the next reunion to be determined by the permanent officers of the 
Society, six months prior to each meeting, due notice thereof being given 
to the members. All members of the Society who are prevented by any 
cause from personally attending, are expected to notify the Correspond- 
ing Secretary, and to impart such information in regard to themselves as 
they may deem proper, and as may be of interest to their brethren of 
the Society, , 



BY-LAWS. 



I. All meetings of this Society shall be opened by prayer to Almighty 
God by a former chaplain of the army, to be selected for the occasion by 
the President of the Society. 

II. Every officer and enlisted man desiring to become a member of 
the Society shall, upon signing the Constitution, pay to the Treasurer the 
sum of one dollar as Initiation Fee, and thereafter the sum of two dollars 
per annum as yearly dues, payable annually in advance. 

III. Any member who shall be in arrears for dues for a period of three 
years, shall have his name dropped from the rolls until his dues shall be 
paid, or they be remitted by a vote of the Society. 

IV. Money for ordinary expenses of the Society may be expended by 
the Treasurer, upon the warrant of the President; all other expenses only 
in pursuance of a vote of the Society. 

V. When the place of the next meeting of this Society ^hall be decided 
upon, the President shall appoint an Executive Committee of three mem- 
bers, resident at such place, or contiguous thereto, whose duty it shall 
be to make all needful preparations and arrangements for such a meeting. 

VI. At such triennial meeting, there shall be selected, in such manner 
as the Society shall determine, from the members of the Society, a per- 
son to deliver a welcome address at the next triennial meeting. 

VII. At each meeting of the Society, the Treasurer shall make a full 
report of his receipts and expenditures. 
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KAMB AWD BANK. BKSI^BNOB. 

Abbott, Joseph C. {B. G, bvt,). Col. 7 N. H, V Wilmington, N. C. 

Comdr. 2 Brig. 24 A. C. 
Abell, Charles C. (Z. C ^/.), Major 10 N. Y. Art Chicago, 111. 

Comdr. Art. Brig. 24 A. C. 
Adams, Henry C, Maj. 1 1 Me. V New York City. 

A. C. 8. Staflf Maj. Gen. B. F. Butler. 

Adams, Stephen D., 2 Lt. 13 N. Y. Art .Brooklyn, L. I. 

Alberger, Morris, H. (Z. C, bvt,), Maj. A. Q. M. U. S. V New York City. 

As8t. Chf. Q. M. 24 A. 0. 
Alden, Alonzo (^. G, but.). Col. 169 N. Y. V Troy, N. Y. 

Comdr. Brig. 2 Div. 10 A. C. 
Ames, Adelbert {M. G, bvt\ Brig. Gen Natchez, Miss. 

Comdr. 10 A. C. 

Appleget, Thomas B., Maj. 9 N. J. V Hightstown, N. J. 

Atherton, George W., Capt. 10 Conn. V New Brunswick, N.J. 

Atwood, Cornelius G. (Z. C. bvt,\ Maj. 25 Mass. V Boston, Mass. 

Babcock, Courtlandt G. (Z. C. bvt,), Maj. 96 N. Y. V New York City. 

' Asst. ProY. Mshl. Staff Gen. C. Deyens, Jr. 
Baker, Clarence M., Asst. Surg. 47 N. Y. V New York City. 

Asst. Surgoon, Pettigrew Hospital, Raleigh, N. C. 

Baker, Joseph I. (Z. C, bvt,), Maj. 4 Mass. Cav Boston, Mass. 

Barnard, Daniel P. [,M, bvt.\ Capt. 139 N. Y. V (Unknown.) 

Barnard, James M., Capt. 24 Mass. F Savannah, Ga. 

A. D. G. Staff Gen. Q. A. Gillmore and B. S. Foster. 
Barnes, Norman, S. (Z. C. bvt,), Surg. U. S. V Chicago, 111. 

Med. Direc. 10 A. C. 

Beath, Robert B., L. C. 6 U. S. C. T Harrisburgh, Pa. 

Bell, James B. {M. bvt.)^ Capt. 24 Mass. V Boston, Mass. 

Bergen, Adrian V., Capt. 139 N. Y. V Brooklyn, N. Y. 

Binney, Amos, (Z. C. bvt,)y Maj. Ad. Paym'r. U. S. V New York City. 

Chf. Paym'r. Dep't. Va. & N. C. 

Blunt, Nathaniel W., i Lt. 13 N. Y. Hvy. Art Burlington, Vt. 

Bohonon, Daniel W., Capt. 12 N. H. V Richmond, Va. 

BouvE, Edward F., Maj. 4 Mass. Cav Boston, Mass. 

Brady, Robert, Jr., i Lt. 11 Me. V . . . .New York City. 

Brayton, Charles R. {B, G. bvt,). Col. 3 R. I. Art Providence, R. I. 

Chf. Art. Dept. South. 
Brooks, Charles A., Capt. 9 Me. V Denver, Col. 

A.C.M.lDiT.10A.C. 
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Brown, James F., L. C. 21 C. V Savannah, Ga. 

Bruce, George A. (L, C. bvt.), Capt. 13 N. H. V Boston, Mass. 

BULLARD, Willard, {Maj. bvt,), I Lt. 74 N. Y. V New York City. 

A. A. D. C. Staff. Oen. C. K. Graham. 

BURNHAM, Charles A., Asst. Surg. 3 N. H. V Boston, Mass. 

Butler, Benjamin F., Maj. Gen Lowell, Mass. 

Com'dr. Army of the James. 

Butts, Frank A. (CoL iwt,), Maj. 47 N. Y. V New York City. 

♦Byrnes, Thomas H. {M, bvt,\, Capt. 76 Penn. V Cannelton, W. Va. 

Act. Ord. Offio. 1 Div. 24 A. C, 

Campbell, Albert, Capt. 10 Conn. V , Voluntown, Conn. 

Carleton, Charles A. {B. G, bvt.), L. C. and A. A. G New York City. 

Asst. Adjt. Gen. 10 A. C. Late 2 Lt. 19 IT. S. Inf. 

Carlton, William J. {M. bvt.), Capt. 48 N. Y. V New York City. 

Act. Ord. Offie. Army of the James. 

Carter, Norris M. (Z. C. bvt.), Surg. 100 N. Y. V Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 

Carter, Solon A. (Z. C. bvt.\ Capt. A. A. G Keene, N. H. 

A. A. G. 8 Div. 10 A. C. 
Cassels, John, {L. C. bvt.\ Maj. 11 Pa. Cav Philadelphia, Pa. 

Prov. Mar. Gen. A. J. 

Chase, James M., Capt. 7 N. H. V .Cambridge, Mass. 

Cheney, Albert O., Capt. 127 U. S. C. T ." Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 

Churchill, Henry, 2 Lt. 13 N. H. V Concord, N. H. 

Clarke, Rome R., Surg. 34 Mass. V Whitinsville, Mass. 

8urg.Chf.l4A.C. 
CoAN, William B., Col. 48 N. Y. V Lawrence, Mass. 

Ck>mdr. Brig. 2 Diy. 10 A. C. 

Coffin, Edward W. {^M, bvt\ Capt. C. S Kirkwood, N. J. 

CoLViN, James A. {Col, bvt.\ Lt. Col. 169 N. Y. V New York City. 

Couthouy, William A., Lt. 24 Mass. V Boston, Mass. 

Grain, Frederick, {M, bvt.), Capt. A. Q. M Springfield, Vt. 

Craven, John J. (Z. C. bvt.\ Surg. U. S. V Bergen, N. J. 

Med. Direo. 10 A. C. 

Currier, Charles A., Capt. 40 Mass. V Chelsea, Mass. 

Curtis, Hall, Surg. 2 Mass. Hvy. Art Boston, Mass. 

Curtis, Martin N. {M, G. dvi.), Brig. Gen Ogdensburgh, N. Y. 

Comdr. Brig. 2 DIy. 10 A. C. 

Dana, Gustavus S., Capt. Signal Corps, U. S. A Springfield, 111. 

Chf. Sig. Offie. 10 A. 0. 

Dandy, George B. [B. G. Irvt.), Col. 100 N. Y. V Ft. A. Lincoln, D.T. 

_ Comdr 8 Brig. 1 Div. 24 A. C. (B. G. bvt.), Q. M. Dpt. U. 8. A. 
Davenport, John I. {Capt, bvt,\ 2 Lt. i U. S. C. Cav New York City. 

A. A. D. C. and Asst. Ptoy. Marah'l A. J. 
♦Davis, Phineas A. {Col, but,), Capt. A. A. G New Canton,C.H.,Va. 

A. A. G. 1 Div, 24 A. C. 
Deacon, Edward P. {M. bvt,), Capt. 2 U. S. Col. Cav Boston, Mass. 

A. A. D. C. Staff Gen. C. Devens, Jr. 

* Deceased. 
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DeKay, Sidney, {M. hvt,), i Lt. 8 Corni. V New York City. 

A. A. D. 0. Staff Gen. B. F. BuUer. 
Denny, Edward W. {Capt, ^/.), i Lt. 2 Mass. Hvy. Art Jacksonville, Fla. 

A. A. D. C. Staff Oen. I Yogdea. 

Denny, James H., Asst. Surg. 2 Mass. Hvy Art Hartford, Conn. 

Denny, J. Waldo, Capt. 25 Mass. V Boston, Mass. 

De Peyster, J. Livingston, (Z. C. bvL)^ Lt. 13 N. Y. Art New York City. 

Devens, Charles, Jr. {M. G, bvt.), Brig. Gen Worcester, Mass. 

Ck>mdr. 8 Div. 24 A. C. 

Diller, Luther Y., Capt. 76 Penn. V Hanover, Pa. 

Diller, William S., Maj. 76 Penn. V Hanover, Pa. 

DoNOHOE, Michael T. {B. G. hvt,). Col. 10 N. H. V Concord, N. H. 

Oomdr. 2 Brig. 8 Div. 24 A. C. 

DoUBLEDAY, Ulysses {B. G. Irvt,), Col; 45 U. S. C. T New York City. 

' Comdr. 2 Brig. 2 Div. 25 A. C. 

Douglass, Eugene, Capt. 47 N. Y. V Albany, N. Y. 

Draper, Frank W. Capt. 39 U. S. C. T Boston, Mass. 

Duncan, Samuel A., {M. G. dvi.), Col. 4 U. S. C. T New York City. 

Comdr. 8 Brig. 3 Div. 18 A. C. 
Dyer, George B., {Co/, bvt.), Maj. 9 Me. V Eastport, Me. 

Edmands, Thomas F., {CoL bvt.)^ L. C. 24 Mass. V Boston, Mass. 

Elwell, Charles W., Capt. 34 Mass V 1 New York City. 

A. A. I. G. Brig. 24 A. C. 

Ferguson, Asa H., Capt. 48 N. Y. V.; New York City. 

FoLSOM, Norton, (Z. C. bvt.), Surg. 45 U. S. C, T New York City. 

Act. Med. Direc. 25 A. C. * 
Foster, R0Bert S., {M, G. bvt.^y Brig. Gen Indianapolis, Ind. 

Comdr. 1 Div. 24 A. C. 

Fox, Henry O., Adjt. 11 Me. V New York City. 

Freeborn, Thomas, Capt. i N, Y. Mt. Rifles New York City. 

Fuller, Charles E., Col. and A. Q. M Boston, Mass. 

Chf. Q. M. Army James. 
Furness, William E., Maj. & Judge Adv. 25 A. C Chicago, 111. 

Gage, Alfred, Capt. C. S. V New York City. 

Gear, William R., Sgnt. 3 N. Y. V Brooklyn, N. Y. 

Gerrish, Hiram F., Maj. and A. Q. M Boston, Mass. 

Gibbon, John, Maj. Gen , Ft. Shaw, Montana. 

Comdr. 24 A. C (M. G, bvt.),U. 8. A, 

GiBBS, John S., {M, but.), late i Lt. U. S. Art St. Louis, Mo. 

A. A. D. C. Staflf Gen. J. W. Turner. 

GiLLEN, James. C, i Lt. 5 N. J. Batt*y Brookljm, L. I. 

Gillmore, Quincey a., Maj. Gen., Vols New York City. 

Comdr. 10 A. C. (M. G. bvt.), U. 8. Eng's. 

GoFF, Nathan, Jr. (^. G. bvt,). Col. 37 U. S. C. T Warren, R. I. 

Goodrich, Milian B. [Capt. bvt,), i Lt. 3 N. Y. Lt. Art New York City. 

A. A. D. C. 24 A. C. 



14 MEMBERS. 



HAMS Am BAITK. BBSIDKHOB. 

Gordon, George H. {AT, G. bvt,). Brig. Gen Boston, Mass. 

Graham, Charles K. {M, G. ivL), Brig. Gen. U. S. V New York City. 

Comdr. Naval Brigade. 
Graves, Charles H. {CoL ln;t,\ Maj. A. A. G Duluth, Minna. 

A. A. D. C. Staff Gen. A. H. Teny. 
Graves, Emmons E. {Col. bvt.), Maj. A. D. C Boston, Mats. 

Staff Gen. G. WeitzeL 
Graves, Frank H. {M. bvt,), i Lt. 36 U. S. C. T West Newton, Mass. 

A. A. D. C. Staff Gen. C. J. Paine. 
Graves, Thomas T. (M. bvt.), Capt. A. D. C West Newton, Mass. 

Staff Gen. G. WeitzeL 

Greeley, Edwin S. {B. G. bvt,). Col. 10 Conn. V New Haven, Conn. 

Greeley, George P., Surg. 4 N. H. V Nashua, N. H. 

Green, Samuel A. (Z. C. bvt.), Surg. 24 Mass. V Boston, Mass. 

Greenleaf, Richard O., Maj. 4 N. H. V Chicago, His. 

Grill, Louis A., Capt. 3 Penn. Hvy. Art New York City. 

A. A. D. C. Staff Gen. C. K. Graham. 

Guernsey, Daniel W., Capt. 47 N. Y. V Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 

Guild, Charles E., 2 Lt. i R. I. Lt. Art Hebronville, Mass. 

Gurney, William, {B. G. bvt.), Col. 127 N. Y. V Charleston, S. C. 

Comdr. Brig. 8 Div. 18 A. C. 

Hall, James F. (B. G. bvt.). Col. i N. Y. Engs Garrison's N. Y. 

♦ Hall, Robert M. {B. G. bvt.), Col. 38 U. S. C. T Charleston, S. C. 

(CoL bvt.) U.S. Art. 

Hampson, Alfred, 2 Lt. 13 N. Y. H. Art Hempstead, L. I. 

Harding, William J., Capt. 38 U. S. C. T New York City. 

Hart, Isaac C. {M. bvt.), Capt. 2 U. S. C. Cav Galesburgh, 111. 

Act Chf . Ord. Offic. 25 A. C. 
Hawley, Joseph R. {M. G. bvt,). Brig. Gen Hartford, Conn. 

Ck>mdr. Div. 10 A. C. 

Hayward, Joseph, W. {Afbvt.), Asst. Surg, U. S. V Taunton, Mass. 

HiNKS, Edward W. {M G bvt.). Brig. Gen Milwaukee, Wis. 

Comdr, 3 Div. 18 A. C. (M. G. bvt.), U. S, Inf. 

Holbrook, Silas P., 2 Lt. 45 U. S. C. T Boston, Mass. 

Howard, William A., Col. i N. Y. Marine Art Washington, D. C. 

Howell John H. (M. bvt.), Capt. Lt. Batt'y M. 3 N. Y. Art., 

{Capt. bvt.), U. S. A., late 2 Lt. 2 U. S. Art New York City. 

Huggins, Charles, Capt. 47 N. Y. V New York City. 

HuTCHiNGS, William V., Lt. Col. A. Q. M Boston, Mass. 

CM. a M. 25 A. C. 
Jackson, Richard H. {M. G, bvt.). Brig. Gen Charleston, S. C. 

Comdr. Div. 25 A. C. iB. G. bvt.), 1 U. S. Art. 

James, William L. {B. G. bvt.), Capt. A. Q. M Philadelphia, Penn. 

Chf. Q. M. Dept. Va. 
Johnson, Nathan J. {Co/, bvt.), Lt. Col. 115 N. Y. V Ballston Spa, N. Y, 

Comdr. Brig. 2 Div. 10 A. 0. 
Jones, David, {M. bvt,), i Lt. R, Q. M. 97 Penn. V Westchester, Penn. 

* Deceased. 
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Jones, John C, Capt. 24 Mass. V Boston, Mass. 

A. A. D. C. Staff Gen. J. W. Turner. 

JoURDAN, James. {M. G, bvt,). Col. 158 N. Y. V Brooklyn. N. Y. 

Julian, George N., Capt. 13 N. H. V Exeter, N. H. 

Keeler, Birney B. (Z. C. bvt,), Maj. Jud. Adv. Vols Columbia, S. C. 

Jud. Adv. Dept. of Va. (L. C. bvt.), 18 U. 8. Inf , 

Kent, Nicholas, late U. S. Steamer, Santiago de Cuba New York City. 

Kent, William L., Capt. 23 Mass V New York City. 

A. A. A. G. 1 Div. 18 A. C. 

Keenan, Henry F., Corporal Co. H. 9 N. J. V New York City. 

KiDDOo, Joseph B. {M, G. bvt.), Col. 22 U. S. C. T New York. 

Comdr. Brig. 3 Div. 25 A. C. B, G., U. 8. A.,(Retired.) 
Kinsman, J. B. {M, G, bvt.), Lt. Col. Ad. A. D. C Boston, Mass. 

Sta£F Gen. B. F. Butler. 
KissELBURGH, WiLLiAM E., Maj. 169 N. Y. V Troy, N. Y. 

A. A. D. C. Staff Gen. I. Vogdes. 

Lathrop, Joseph H., i Lt. & Adjt. 4 Mass. Cav Dedham, Mass. 

Lawrence, A. Gallatin. (B. G. bvt.), Capt. 2 U. S. C. Cav. .Newport, R. L 

A. A. D. C. 8taff Gen. A. Ames. 

Lawrence, James, 2 Lt. 6 U. S. C. T Boston, Mass. 

Lawrence, John H. (L. C. bvt.) Col. 13 Ind. V Washington, D. C. 

Leavitt, Sheldon, Jr., {Capt. bvt.), i Lt. 4 Mass. Cav New York City. 

A. A. D. C. 10 and 24 A. C. 

Ledlie, James H., Brig. Gen New York City. 

Lee, Horace C. {B. G. bvt.). Col. 27 Mass. V Boston, Mass. 

Lewis, De W.*Clinton, (Z. C. bvt.), Capt. 97 Penn. V West Chester, Pa. 

Limberger, Augustus D., i Lt. 3 N. Y. V Brooklyn, N. Y. 

Lincoln, Levi, i Lt. 34 Mass. V Worcester, Mass. 

Lincoln, William S. {B. G. bvt.). Col. 34 Mass. V Worcester, Mass. 

Livermore, Thomas L., Col. 18 N. H. V Boston, Mass. 

A. A. A. G. 25 A. C. 

Livingston, George B., Lt. U. S. Navy New York City. 

LoCKWOOD, Henry C. {Mbvt.), Capt. Ad. A. D. C New York City. 

Staff Qen. A. Ames. 

LocKWooD, Joseph E. {M. bvt.), Capt. 116 U. S. C. T (Unknown.) 

Lord, Henry E. {L. C. bvt.), Capt. C. S Charleston, S. C. 

Lord, T. Ellery, {B. G. bvt.), Maj. 3 N. Y. V Albany, N. Y. 

Lowell, John H., Capt. A. Q. M Hallowell, Me. 

Lyon, James W. (L. C. bvt. ), Capt. 4 R. I. Art Newport, R. I. 

*Macdonald, Christopher R., Col. 47 N. Y. V New York City. 

Comdr. Brig. 2 Div. 10 A. C. 
Male, William H. {M. bvt.), Capt. 139 N. Y. V Brooklyn, L. I. 

Act. Chf. Ord. Offlc. 24 A. C. 

Mann, Orrin L. {B. G. bvt.). Col. 39 III. V Chicago, 111. 

Markley, Alfred C, i Lt. and Adjt. 127 U. S. C. T Bryn Mawr, Pa. 

'Deceased. 
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Marsh, Henry N., Capt. 139 N. Y: V New Brunswick, N.J. 

Massett, John B., i Lt. R. Q. M. 47 N. Y. V. New York City. 

Mathot, Louis, (Capt. bvt.), i Lt. 40 Mass. V New York City. 

A, A. D. C. 3 Brig. 8 Div. 24 A. C. 

Maxfield, Albert, Capt. 11 Me. V New York City. * 

McDonald, Joseph M., Lt. Col. 47 N. Y. V '. New York City. 

McFarlan, James E. (Z. C. bvt.), Maj. 11 Penn. Cav West Chester, Pa. 

McIlvaine, Charles, Capt. 97 Penn. V Philadelphia, Pa. 

Chf. Ord, Offlc. 3 Div. 10 A. C. 

McKeogh, Thomas M., Capt. 47 N. Y. V New York City. 

McMuRDY, E. B. (Col. bvt,\ Capt. 41 N. Y. V New York City. 

Merrill, Simeon H., Capt. 1 1 Me. V Washington, D. C. 
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The many brilliant deeds of the '* Army of the James," the eminence 
of many who were connected with it, render it almost superfluous to 
give even a sketch of its history. It will be interesting to many, how- 
ever, to have a few facts relating to it. The * * Army of the James " was 
composed originally of two Corps, the Tenth and Eighteenth. A por- 
tion of the Tenth Corps, under Brig. Gen. T. W. Sherman, captured 
Hilton Head and Beaufort, S. C, fought many fights, and afterwards cap- 
tured Fort Pulaski and the whole of the Atlantic coast of Florida. The 
Eighteenth Corps was originally a portion of the Ninth Corps, and under 
Gen. A. E. Burnside, captured Roanoke Island, Newbern, and the 
coast of North Carolina. When Gen. Burnside went to the assistance 
of Gen. McClellan, th^ troops left behind were afterwards re-enforced by 
several brigades from the Army of the Potomac, and formed the Eigh- 
teenth Corps, under Gen. John G. Foster. When Gen. Foster went • to 
Hilton Head to assist Gen. David Hunter in the reduction of Fort Sum- 
ter, he took with him a great portion of the Corps. They were afterwards 
made a part of the Tenth Corps, and participated in the capture of Mor- 
ris Island, the bloody assaults on Fort Wagner, and the long and tedious 
siege of Charleston. The continuous hard work of months and the con- 
stant cannonading were more trying and fatal than the battles, with long 
intervals of rest, of the armies in the interior. 

Finally the Tenth Corps, under Gen. Q. A. Gillmore, sailed for Fort- 
ress Monroe, and, joining the Eighteenth Corps, under Maj. Gen. Wm. 
F. (*' Baldy ") Smith, became the *' Army of the James," and ascended 
that river under Gen. B. F, Butler, at the same time that Gen. Grant 
started on his great campaign with the Army of the Potomac — holding 
the position, a very important one, until the arrival of Gen. Grant's 
Army, when the siege of Petersburg commenced. The Army of the 
James — the Tenth Corps, under Maj. Gen. D. D. Birney, and the 
Eighteenth, under E. O. C. Ord — crossed the James at Deep Bottom, 
and captured Fort Harrison, and a long line of works around Rich- 
mond, by assault, losing many men. Gen. Ord was wounded, and 
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Gen, Birney, by constant exposure, contracted a disease that in a few 
weeks caused his death. Afier this the army was reorganized, the color- 
ed troops from the Army of the Potomac being joined to tho.e of the 
Army of the James, and formed ihe Twenty-fifth Corps, under Brevet 
Maj. Gen. Godfrey Weitzel. while the white troops formed the Twenty- 
fourth Corps, under Gen. Ord. Soon after this a portion of the troops, 
under Generals Butler and Weitzel, started on the expeditions against 
Fort Fisher, N. C, and returned without accomplishing its object. Gen. 
Grant sent them again, under Brevet Maj Gen. A. H. Terry, with a 
more successful result. After this the Army of the James participated 
in the hard fighting around Petersburg ; and while Gen. Ord, with a 
portion of the Twenty-fuurth Corps, joined in the pursuit of Lee, the 
Third Division (Gen. Devens') of the Twenty-fourth and Kautz's Divi- 
sion of the Twenty-fifih Corps, both undjr Gen. Weitzel, were left to 
operate on the north side of the James ; and Gen. Devens' Division, 
with a few cavalrymen, had the honor of being the first troops to enter 
Richmond, April 3, 1865. 

Sl^ttb §rieitnml ^eunt0it* 

On Wednesday, October 21st. 1874, the Society of the Army of thp 
James held its third triennial reunion, at the Union League Club 
Theatre, New York. About two hundred ex-officers and enlisted men were 
assembled on the occasion. Among the distinguished officeis present 
were — Generals J. R. Hawley, President of ihe Society ; C. R. Bray ton, 
J. F. Hall, J. L. Otis, S. H. Roberts, J. Jourdan, E. S. Greeley, U. 
Doubleday, W. Guerney, C. A. Arthur, Gordon Granger, and Horace 
Porter ; Colonels A. B. Molt, F. A. Butts, A. S. Pell, W. B. Cuan, J. 
A. Colvin, E. B. McMurdy, and J. Langdon Ward ; Lieutenant-Colonels 
D. C. Lewis, F. A. Sawyer, J. M. McDonald, A. F. Miller, W. C. 
Church, R. E. A. Crolton, and J. J. Craven ; ALijors W. P. Shreve, J. 
Cassels, A. Bergen, S. DeKay, F. M. Weld, H. Adams, W. B. Dar- 
lington, W, A, Male, and J. M. Bundy ; Captains A. F. Puffer, H. M. 
Philips, H. A. Peck, A. O. Cheney, A. Limburger, S. Keogh, E. Doug- 
lass, S. Leavitt, Jr., and B. Seaward ; Chaplain H. C. Trumbull, Sur- 
geon H. M. Wells, U. S. Navy, and a large audience, with many ladies. 

Flags and Corps banners were spread around the stage, where the 
officers and speakers sat. 
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The President. General Joseph R. Hawley presided, and Major W. 
E. Kisselburgh was Secretary. Around them sat General B. F. Butler, 
Dr. J. G. Holland, General W. S. Hancock, U. S. A., Vice-Admiral 
§. C. Rowan, U. S. Navy, Generals Rufus Ingalls, C. K. Graham, M. 

:,R. Morgan, S. A. Duncan, N. Goff, Jr., J. Shaw, Jr., A. Alden. E. W. 
Serrell, J. B. Kiddoo, C A. Carlelon, Lieutenant-Colonel Kilburn 

,Knox, Major J, H. Howell, Captains J. I. Davenport, Thomas Free- 

. |>orn and Chaplain W. H. Thomas. 

The Governors Island Band, tendered by Col. R. E. A. Crofton, per- 
formed during the intervals of the proceedings. 



mKttniibt (^ommitttt. 

The arrangements for receiving the members arriving in this City and 
for holding the meeting and subsequent banquet, were carried out by 
the Executive Committee, which consisted of the following officers ;•: — 
General J. B. Kiddoo, (Chairman), Major H. C. Lockwood, Captain 
Thomas Freeborn, General E. W. Serrell, Capiain J. I, Davenport and 
General C. A. Carle ton (Treasurer). 

* Opening Address of the President, Brevet Major-General Joseph 
R. Hawley, U. S. Volunteers. 

Gentlemen of the Society of the Army of the James, Ladies and 
Gentlemen, Invited Guests : — I welcome you to this Triennial Meet- 
ing of our association. 1 had not the pleasure to be present with you 
three years ago, on the occasion, when you did me the honor, to ekct 
me to the office ol Prtsideni, and I take this opportunity to most heartily 
thank you. Nothing in the world is m )re naLural th^,n the forma- 
tion of associations like this in the Army and Navy. We were together 
one, two, three or lour years ago, un Jer circumstances better calculated 
to cement warm friendships than any oiher you can well imagine. We 
shared all manner of dangers and pleasures ; hot suns in Southern cli- 
mate ; the freezing winters of some portions of the country we cam- 
paigned in ; assaults, sieges, retreats, victories, hunger, cold and wet ; 
the jollity of our leisure hours ; the anxieties concernin|; the luture of 
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our great country ; and finally we joined in heart-felt gratitude to Al- 
mighty God for the great success that crowned our efforts. Of course 
warm friendships were there formed among men of previously different 
occupations, and frcrm widely separated sections of our land. Nobody 
expects to forget those associations ; everybody supposes that we would 
naturally seek to recall the memories of those s d, or pleasant, or glo- 
rious times, and would enjoy ihem the more especially that we can get 
away from the strifes of business and of politics, and come together once 
in a while to ** talk soldier " without being reproached. 

I do not think, however, th.xt any really brave soldier is especially 
disposed to boast of any part he had in the late war. I have thought 
sometimes, that we in the field had, in many respects, the. p'eas.n test 
side of the work. I do not know whether, if you are trying to balance 
del ghts, it mxy not have been better to have been down in the face of 
the immediate physical danger, doing, with ^11 our miglit. what we 
could put our hearts and hands to, than to working up here, away from 
the scene of immediate strife, with all your anxiety concerning the fate 
of our armies and the success of our battles, and, if I may say it, with 
your greater anxiety in regard to the possible turns and changes in pub- 
lic sentiniv-nt. So we do nol boast above others, that we did more to- 
ward saving the country, but it was a great satisfaction, and it is now a 
very great satisfaction, as we look back upon that war which grows more 
and more glorious, and more and more important, to remember that, 
whether we did much or little, we did what we could — we did what we 
could. (Applause.) Very few of us knew much of the military art. 
Called from all manner of peaceful pursuits, we could only go down 
there, to study and learn, and do as much as in us lay, to save a country 
brought into a most terrible and unexpected emergency. 

Previous to going on with the regular order of exercises, I call upon 
the Rev. Wm. H. Thomas, Chaplain of the 4th New Hampshire Volun- 
teers, to ask a divine blessing. 

' The Invocation. > ,: 

'^ev. Wm. Hi Thomas, Chaplain of the 4th New Hampshire Volun- 
teers, theti offered the following prayer : — 

't!)ur'Heavenly Father, we thank Thee for this great country ThoU 
hast gfvefe us, so ampte in its resources, so carefully preserved for the' 
working oat of some grand purpose of Thine own. We thank Thee 
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for its history and for so much of that help in its history as Thou hast 
given in exercising and pervading human hearts and minds, that there 
might be given to the world a government of the people, for the people, 
by the people. We thank Thee that Thou art, in our history saving us 
from the rocks on which Nations strike and sink, and lifting upon us 
the light of prosperity and blessing. And we thank Thee, too, for that 
share we have been permitted to have in saving this Nation from disin- 
tegration, and keeping it open for the efforts of every man alike. We 
thank Thee, too, that Thou dids't count us worthy to stand in the hour 
of peril, and that Thou dids't set us in a place, where Thou dids't fire 
us with lof y inspirations and fill our hearts with memories, that to day, 
surge in our hearts as an overwhelming sea. 

And we thank Thee, too, that Thou hast given us such glorious recol- 
lections of those who went forth with us and came not back ; who, in 
the day of battle, stood by the flag of duty, and went forth willingly, 
without a murmur to a soldier's grave. We bless Thee, O God, for all 
these inspirations and we pray Thy continued blessing upon this country, 
so dear to our hearts — so dear to the world. We pray Thy blessing 
upon those to wnom the war is a sad one, and who look back with tear- 
filled eyes. Will God bless them. Will God comfort them, and show 
them how high up Thou hast put the martyrs to duty on the roll of 
the Nation's honor. 

And we pray, Our. Father, that down to the end of time. Thou wilt 
keep this Nation from disunion, from fratricidal strife, and, in the end, 
voujhsafe to us all a blessed place in Thy kingdom. For Christ's 
sake. Amen. 



Introducing the Orator of the Day. 

General Hawley said : — At the last meeting of the Society, General 
Thomas O Osborne was selected as the Orator for this occasion, but 
General Osborne through other engagements is obliged to be absent, 
and is therefore unable to fill the duties of his appointment, and the 
Executive Committee deemed it proper to select in his stead Major- 
General Butler, the organizer and first commander of the Army, to 
who n you are now to have the pleasure of listening. (Applause.) 
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Welcome Address of Major-General Benjamin F. Butler, U. S. 

Volunteers. 

Mr. President, Comrades. Ladies and Gentlemen: — ''Soldiers of 
the Army of the James, the time has now come when some word should 
be said of your deeds.*' This was the opening sentence of a general 
order of one of your commanders issued ten years ago the present month. 
What was then a partial and fragmentary address to the army alone, I 
propose now to enlarge and illustrate, that the services of the Army of 
the James to the country may to some degree recei.e that full and just 
recognition which the patriotic valor of its soldiers deserves. 

In so doing, I am certain yOu will pardon me if I use no names of 
its officers, neither corps comrranders, nor generals of divisions or brig- 
ades lest an omission of mention of some brilliant deed of a portion be 
taken as an implied censure to the individual. For whatever may have 
been the thought of the hour; whatever may have been the ambitions and 
rivalry arising among its officers, all the more honorable as leading to 
higher endeavor in the public service ; whatever the criticisms made in 
the hour of combat, the softening influence of a decade of years must 
have long since obliterated any thought or remembrance of all save 
patriotic endeavors and glorious deeds. 

ITS organization. 

The first organization of the Army of the James was in the latter days 
of April, 1864, by the union of the Tenth and Eighteenth Army Corps 
on the peninsula of the York and James rivers, under the direction of 
the General of the Army of the United States, for the purpose of co- 
operation in his then impending movement upon the forces of Lee and 
Richmond. 

Before proceeding farther it will be convenient for better understand- 
ing, to sketch the condition of the several armies of the United States 
and of the Confederacy, which were to be precipitated against each other 
in the operations then pending and in progress. 

the reason for the decisive movements of the war then about to be 

MADE. 

The Confederates, doubtless feeling their waning strength and the ex- 
haustion of their resources, must have contemplated as their only hope 
the holding their capital and government organization against the United 
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Stales, until the fate of the rebellion should be decided by the elections 
in the coming autumn ; while to the Federal authorities there seemed 
to be a necessity that snbstantial victories and successes should be won 
in the field, to inspirit and hearten the loyal people of the North to con- 
tinue the war, the vital question of the continuance of which was in fact 
decided by the votes in the then coming Presidential election in Novem- 
ber. 

THE PREPARATIONS OF BOTH SIDES. 

For this purpose the field chosen was that whereon theretofore so many 
successes had been won and reverses suffered by the American armies 
in attempting to reach the rebel capital. For this purpose both parties 
girded themselves and gathered all their strength. The more distant 
operations were for the time mainly suspended or laid aside. General 
Grant was brought from the command of the western troops and made 
General of all the armies of the United Stales, but especially to take 
the field in person in the operations before and around Richmond. The 
Tenth Corps was ordered from the Department ot the South, wheie it 
had served ever since its organization, and united with the Eighteenth 
at Fortress Monroe. The cavalry arm of the service, refitted and re- 
enforced with large numbers, received Sheridan as its head. The Army 
of the Gulf, with the exception of enough to guard what had been won, 
was also ordered to form a part of the Army of the James for the same 
purpose. But the movement up Red River, then in process of being 
carried out, prevented the order being executed until some months 
lat^r. The Ninth Corps had reuviezvouzed at Annapolis apparently with 
the intent of being despatched on an expedition to strike some point in 
the South, but really wiih the view of being used, as was afterwards 
done, as a reserve to the Army of the Potomac. 

On the other side, the Confederates had concentrated every man that 
could be drawn from any source to reinforce and sustain Lee. ' The 
army of Beauregard was brought up from the South. Supplies were 
gathered between Richmond and the Rapidan. Horses were impressed. 
The conscription was enforced. Every man possible was brought into 
the field. Both parties lay waiting for the roads to become passable in 
the early c!ays of May before the grand and, as was foreseen, the final 
clash of arms should come. . - .r - r ^o.. *. 

TliE^PLAN CFTHE CAMPAIGN OF THE AHMIES AROUND RICHMOND. 

The plan of the campaign decided upon by our military authorities 
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was to cross the Rapidan, pressing Lee's forces in front ; the Army of 
the Potomic, operating towards the right flank, turning Lee's left, 
should drive him back, extend itself to the right, and march around 
Richmond and establish itself with its right flank resting on the north 
bank of the James above the rebel capital, its left resting on the s^vamps 
of the Chickahoi;niny, while the Army of the James should ascend the 
river from the Ciesapeake by a surprise movement, if possible, seize 
City Point and the peninsula lying between the Appomattox and the 
James, and throw itself above and around Richmond, so as to effect a 
junction on the south bank with the Army of the Potomac above Rich- 
mond, thereby scooping its capital out of the Confederacy, and holding 
the armies of Lee imprisoned within the belt of the armies of the Union. 
Thus the termination of the campaign would be a siege of Richmond ; 
its supplies from the South cut off" by its envelopment, and ihe glories 
and successes of the campaign of Vicksburg re-enacted. 

BERMUDA HUNDREDS AND CITY POINT TO BE FORTIFIED AS A BASE OF SUP- 
PLIES. 

But with wise forethought on the part of the Lieutenant-General, that 
the Army of the Potomac might not again be obliged to repeat its falling 
back to its base near Washington, as in the campaign under McClellan, 
and that whatever might be gained should be held beyond all perad venture 
of accident or disaster, the Army of the James was directed to fortify the 
peninsula between the Appomattox and the James, making it strong be- 
yond all possible attack, and there establish a depot of provisions and 
supplies as a base of operations, within nine miks of Richmond, to be 
held, as was done, as a clutch upon the throat of the rebellion forever. 

Circumstances beyond the control of the general oi the aimies pre- 
vented this grandly magnificent strategical plan from being carried out, 
although attempted. But of these it is not the present p'lrpose to speak. 

THE PLAN BY WHICH THE ARMY OF THE JAMES WAS TO MOVE ITSELF, WITH 
ITS ARTILLERY AND SUPPLIES, SECRETLY A HUNDRED MILES TO CITY POINT, 

The Army of the James held itself in readiness to start at the moment 
the Army of the Potomac crossed the Rapidan. The perils which sur- 
rounded the march to City Point were such that, in order to its complete 
success, it must be a surprise, because there were several points on the 
river where the enemy, with a few light guns, could stop a transport 
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fleet altogether. The other difficulties underlying this plan were many, 
but not insurmountable. In a single day an army of more than thirty 
thousand men with artillery, with horses and supplier for sixty days, 
were to be moved, a distance averaging the location of the divisions of 
its troops, of one hundred miles, and that, loo, directly in front of the 
enemy, but without his knowledge. When one remembers that in the 
early part of the war, when it would be but just and frank to say that 
the knowledge of the capabilities for conveyance and movements of 
troops by water were not so well known, it took Gen. McClellan three 
months, with the publication of his plans to all the world, to move a like 
number of men and supplies by water from Washington to Fort Monroe, 
only a little greater distance, through entirely friendly waters, the mag- 
nificent operation to be undertaken by the Army of the James becomes 
apparent. 

To cover this movement and divert the attention of the enemy, a feint 
was made upon West Point at the head of York River. A brigade was 
landed there, works were put in repair, bridges and wharves, as if for 
landing the remainder of the army, were begun to be rebuilt, as if it 
were intended that the troops in and around Port Monroe should form a 
junction with the Army of the Potomac from that point, by water a hun- 
dred and fifty miles distant from City Point, which was the true place of 
attack. Provisious and supplies were accumulated, water transportation 
was chartered and brought into Chesapeake bay and hidden under the 
eastern shoie of Virginia ; the troops made ready at points of easy em- 
barkation. 

A white cavalry division was massed beyond Norfolk, charged with the 
duty of advancing on the Weldon Railroad, and destroying the bridges 
at the Nottoway, to cut off the enemy's supplies from the South, and 
then by a march around Petersburg to make City Point and join the 
main body there. 

A brigade of colored cavalry was to march at the same time from 
Williamsburg, and crossing the Chickahominy, join the army at Turkey 
Bend, on the James River, opposite City Point. In aid of this move- 
ment the North Atlantic Naval squadron, reinforced by monitors, was to 
move up the James River to City Point, thence, driving the enemy's 
fleet before them, accompany the advance of the Army up the Peninsula 
formed by the James and Appomattox, to cover the flanks of our fortifi- 
cations across the neck of the peninsula on both rivers. 
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THE SUCCESSFUL SURPRISE-MARCH OF THE ARMY. 

All was in readiness waiting for the telegraphic announcement that 
the march of Grant across the Rapidan had begun. At five o'clock in 
the evening of the fourth of May, the announcement came. During 
the night the Army of the James embarked at Yorktown. at Gloucester 
Point, at Fort Monroe, at Hampton and at Norfolk, and at daybreak on 
the morning of the 5th, a fleet of one hundred and fifty vessels arranged 
in the order of divisions and brigades, preceded by the Navy who had 
massed themselves at Newport News, sixty iftiles from City Point, and 
when the sun rose up in heaven, the order to march was given, and that 
army, larger than any army of British troops that England has ever put 
into battle at one time, was afloat, with their supplies, their horses, 
their provisions, advancing upon the enemy's capital, at the regulated 
speed of six miles an hour,- each vessel, each barge, each tug in its 
place. Oh ! it was a glorious sight, as you, my comrades, remember, 
as all of us looked upon it. Nothing like it in the history of the armies 
of the world was ever seen before. The advancing squadron pauses a 
moment to seize with a regiment upon the strategic point known as 
Fort Powhatan, where afterwards pontoon bridges were thrown across 
the river by which the Army of the Potomac crossed the James. The 
only other advantage ground that could be held by the enemy to inter- 
fere with our line of supplies by water, Wilson's Wharf, afterwards Fort 
Pocahontas, was seized and fortified by two regiments of colored troops. 
This point was of so much importance that, as you remember, the enemy 
under Fitz Hugh Lee made a strong attack^ soon afterward to retake it, 
and in its defence the valor and steadiness of the colored troops of our 
army was first so fully shown. 

At five o'clock in the afternoon, passing the ships of the navy, one 
division seized City Point without the loss of a man ; and before 8 
o'clock that evening ten thousand picked Union soldiers were disem- 
barked at Bermuda Hundred, and the success of the expedition was 
assured, and the surprise so complete that it was not until the next 
morning that the authorities at Richmond had any notice of our ap- 
proach or even intention to come. 

THE ADVANTAGES THUS GIVEN FOR AN INSTANT ATTACK ON RICHMOND. 

Indeed our advance had been so rapid, and finding Richmond unde- 
fended, that changing for a moment the original design, it was debated 
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whether to advance by a night march, with the troops already landed, on 
that city. To say why that was not done — and in the light of subse- 
quent knowledge, as well as what was then known, there seems to 
have been no sufficient obstacle to interfere with its success — might call 
for something like criticism upon the acts and views and efforts of those 
in command, to do which is no part of the present purpose. The time 
for that has not yet come. It may hereafter form a now unwritten chap- 
ter in the history of the movements of the Army of the James. 

THE LINES FROM THE JAMES TO THE APPOMATTOX FORTIFIED, AND THE SUP- 
PLIES OF THE ENEMY CUT OFF. 

The next morning the army marched up the peninsula. A line of 
entrenchments across the neck, it being intersected with deep ravines, 
was only a mile and three-quarters, which,, when completed with ad- 
vanced redoubts, rendered the peninsula as safe and strong as Fort 
Monroe itself. The heights of Spring Hill on the right bank of the 
Appomattox were occupied and fortified, commanding the river, making 
City Point safe. 

The work of entrenching was immediately begun, under the corps 
of skilled engineers attached to our army, and the third day we marched 
upon the Petersburg & Richmond Railroad, and destroyed it, cutting 
off Richmond's supplies from the south. On the fourth and fifth days 
demonstrations were made upon Petersburg, which were not followed 
up, because in the meantime that city had been reinforced by the ad- 
vancing columns of Beauregard, and to have paused longer before it 
would have hindered the main object of the expedition. 

THE ENEMY DRIVEN INTO THEIR FORTIFICATIONS SOUTH OF RICHMOND, AND 
THE CITY ENVELOPED. 

As soon, however, as the entrenchments had been so far completed 
as to render the peninsula perfectly tenable as a depot of supplies, and 
the cavalry had come up, the lines of the enemy around Richmond 
were assaulted, their forces driven back into- their entrenchments at Fort 
Darling, the left of the army thrown forward to Chesterfield ; so that on 
the morning of the 15th, at the appointed time, our left was resting 
almost within sight of the James River above Richmond. On the 
morning of that day, in a dense fog, a surprise was attempted on the 
part of the enemy, which was partially successful, but which was soon 
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repulsed and our lines restored. Our supplies were coming up, and the 
Army of the James was then in a position at the appointed time to carry 
out its part of the strategic plan of the campaign ; that is to say, to en- 
velope Richmond on the south from river to river. 

THE CAUSES WHICH LED THE RETURN OF THE ARMY TO ITS ENTRENCHMENTS. 

But the night of the 14th the cavalry of the Army of the Potomac came 
to Turkey Bend, opposite City Point, and General Sheridan reported 
that he had been sent to cut off the communications of the enemy and 
destroy his supplies at Brandy Station, and that the Army of the Poto- 
mac was marching by its left flank, which would thus effect a junction 
with the Army of the James at City Point. 

THE ATTACK OF THE ENEMY ON THE FORTIFICATIONS REPULSED. 

The first plan of the campaign being then apparently abandoned, in 
the absence of further instructions, there remained nothing for the Army 
of the James but to return to their line of entrenchments, and so 
strengthen our fortifications as to render the peninsula of Bermuda 
Hundred a safe depot of supplies and base for the future operations of 
the conjoined armies of the Potomac and the James. This was done, 
and on the 21st the enemy attempted in strong force, and with great 
determination, to force our lines, then but partially completed. In 
that attempt, after a severe and protracted struggle, he was foiled, and 
every exertion was made to complete the fortifications of the peninsula. 

THE TROOPS FOR THE FIRST EXPEDITION AGAINST PETERSBURG WITHDRAWN 
TO SUPPORT THE ARMY OF THE POTOMAC AT COLD HARBOR. 

As soon as that was completed, a moveable column was drawn up, 
seventeen thousand picked men, with the object of attacking Petersburg, 
which had been left substantially undefended by the enemy by with- 
drawing their troops to defend Richmond. 

On the 26th came the order that every man that could be spared from 
the entrenchments should be sent to Cold Harbor to reinforce the Army 
of the Potomac. Seventeen thousand picked men, the flower of our 
army, sailed on that errand, of which less than eleven thousand on 
the nth and 12th of June returned fit for duty. 
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THE CAVALRY IN A SECOND MOVEMENT, RIDE INTO THE ENTRENCHMENTS. 

Meanwhile an expedition consisting of a mixed column of infentry 
and cavalry from the Army of the James, advanced upon Petersburg, 
and the cavalry rode into town, but for some reason, never well explained, 
the infantry failed to make its attack in support of the cavalry. 

THE SOLDIERS OF THE JAMES RETURNING FROM COLD HARBOR, CAPTURE THE 
enemy's lines NORTH OF PETERSBURG AND HOLD THEM FOREVER. 

As soon as the force despatched to the aid of the Army of the Potomac 
returned, a column of ten thousand men went again against Petersburg, 
• assaulted their lines, captured the whole outer line of works north of 
the city, with their artillery, but unfortunately that column waited for 
the advance of the Army of the Potomac, which was then crossing the 
James at Fort Powhatan, to come up to aid them in the assault on the 
place. But in the meantime the forces of Lee, having the shorter line 
of march, had come through Richmond, and though they were delayed 
one day by two divisions of the Tenth Corps which had occupied the 
rebel works in our front, yet being unsupported by the Sixth Corps of, 
the Army of the Potomac, as was intended, this meagre force, all that 
we had in our lines, were unable to oppose the advance of the whole 
army of Lee, and so large a force was thrown into Petersburg by Lee, 
that further assault of this place was not deemed by the General of the 
army prudent to be made. 

But the Army of the James held the fortifications around Petersburg, 
which they had captured, and turned them against the enemy, and re- 
mained holding their position nearer to Petersburg than any other por- 
tion of the conjoined armies, until the final break-up of the rebel army 
in the spring of 1865. Until that hour no Union soldiers, with arms in 
their hands, were ever nearer Petersburg than the Army of the James, 
and the soldiers of the Army of the James were the first to occupy 
Petersburg when it finally surrendered. 

THE TENTH CORPS, WITH HANCOCK, MAKE TWO UNSUCCESSFUL ASSAULTS ON 
THE enemy's line, NORTH OF JAMES RIVER. 

About the loth of August the Tenth Corps of the Army of the James 
were ordered to join Hancock's Corpa in an assault upon the enemy's 
works near New Market Heights, but from causes which it is not profit- 
able now to examine the attack was (Jelayed so long that the enemy was 
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reinforced from his main body; and although great bravery was shown by 
both corps and a very gallant attack made, a position taken and four 
pieces of heavy artillery captured by the Tenth Corps, the troops were 
withdrawn from the left or north bank of the river. The attack was 
again renewed under the lead of Hancock, on the 19th of August, but 
with no more successful results. 

THE ARMY OF THE JAMES AFTERWARDS TAKE AND HOLD A POSITION ON THE 

NORTH BANK. 

Meanwhile the Army of the James had taken and fortified a command- 
ing position near New Market Heights on the north bank of the river, 
known as Deep Bottom, and also assaulted and carried the enemy's 
works at Aiken's Landing, which we ever afterwards held. 

THE NECESSITY TO THE OPERATIONS OF THE ARMY OF DUTCH GAP CANAL. 

I now come to what has always been objected against the operations 
of the Army of the James as useless and futile, but which, when the facts 
are known and understood, as they really are in the light of history, will be 
seen to have been its most successful and brilliant undertaking, carried, 
so far as we were concerned, to a successful and brilliant undertaking, 
carried, so far as we are concerned, to a successful result. I refer to the 
cut-off known as Dutch Gap Canal. It was demonstrated to the Com- 
manding General of the armies of the United States and the Chief 
Engineer of the armies of the United States that it was impossible for the 
navy to aid the army in our operations further up the river than our right 
flank of the peninsula at Bermuda Hundred, because of the want of suf- 
ficient depth of water around Trent's Reach, even if the river had not 
been commanded by the enemy's batteries at Howlett House and along 
the banks, and in any future operations toward Richmond made upon 
the north bank of the river, which wa3 the only movement against the 
enemy's capital which could be made with any hope of success. 

If not driven from their position, the enemy's gunboats above Trent's 
Reach would give the same aid to him and drive our forces back from the 
river, as our gunboats below could give to us. It was assumed by the Com- 
manding General of the Army that if there was sufficient water to float the 
gunboats of the United States they were more than able to cope with the 
enemy's gunboats and drive them above Fort Darling and leave the bank 
of the river free for our advance. The river at Trent's Reach makes a 
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sudden and very sharp bend and return like a horse-shoe, so that while 
the distance around the circumference of the shoe is seven miles, the cut 
across at the heel from water to water was only four hundred and ninety 
feet. It was, therefore, determined, after full consideration by the en- 
gineers of the army, to cut a channel sixty feet wide, five hundred feet 
long, and sixteen feet deep, through this bank, so as to permit our ves- 
sels to pass up. Of such importance was it deemed by the enemy to 
prevent the accomplishment of this work, that while it was going on 
they threw into the excavations, in the shape of shells, many hundred 
tons of iron, but because of precautions taken, with very little result. The 
€utting was prosecuted on the south side until the earth was thrown out 
from an embankment of twenty-five feet at the bottom from water to 
water, extending upwards wedge-shaped so as to afford a protection to the 
workmen from the direct fire of the foe. 

THE SUCCESSFUL COMPLETION OF THE CANAL. 

This portion at the other side was mined and some tons of powder put 
twenty-five feet deep at its base for the purpose of throwing out this last 
obstruction, all of which was successfully accomplished, and on the 24th 
of December the mine was fired, the cut opened, and three feet of water 
was running through it over the debris of the bank left by the explosion. 
Forty-eight hours of dredging would have opened the channel for our 
gunboats to pass up, to join battle with the enemy's vessels, and clear 
the river, at least up as far as the guns of Fort Darling, which com- 
manded the banks some six or eight miles above, thus enabling the ad- 
vance of the Union army from the position which they held at Fort Har- 
rison, of which I will speak hereafter. 

THE CANAL AN APPARENT FAILURE BECAUSE OF THE REQUEST OF THE NAVY 
THAT IT SHOULD NOT BE OPENED. 

But at that hour and from that moment all work ceased oi> the Canal 
until the return of peace ; and the Army of the James have rested under 
an imputation of a futile and useless expenditure of time and money to 
do a useless work ; and it speaks highly for the patriotism of many an 
officer and many a private why it so appeared, and that it was no fault 
of theirs, that they never have chosen to this hour to give the reason why 
Dutch Gap Canal was an apparent failure. 
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REASONS AND CONSEQUENCE OF THAT REQUEST. 

I have said that the canal was undertaken for the purpose of allowing 
the Union naval vessels and monitors to clear the river, and put them- 
selves in position, if need be, to bombard Fort Darling. The door was 
to be opened in order that the dog might get at the wolf ; and this was 
done with the full concurrence of the able, accomplished and gallant 
commander of the navy upon that station when it was begun, and who 
aided us in it by every means in his power. But there was a change of 
commanders on that station. When the canal was ready to be opened, 
the commanding officer of the works at Dutch Gap received a letter from 
the commanding officer of the naval forces of the United States stationed 
in James River asking him not to go on and open the passage through 
because he would thereby give an avenue to the enemy to come down 
through and attack the fleet of the United States stationed below it 
When the door was about to be opened for the dog to kill the wolf the 
dog feared that the wolf would eat him. In obedience to that request of 
the navy, which could not be made public — because the enemy must 
not be informed by any true patriot that the naval forces of the United 
States in James River were not competent and able to resist and over- 
come the naval forces of the enemy stationed in James River near Rich- 
mond — and rather than disgrace should fall on the American navy, the 
Army of the James chose to rest under the imputation that they were un- 
able to complete this great work for the use of the navy, which, however, 
might have been done in three days. And so the engineers of the Army 
of the James saw in silence that their work was fruitless, because the 
navy for whom it was made refused to take advantage of it, nor without 
some reason, as was afterwards shown ; for a few weeks after that letter 
requesting us not to open the canal, the enemy's gunboats, emboldened 
by the inactivity of ours, came down around Trent's Reach, only three 
of them, and although one got aground, the other two made an attack 
upon our naval vessels, which fled ingloiiously down the river; and if 
the enemy had only known their strength and made pursuit, they would 
have cut in two the armies of the United States operating in that vicinity 
and been able to command its base of supplies at City Point. But, for- 
tunately, they did not know their strength, and they returned, after hav- 
ing shown that our naval vessels, as then commanded, if able were not 
competent to cope with those of the enemy. 
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THE .NAVAL OFFICER COURTMARTIALED. , 

This matter was examined by a naval court martial, at the head of 
which was the gallant Farragut — whose name is held in no dearer re- 
membrance by any of his compatriots who fought with him for the safe- 
ty of their country than by the gallant men of the Army of the James ; 
whose memory is embalmed in our hearts, and who was the fullest in- 
carnation of the spirit, the patriotism, the gallantry and all that gives 
dignity to the American sailor — and the naval commander was found 
guilty of inefl&ciency and cowardice. 

ITS USE IN PEACE HAS SHOWN THE FEASIBILITY AND UTILITY OF THE 

WORK. 

. Comrades of the Army of the James — So far as this canal is concerned, 
we have at least the satisfaction of knowing that of all the laborious 
works done by our army during the war, none are now of any advantage 
to mankind in peace. The rains are washing down the embankments 
and undermining the revetments which our soldiers put up with so much 
care and pains, and the magazines we built are falling in ; so that all 
the miles of works that were made in the operations of the war of the 
rebellion upon the surface of the earth are useless, except Dutch Gap 
Canal, which is now the main avenue of commerce to the City of Rich- 
mond, demonstrating its feasibility and usefulness in peace as it would 
have done if used by the navy in war. 

THE SUCCESSFUL ASSAU1.T ON THE ENEMY's WORKS ON THE NORTH 
SIDE OF THE JAMES, 

Although there had been two unsuccessful attempts to advance toward 
Richmond on the north bank of the river yet on the 25 th of September 
a request was made to the Commanding General that still another at- 
tempt should be made, to be entrusted to the Army of the James alone. 
The plan was feid before General Grant and approved, and on the 29th 
of September at midnight, the Tenth and Eighteenth Corps, in two 
columns, crossed the James, the former at Deep Bottom and the latter 
at Aiken's Landing, and made a simultaneous attack upon the enemy's 
works at Newmarket Heights and at Fort Harrison at the dawn of day. 
The advance was in perfect time and perfectly successful. The attack 
on Newmarket Heights was entrusted to the colored division of the Tench 
Corps, which successfully acomplished it with very considerable loss of 
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rife, hoir well and how gallantly has been told elsewhere, and need not 
be here repeated ; and I only advert to it now because I am speaking to 
my comrades of the Army of the James, who know how bravely that 
assault was made, and, with no feeling but lively and, eager admiration 
for the courage and conduct of that charge, will testify thereto a due 
tribute to our only friends during the war at the South. 



THE COLORED TROOPS CAPTURE NEW MARKET HEIGHTS, AND THE TENTH 
CORPS THE OUTER LINES OF THE ENEMY's ENTRENCHMENTS. 

After New Market Heights were taken, the whole outer line of works 
on the north side around Richmond were captured and occupied by the 
Tenth Corps, from Fair Oaks down to the James, where a junction was 
' formed with the Eighteenth Corps, never to be given up to the enemy, 
for the enemy's lines captured on that day were held until from those 
lines the troops of the Army of the James first of all marched into Rich- 
mond, just before, the surrender of Lee ; and by a kind of poetic justice, 
as if a just God had ordered it, the division of colored troops led the ad- 
vance into the streets of the rebel capital. 



THE GALLANTRY OF THE EIGHTEENTH CORPS IN .THE <:aPTURE OF 
FORT HARHISOK. ' . 

Something further should be said of the;steady and giallaat manner in 

' which the Eighteenth Corps captured Fort HdLtrisoiiy the fiomld'c^put of 

the enemy's works oii that side the river. Marching by the Varuna -road, 

our troops came upon the plateau dominated by the for t atf a very coiififider- 

' able elevation. Forming in double lines, they charged steadily forwa|-d 

• dndera heavy fire, and although suffering very considerable loss, Fqrt 

Harrison is taken in a little more time than lam telling it. 'Not only 

that but a series of other smaller redoubts along the line of the rivferw^re 

also captured, but could not beheld, because of the flank fire of the 

I '.enemy's gunboats, which :held the 'bank of the river and shelled our 

' isoidiers from the reverse. So that the very fact that our gunboats, could 

i not ascend the river prevented the march of the Eighteenth Cbip^ Oil. that 

day to the very gates of Richmond; If . ,,v •:■•■; ■:/.-<; .-> i;v :f 
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LEE*S ATTEMPT TO RETAKE HIS CAPTURED FORTIFICATIONS IS RSPULSBD 
WITH GREAT LOSS. SIXTEEN BATTLE-FLAGS CAPTURED. 

The next day was spent in reversing the fortifications 80 as to hold them 
against the attack of the enemy, and it was well that it was so done, for 
so important was our success, that on the ist of October, at daybreak, 
Lee sent two of his best divisions to drive us from our newly acquired 
position. All day the battle raged with the greatest vigor. Column 
after column of the enemy charged upon us, but were steadily received 
by a fire which annihilated them almost by brigades. Sixteen battle- 
flags were captured, and before nightfall the enemy were repulsed, and 
our position was good for all time. 

Soon after, attempting to turn our flank at Fair Oaks, an assault was 
made upon the cavalry on the right of our line, which was driven back 
wkh some loss, but the enemy was steadily received by the Tenth Corps, 
supported by a portion of the Eighteenth, and repulsed. 

THE TROOPS OF THE JAMES SENT TO PRESERVE PEACE IN THft 
CITY OF NEW YORK. 

No further attack was ever afterwards made upon the Army of the James 
along its whole line, covering a distance of nearly fourteen miles. In- 
deed, so strong were our entrenchments that whenever troops w&tt 
wanted for other service, they were always drawn from the Army of the 
James. Notably was this the case when thre* thousand five hundred 
men were detailed to preserve the peace in the city where we are now 
assembled, at the election of November, 1864, when some misguided 
men threatened to repeat the draft riots of July, 1863. But the presence 
in New York harbor of the soldiers of the Army of the James, although 
but one hundred men were ever landed in the city, was suflScient to en- 
sure perfect quiet, and we gave for the first tim6 in many years to the 
city of New York a peaceful, fair and honest election, without riot or 
bloodshed, a victory in itself which contributed as much to the over- 
throw of the rebel arms, by determining the vote of the Empire State 
for the re-election of President Lincoln, as any successes of the war 
in the field. For, as I have before remarked, the rebel armies were 
only holding out in hopes of the result of the elections in favor of 
those who opposed the war at the North. 
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SOLDIERS OF THE ARMY OF THE JAMES SENT ON BOTH EXPEDITIONS TO WIL- 
MINGTON AND ITS CAPTURE. 

Again, the Army of the James were called upon to furnish six thousand 
five hundred troops for the movements on Wilmington, both in the first 
and second expeditions against the strong works which defended its har- 
bor. Too much praise cannot be accorded for the steadiness, the brave- 
ry, nay, the enthusiasm shown by the troops in both expeditions ; and 
how gallantly and bravely they made the assailt when they carried the 
works under circumstances so well calculated to show their discipline 
and steadiness when the navy aided them, has passed into history, and 
need not be repeated here. Nor are here the time and place in which 
any comments shall be made on the first expedition, either in exculpation 
or inculpation of any of either the land or naval forces who took part in 
that expedition. All that was then well or ill done, or those that then 
did their whole duty care for, will be recorded by the impartial pen of 
true and just history. For that we can wait, 

THE POSITIONS GAINED BY THE ARMY OF THE JAMES, BOTH BEFORE 

PETERSBURG AND RICHMOND, ALWAYS HELD, ITS TROOPS 

FIRST TO ENTER BOTH CITIES. 

In the grand movements of the armies around Richmond in April, 
1865, one Corps of the Arihy of the James was called upon to hold the 
trenches around Petersburg, while the Army of the Potomac made a de- 
tour along the Weldon road, and engaged the troops of the enemy. And 
you all know how that Corps of the Army of the James passed the lines 
of the enemy, and was the first to capture and occupy Petersburg, as 
was the Twenty-fifth Corps the first to capture and enter Richmond. 

THE GLORIOUS RECORD OF THE ARMY. IT NEVER SUFFERED DISASTER. 

I have now given, my comrades, not a succinct, but a hurried and 
imperfect sketch of the services of the Army of the James. Is it not a 
record of which we may well be proud ? Without detracting anything from 
the gallant operations of other armies, is there any better record to be 
shown in the same sj)ace of time by any other number of men ? Let 
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mc add one ihing further, and thcT^cord is then made up and com- 
pleted. The Army of the James never had a disaster and never suffered 
a defeat when more than a single brigade was engaged. 
I May we not well be willing that its glorious record shall pass into 
t^istory ? And when all personal rivalry has ceased ; when all reasons 
why justice should not be done to the gallant acts of the Army of the 
James have faded out, and the just muse of history has given the results 
of our efforts for our country's unity, safety and glory, who of us, as we 
hear these truths read in after life, may not turn to those who may be 
near us and say, with just pride : '** I, too, was a soldier of the Army of 
the James !" 



THE ORDER OF CINCINNATI AND THE SOCIETY OF THE ARMY OF THE JAMES 

CONTRASTED. 

At the close of the war General Washington and his brother officers 
of the armies of the Revolution established, in commemoration of their 
companionship in arms, the ** Order of the Cincinnati, " in which the 
oldest -son could succeed the father, as a means of perpetuating the mem- 
ory of the friendships formed in the war • and this Order, too, was to 
have among its members only the officers of the army and their eldest 
born forever. But let us, comrades, cherish our friendships in. a wider 
association of comradeship. Let not only officers, but soldiers, be 
members of our association in that equality which common service, 
cottimon peril, common wounds and common glory give to all men 
alike who serve their country in the hour of need, each and all alike as 
the embodiment of the true principles of a republic — for we know, and 
rione better than we, that in our ranks, carrying the muskets, guarding 
the picket post or delving in the trenches, were soldiers of the Army of 
the James, equal in bravery, equal in intelligence, equal in culture to 
any one who wore the insignia of rank. Let us, then, welcome to meet 
with all us who served in whatever capacity in the Army of the James; and 
not only their oldest sons, but all their sons and their sons' sons, to the 
latest generations, perpetuating the glowing friendship each comrade 
feels for the other, growing stronger and stronger as time goes on and 
whitening frosts, of years clears the head of every thought but of that 
true. comradeship which always distinguished the soldiers of the Army 
of the James. .. 
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Introducing the Poet. 

At the close of the address, which was received with great applause, 
the band played "Rally Round the Flag/' and then the President 
introduced Dr. J. G. Holland, who read the following beautiful 
poem : 

A POEM. 



By Dr. J. G. Holland. 



Who, in this fair metropolis, 
Where life sweeps on in mighty tides, 
Or into pleasant homes subsides, 
Or eddies through a hall like this, 

Can feel the pulses of his heart 
Throb with the joy of being one 
Still breathmg underneath tbe sun, 
And of the waves a vital part. 

Nor turn with tender thought to those 
Who, weary of the rough highway. 
Or smitten in the deadly fray, 
Lay down to sleep, and never rose ! 

Surely not we who gather here. 

From toil's and pleasures's round and range, 

To breathe, in social interchange, 

The garnered memories of a year ! 

We praise their deeds, we bless their names. 
Who bravely fought and nobly fell ; 
And love and pride remember well 
The vanished Army of the James. 

They sleep, but only for a night ! 
The earth was groaning when they died. 
The trumpet sounding far and wide. 
And all the spheres were dim with blight. 

So, when the swift Archangel's call — 
The quaking earth— the reeling stars — 
Shall wake them, healed of all their scars, 
To smoke that hangs its ghostly pall 
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O'er all things, it will only seem 
That they have slept among their steeds, 
And rise to War's familiar deeds 
From rest so deep it could not dream ! 

They sleep in peace ! The summer bells 
That gather perfume from their dust, 
The Winter's snow, the Autumn's rust, 
And all love's lavished immortelles, 

Are things as far beyond their heed 
As all our strifes of hand and head. 
As all our griefs above the dead. 
And air the travail of our need. 

They sleep in peace ! Whatever strife 
May chafe the land for which they fought, 
Each for himself found what he sought — 
Peace, at the purchase of his life ; — 

Payment for blood in happy rest ; 
Guerdon in gratitude for pain ; 
For life's great loss the priceless gain 
Of name indeed forever blest ! 

No tears for them ! The heart is cold 
That does not thrill with joy to think 
That they who bravely leaped the brink 
Of Battle's fiery chasm, and sold 

Their lives for liberty's increase. 
Found in the awful holocaust 
That which the living land had lost, — 
The boon of rest— the balm of peace ! 

No tears from them who bore the proof 
Of heroes, in their foemen's seal 
Of blazing shaft, and blunted steel. 
And ramping charger's heedless hoof! 

Free from the duty of a breath. 
From sense of woe and sense of wrong, 
They sleep, as wheels the world along. 
In the sweet dignity of death ! 

No tears for them? Tears, then, for whom? 
Tears for ourselves, whose little lives — 
Bound to our children and our wives — 
Or fastened to some precious tomb 
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Where sleeps an idol ; — ^baser still, 
Tied to our lucre and 'our lust, 
Betray each hour the sacred trust 
Left us by heroes to fulfill ! 

Tears for the thieves who rob the dead, 
In robbing those their death bereft, 
And waste the gold that love has left 
By gambling with the nation's bread ! 

Tears for the demagogues who trade 

In feuds of party and of race, 

And seek for plunder and for place 

In strifes their own vile hands have made ! 

Tears for the Rings of perjured souls 
That grind the rich and poor alike. 
And steal the grist from which they strike, 
For those they serve, the stingy tolls ! 

Tears for the realm that blindly shelves 
Its men of noblest brain and brawn, 
And crowds its councils with the spawn 
Of little men who choose themselves ! 

Tears for the men who basely hold 
The nation to its paper lies. 
Against the wisdom of the wise, 
And shame the eagles on their gold ! 

Tears for the land that builds of rags 
Its edifice of power and wealth. 
And holds the happiness and health 
Of sovereign States in carpet-bags ! 

Ay,* tears for those who, shred and shorn — 
Not blameless, but our brothers still 
In common lot and God's good-will — 
Are bleeding, fainting, tossed and torn 

By jarring policies and feuds 
Of race with race, till fain to fly 
From their ancestral homes, or die 
In silent, homeles multitudes! 

Tears for the bootless sacrifice 
Wrought by the ball and bayonet ! 
Tears that the best of us forget 
That we are purchased with a price!—- 
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That they who perished at our side 
Are void of victory, till we 
A just and generous rule decree, 
And live as nobly as they died! 

O, brothers of the gun and glave ! 
O, living Army of the James ! 
How shall we answer to the claims 
Of the beloved and buried brave? 

By pledging now our good right hand, 
By pledging now our loyal word, 
That, selfish lust to love deferred, 
And gain to God and native land, 

We here declare eternal strife. 
Ay — battle to the hilt — with those 
Who traffic in the nation's woes. 
And live upon the nation's life. 

O, Peace— in shame and banishment! 
O, Industry — with folded arms! 
O, Land of beauty! from whose charms 
Have fled the graces of content, — 

There is no cure for feud and schism 
In law that is not bom of love, 
Or party strifes that rise above 
The holy claims of patriotism. 

O stately shades of martyred men ! 
Who mark our petty ends and aims, 
Warm us with your diviner flames, 
And save your Country once again! 



Sit9ine99 meeting. 

The meeting then went into session for the formal business of elec- 
ting Officers of the Society, and selecting a place in which the next 
Re-union should be held. ' 

A motion was made and carried, lo appoint a committee of five to 
nominate oflicers for the ensuing year, and General A. Alden, Gene- 
ral E. W. Serrell, General C, R. Brayton, General M. R. Morgan, 
and Captain C. A. Brooks were-appointed as such committee. 
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Resolutions Relative to Major-General Fitz John Porter. 

Major John H. . Howell then oflfered the following resolution: 

Whereas, It is claimed that great injustice was done by the trial and 
court martial and conviction of General Fitz John Porter, and that evi- 
dence elicited since the war discloses that his conviction was an error, 
which ought to be corrected by a re-hearing, to the end that justice 
may be done a gallant officer, therefore, 

Resolved, That the Society of the Army of the James cordially ap- 
prove and endorse the resolutions* adopted at the meeting of ^ the So- 
ciety .of the Army of the Potomac, asking for a re-opening of the case 
of General Fitz John Porter, 

Resolved, That a copy of this resolution be forwarded by the Secre- 
tary, to the President of the United States, the Secretary of War, the 
Commanding General of the Army, the President of the United States 
Senate, and the Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

The resolution was strongly opposed by Generals J. B. Kiddoo and 
S. A. Duncan, and, on motion of the former, was laid upon the 
table. 

A Badge for the Society. 

General Charles K. Graham, Chairman of the Committee on Badges, 
oflfered for the approval of the Society, a design for a badge. 

General C. A. Carleton stated for the information of the members, 
that it was the. same design as that on the Order of Exercises, and 
that the cost would be sixteen dollars ($16.00). 

Lieutenant-Colonel F. A. Sawyer moved that the report of the 
Committee be adopted, and the design accepted for the badge of the 
Society. 

General James Shaw, Jr., opposed the motion, on the ground, 
that it might be too expensive for some of the members. 

Major Howell stated that he had made inquiries and was informed 
that a badge of the same design, but of cheaper material, could be 
made for half the money, for those members who could not afford 
to pay the price for the gold one. 

General S. A. Duncan proposed to amend the motion, so that it 
would read, **That the report of the Committee be accepted, and 
the badge adopted, as that of the Society, and that the Treasurer be 
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requested to examine into the possibility of making a similar badge of 
cheaper material. 
The motion as amended was then voted upon and carried. 

Election of Officers, 

The Committee on the Nomination of OflScers, submitted the fol- 
lowing names, for 

President — Brevet Major-General Alfred H. Terry, U. S. A* 
Vice-Presidents^ — Brevet Major- General Godfrey Weitzel, U. S. En- 
gineers ; Brevet Major-General Edward W. Serrell, late U. S. Vols., 
of New York ; Brevet MajorrGeneral Martin N. Curtis, late U. S. 
Vols., of New York; Brevet Major-General George H. Gordon, late 
U. S. Vols., of Massachusetts. 

Recording Secretary — Brevet Major William E. Kisselburgh, late 
U. S. Vols., of New York, Troy, New York. 

Corresponding Secretary — Brevet Major John H. Howell, late U. S. 
Vols., of New York; (address Army and Navy Club, No. 21 
West 27th Street.) 

Treasurer — Brevet Brigadier-General Charles A. Carleton, late U. 
S. Vols., of New York, No. 98 Broadway. 

Chaplain — Rev. William H. Thomas, late U. S. Vols., of New 
York. 

The report was approved and unanimously adopted. 

Election of Orator. 

General Hawley stated that no provision was made in the Con- 
stitution for the appointing of the Orator for the re-unions. 

General Carleton explained that heretotore he had been appointed 
with the list of officers. 

On motion of General Kiddoo, Brevet Major-General Joseph R. 
Hawley, of Connecticut, was appointed Orator for the next re-union. 

A New President Takes the Chair. 

The President and first Vice-President being absent. General E. W. 
Serrell was conducted to the chair, by General Graham and Captain 
Brooks, 
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Thanks to the Orator and Poet. 

On the motion of Major John H. Howell, the thanks of the So- 
ciety of the Army of the James were tendered to Major-General But- 
ler, orator, and Dr. J. G. Holland, poet of the occasion. 

In Regard to Future Re-Unions. 

General Graham moved, that in future, the meetings of the Society 
be annual instead of triennial. 

General Kiddoo proposed that the motion be amended so that they, 
might meet at the same time and place as the Society of the Army 
of the Potomac. 

General Graham — I move that the association meet annually, at 
the same time and place as the Society of the Army of the Potomac. 

General Carleton proposed that the question be divided. 

The vote was then taken on the original motion to meet annually, 
and was carried. 

General Graham then moved, that it should be on the same day 
as the Society of the Army of the Potomac. 

General Carleton opposed the motion on the ground that this Society 
would lose its identity. 

General Shaw offered an amendment, that it should be in the same 
week as the Society of the Army of the Potomac. 

General Kiddoo thought it would be better to have it the day previous. 

General Hawley moved that the next meeting of the Society be held 
in i876> during the same week as the Society of the Army of the Po- 
tomac, and at the same place. 

General Carleton — I do not like to take up too much of the time 
of the Society, but I am reminded of two or three letters which I 
have received from members in Pennsylvania. Those of us who 
were present at the last meeting will recollect that a very strong move- 
ment was made to hold the present meeting in Philadelphia. The mo- 
tion was carried to meet at that place, but for some rea«on the motion 
was reconsidered, and the place for this present meeting left to the 
Executive Committee to determine, and the Committee decided upon 
New York. At that time, if I am correctly informed, considerable 
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feeling was manifested on the part of the several members fiom Penn- 
sylvania, that the matter was reconsidered, and they were not given 
an opportunity to welcome the Army of the James. Within the last 
two or three weeks I have received several communications from Phila- 
delphia gentlemen, members of the Society, in which they make this 
suggestion, that the next meeting of the Society be held in Philadel- 
phia, in 1876, at the time of the Centennial. Therefore, I oflfer, as 
an amendment, that if we adjourn to meet in 1876, we adjourn to 
meet in Philadelphia, at the time of the Centennial. 

Gen. Hawley — I move then that the next meeting be held in Phila- 
delphia in 1876, on such day and under such arrangements as may 
seem best to the officers of the Society. 

All other amendments being withdrawn, the motion of General 
Hawley was voted upon and carried. 



Thanks to the Executive Committee and Retiring Officers. 

On motion of General Hawley the thanks of the Society were ten- 
dered to the resident members for their. services. 

General Kiddoo moved that the thanks of the Society be tendered 
to the President (General Hawley), and the other retiring officers of the 
Society. Carried. 



Election of Honorary Members. 

The following gentlemen were elected Honorary Members of the So- 
ciety on the motion of General Kiddoo : 

Brevet Brigadier-General Stewart L. Woodford, U. S. Vols. , Lieuten- 
ant-Colonel J. Langdon Ward, U. S. Vols., and Brevet Major-General 
Rufus Ingalls, U. S. A. , 

General Carleton proposed that Dr. J. G. Holland, the poet, and 
Surgeon H. M. Wells, U, S. Navy, also be elected Honorary Members. 
Motion agreed to. 

Major HoWell proposed Hon. John M. Francis, Ex-U. S. Minister 
to Athens. Carried. 

The business meeting then adjourned. 
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Ik^ fattqtt^t- 



The Banquet took place at 7 o'clock p. m., in the Union League Club 
Theatre. 

The hall was tastefully fitted up for the occasion, with draperies of 
Union Flags, and hung with portraits of Generals U. S. Grant, W. T. 
Sherman, and other prominent officers. At the head of the table there 
was' also a medallion bust of General B. F. Butler. About seventy mem- 
bers of the Society sat down. 

In the absence of General Alfred H. Terry, President-elect, General 
Joseph R. Hawley, Ex-President, presided, and among the guests were 
General B. F. Butler ; General C. K. Graham ; General J. B. Kiddoo ; 
General S. A. Duncan ; Captain John I. Davenport, U. S. Commis- 
sioner ; Chaplain W. H. Thomas ; General C. A. Arthur, Collector of 
the Port ; Assistant Commissary-General Haines ; General Horace Por- 
ter, late Aide-de-Camp to President Grant ; George W. Lyon, Esq. 
Assistant U. S. District Attorney ; General Gordon Granger ; Colonel 
W. C. Church, Editor of the Army and Navy Journal ; and Major J. M. 
Bundy, of the Evening Mail, 

Between the toasts, music was furnished, by the Governor's Island 
Band, under the leadership of Joseph Emil Stigler, formerly of the 
Third New York Vols. The members also manifested their apprecia- 
tion of the various toasts by singing some of the old army songs. 

The Banquet over, General Hawley called the Society to order as 
follows : 

Comrades : It is very pleasant to look upon you this evening and 
quite delightful indeed, as I look along these lines, when I find myself 
puzzled for a moment, to see, by a little further examination, that I know 
that gentleman very well, though I have not seen him in ten years. I 
have to observe, on the whole, that time has dealt with him with most 
amazing kindness. There is the same cheerfulness, the same bright- 
ness of countenance, and though he may attempt to disguise himself, 
and though there is a slight change, yet it is the same old fellow, and 1 
see that a good conscience and a good digestion have dealt well with 
him. But I proceed to the list. The first regular toast, gentlemen, 
upon all occasions like this, and upon all occasions where patriotic 
Americans assemble, and where anything outside of the family circle is 
passed upon, is the regular and just toast. 
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First Sentiment. — *' The President of the United States" 

General Kiddoo, — I consider it my duty to state as Chairman of the 
Executive Committee, that the committee unanimously placed General 
Hawley on the above toast, and it becomes his unpleasant position to 
announce himself as on the first toast, unexpectedly filling the Chair as 
presiding officer of the night. (Applause. ) 

Response of Brevet Major-General Joseph R. Hawley, U. S. Vols. 

Gentlemen : It certainly is not difficulty for any assembly of soldiers, 
of men who call themselves soldiers and gentlemen, in any country, 
whether a monarchy or republic, to respond to the toast of the Chief 
Ruler of the Nation for the time being, for it is the first great lesson that 
every soldier everywhere learns, to obey orders. And there is some- 
thing, on the whole, rather curious and instructive about this. When 
we first went out in the volunteer army, privates and officers were all 
alike, and when we first heard the quick, sharp words of a command 
from somebody who was no better than we were, while we could do it as 
something essentially necessary to the good of the country, we could 
perform it, but we did not ^ke to be ** bossed around.'' That was the 
general voice of the American people, and more or less trouble arose 
in the organization of our forces by reason of the feeling of universal 
sovereignty of the people of the United States. But, in the course of 
four years, more than two million men learned that while it was honor- 
able to command, it was no less honorable to obey. (Applause. ) To 
obey implicitly, and without question. And there is nothing better for 
a man or citizen to learn than that ; and among the compensations of 
this terrible strife, I think it one of them of no little importance, that the 
Divine Providence has taught the people of this nation that lesson, the 
value of subordination and obedience. So, sir, for the rest of my life, 
whatever it may have been, whenever the President of the United States 
is named, of whatever party he may be, I shall salute him as my general 
officer. (Applause.) 

But there is another view of this subject that I might take. I might 
express my profound sympathy for the poor, unfortunate, persecuted 
man and brother who may happen for the time being to hold that posi- 
tion, or any other of honor or profit in the United States. From the 
time I was first elected Justice of the Peace, as a young lawyer, I found that 
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to hold anything was to provoke the enmity of somebody who did not 
hold anything. And from the time of Washington down to Grant, there 
has never been a President, and never will be, unless the millenium 
arrives, who has not discovered that he is a rascal, a thief, a corrupt 
man, a schemer, an enemy to his country, and hostile to his family, 
. friends, nation, the past, the present, and the future. I take it, that 
about every soldier of the United States entertains, no matter what his 
political or personal views may be, a high respect for the man to whom, 
under God, it was given to be the leader of the Army of the United 
States at the end of the war. I did not say the man who put down the 
rebellion, but the man to whom, under God. it was given to be at the 
head of the armies at the close of the rebellion. (I think, as a lawyer, I 
know how to put the question without giving offence ) As for myself, 
he has my profound respect, and in giving the toast, * ' The President of 
the United States" to-night, I give it with my whole heart, and I give it 
as to a man, who I believe has served his country according to the best 
of his knowledge and ability, who has loved and who will love it, and 
who asks nothing more of it than has been accorded to the other citi- 
ze;is of the United States, (Applause. ) 

Second Sentiment. — '* The State of New York.'' 

Colonel Sidney De Kay, Private Secretary to Governor Dix, was in- 
troduced by General Hawley and responded as follows : 

Response of Brevet Major Sidney De Kay, U. S. Vols. 

Gentlemen : This is the first time that I have ever been called upon to 
address anybody ; and on such occasion, it seems to me that they ought 
to have selected some one more fitted ; but I can simply say, in regard 
to the Governor, that it was imperative duties that called him away from 
New York, at this time, and he told me to express to the members of the 
Society of the Army of the James his great regret that he was 
forced to be absent at this time, and I desire you to understand that if he 
could possibly have been here, he would have done so. He had arrange* 
ments for the last two days, which he has postponed until to-day, and he 
left this afternoon, at 3 :40, on the train for Albany. I do not propose to 
go into the history of the State of New York from the time of Hendrick 
Hudson down to the present occasion, but will simply say that if the 
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Governor were here he would give a few of his sentences that electrified 
the United States in 1861, and I cannot do anything of the kind, (Ap- 
plause. ) 

Third Sentiment. — '* The City of New York, 

Response of Assistant District Attorney George W. Lyon. 

Mr. President and Gentlemen: — I am exceedingly surprised, 
after being rather smuggled into this room after all the good things 
had gone, to be called, upon this way to respond to a toast that I don't 
know much of anything about, although I was bom in this city, sir. 
I have found one thing always, that gentlemen who come here from the 
country are much better acquainted with this city, and with its institu- 
tions in every respect, than we poor people who have the misfortune to 
live here. For that reason, sir, I must disclaim all ability upon this oc- 
casion or any other occasion, to speak for the city. I suggest that some 
other gentleman from the far West or from Europe be selected in my place 
under the circumstance. I trust that I may be excused not only on that 
ground but upon a great many others, among others my extreme 
bashfulness, &c. 

Fourth Sentiment. — *^TheArmy 0/ the James,'* 

I call upon you to rise and drink formally to that 
The band played ** Rally Round the Flag," the company joining in 
song, and then Major John H. Howell responded as follows : 

Response of Major John H. Howell. U. S. Vols. 

Gentlemen of the Society of the Army of the James : I merely 
call attention to the fact that the President has already proved delinquent 
to the duties of his position. It is appropriate to tell you that one of the 
most eloquent ofl&cers of the Society of the Army of the James, General 
Hinks, was placed opposite this toast, and in his absence I am called 
upon to respond. I am not prepared to make a speech, in fact, I hard- 
ly deem that I would be justified in making a speech this evening, for 
there is a gentleman present, of well known eloquence and ability, who 
claims that I am already one speech ahead of him to-day; but allow me 
to remark, gentlemen, that there is one epoch in the history of the Army 
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of the James that will become memorable in the annals of history. Each 
member of the Society of the Army of the James is familiar with that in- 
cident. But there are present this evening, gentlemen, who do not belong 
to the Society of the Army of the James, or to the Army of the James, and 
allow me merely to say to those gentlemen, in gratitude for their pres- 
ence, that in being here, they honor themselves and do justice to us upon 
this occasion. (Laughter and applause. ) 

Gentlemen of the Army of the James, let us not forget, even though 
we may, in 1876, at Philadelphia, when the Centennial Exposition holds 
there — and not forgetting the fact that possibly the Centennial Exposition 
may lose its identity in the Fourth Re-union of the Army of the James, 
at Philadelphia — let us not forget that it was the Army of the James, 
which, after four years of assiduous fighting, walked into Richmond. 
The Army of the James was the first army to enter Richmond. (Ap- 
plause. ) That is glor}' enough and we may pass over all the other 
record. But I am not prepared to make a speech, and in response to the 
toast *' The Army of the James,'* as Corresponding Secretary, I will read 
the following communications which 1 have received : 

Correspondence. 

The following letters were then read by the Corresponding Secretar}' : 

From President Grant. 

Executive Mansion, ) 
Washington, D. C, October 3d, 1874. ) 
General : The President directs me to acknowledge the receipt of 
your kind letter, conveying the invitation to meet with the Society of the 
Army of the James on the 21st of October. 

He regrets exceedingly that he will be unable to accept the invitation 
this year as it would give him great pleasure to do so, and he is very de- 
sirous of meeting with the Society, but he goes West to-day and is 
obliged to be in Chicago on the 20th of October, and could not reach 
New York in time. 

He desires me to express his thanks for your kind letter, and his hope 
that the re-union will be a very pleasant one. 

I am, sir. very respectfully yours, 

LEVI P. LUCKEY, 
General J. B. Kiddoo, 192 Broadway, N. Y. Secretar}\ 
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From Secretary of War, General Belknap. 

War Department, | 
Washington City, September 29th, 1874. j 

General : 

It is with regret that 1 am compelled to decline the kind invitation 
of the Society of the Army of the James, to their re-union, to be 
held in New York, on October 2 1 St. In accordance with a previous 
. engagement, I expect to attend a meeting of the Society of the Army of 
he Tennessee, at Springfield, Illinois, on the 14th of October, and have 
engagements in the West which will protract my stay beyond the day of 
your meeting. 

Present my regrets, and my thanks for the invitation, to the oflficers of 
the Society. 

Yours, very respectfully, 

W. W. BELKNAP, 

Secretary of War. 
General J. B. Kiddoo, 192 Broadway, New York City. 



From General W. T. Sherman, U. S. A. 

Headquarters Army of the United States, 
Washington, D. C, October 2d, 1874. 

Dear General : 



} 



It will be impossible forme to attend the meeting of the Army of the 
James on the 21st of October. 

At that time I will be in St. Louis, and too much occupied to leave. 
Truly your friend, 

W. T. SHERMAN, 

General. 
General J. B. Kiddoo, 192 Broadway, New York; ^ 
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From Lieutenant-General P. H. Sheridan, U. S. A. 

Headquarters Military Division of the Missouri, » 
Chicago, Illinois, October 6th, 1874. ) 
My Dear General : 

Your very kind, cordial invitation on behalf of the Executive Com- 
mittee of the Society of the Army of the James, to be present at 
their Third Triennial Meeting, to be held in New York, on the 21st 
instant, is at hand. Nothing would gratify me more than to make 
one of your number on that occasion, but at the date oif your meet- 
ting I expect to be somewhere on the Canadian or Washita rivers and 
Indian Territory, looking after some Indian affairs which have bothered 
us somewhat during the past summer. 

Please give my kind regards to any of my old friends who may ask 
alter me, and believe me, with the most earnest wishes for a good time 
for all of the Atmy of the James who may be with you. 

Very truly yours, 

P. H. SHERIDAN, 

Lieutenant-General. 
Brigadier-General J. B. Kiddoo, No. 192 Broadway, Room 15, N. Y. 



From Major-General W. S. Hancock, U.. S. A, 

New York, October 14th, 1874. 
Dear General : 

I appreciate the compliment you pay me in designating me to reply 
to the toast of the ' ' Army of the United States, " at the banquet of the 
Society of the Army of the James, on the evening of the 21st instant, and 
it would, I assure you, give me great pleasure to respond to the same. 
But I must decline ; fpr although I shall be present during the afternoon, 
I have an engagement to be in Philadelphia on the 2 2d, which will com- 
pel me to take the train here at 6 p. m. on the 21st. 

I am, very truly yours, 

WINFD S. HANCOCK. 
General J. B. Kiddoo, U. S. A. 
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From Vice-Admiral S. C. Rowanj U. S. Na\x 

Navy Yard, New York, October 20th, 1874. 

My Dear General Kiddoo : 

I received your kind note, informing me I am expected to respond 
to the toast of **The Navy." I don't think I can be present at the 
dinner, and if I was, I could not do justice to myself or the subject. I 
will attend the meeting at i o'clock to hear the oration, but to return 
home and back, would be too severe, as much as I should like to dine 
with the gallant men of the James, with some of whom I had the honor 
to co-operate during the early part of the war. 

Very truly yours, 

S. C. ROWAN. 



From Governor John A. Dix. 

General Headquarters, State of New York, 
Adjutant General's Office, Albany, October 3d, 1874. 

General : 

I am directed by Governor Dix to acknowledge the receipt of your 
favor of the 26th ultimo, inviting him to be present at the Triennial 
meeting of the Army of the James on the 21st. The Governor regrets 
exceedingly that pressing official duties will prevent his acceptance of 
your very kind invitation. 

I have the honor to be, General, 

Very respectfully, 

J. B. STONEHOUSE, 

Assistant Adjutant General. 
Brigadier-General J. B. Kiddoo, U. S. A. 
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From Lieutenant-Governor John C. Robinson. 

Fifth Avenue Hotel, October 20th, 1874. 
My Dear General : 

I fully intended to attend the meeting of the Army of the James, but 
I am called away on important business which cannot be postponed, and 
I am obliged to deny myself the pleasure anticipated. 

Very truly yours, 
General J. B. Kiddoo. JOHN C. ROBINSON. 



From Brevet Brigadier-General Stewart L. Woodford, U. S. Vols. 

271 Broadway, New York, October 20th, 1874. 
My Dear General : 

Your favor of the 17th instant is received. Please present my thanks 
to the Executive Committee of the Army of the James for their kind in- 
vitation to the re-union and banquet on the 21st. I sincerely regret 
that 1 cannot be with you. 

Very truly yours, 

STEWART L. WOODFORD. 



From General J. Meredith Read, Jr. 

New York, October 20th, 1874. 
My Dear General : 

I regret extremely that I am unexpectedly obliged to leave town for 
Albany to-day, and that I am accordingly compelled to decline the in- 
vitation with which I have been hont>red to be present at the Third Tri- 
ennial Meeting of the Army of the James. 

The day cannot fail to be both satisfactory and interesting to all who 
may be fortunate enough to participate in its ceremonies. With every 
good wish, I have the honor to be. 

Very respectfully yours, 

JOHN MEREDITH READ, Jr. 



58 correspondence. 

From Bayard Taylor, Esq, 

Kennett Square, Pennsylvania, Sept. 17th, 1874. 
Dear Sir : 

I am obliged to you for the compliment implied in your invitation, 
and regret the more that 1 shall not be able to accept. I have already 
accepted an invitation to preside at a convention of students, to be held 
at the University of Virginia, on the 14th and 15th of October, and must 
leave immediately afterwards for a lecturing tour in the Western States. 
Having only just landed, after an absence of more than two years, I find 
more labor awaiting me— and of the most prosaic character — than I can 
easily accomplish. A poetic task added would be nearly an impossi- 
bility, even if I were able to be present at your anniversary. 

Very truly yours, 



BAYARD TAYLOR. 



General C. A. Carleton, New York. 



From Dr. J. G. Holland. 
654 Broadway, New York, October 14th, 1874. 



My Dear Sir 



Your note of yesterday, informing me that I had been selected to re- 
spond to the toast of ' ' The Press, " at the coming banquet of the Army 
of the James, is received. I am duly grateful for the honor, but my 
health and duties demand that I shall not attend public dinners. This 
of itself would be a sufficient reason for absenting myself on this occa- 
sion, but, at this time, there are considerations of a domestic nature that 
will keep me away. 

The original duty which I undertook in connection with the anniver- 
sary I am already prepared to perform, but *'The Press" must find a 
better stomach than mine and a younger talker than I. With a thousand 
thanks for your courtesy, I am. 

Yours very truly, 

J. B. KiDDoo, Esq. J, G. HOLLAND. 
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From Colonel John Hay. 

Ill East 25th Street, New York, Sept. 13th, 1874. 
Dear General : 

I am very sorry to be obliged to decline, but it will be impossible for 
me to serve. I am going away for several weeks and may not return in 
time for the re-union. 

Absence from town and from the office prevented my receiving and 
answering your first note at once. 

Please present my thanks and regrets to the Committee and believe 
me, Sincerely yours, 

JOHN HAY. 
General C. A. Carleton, 98 Broadway. 



From Major-General Alfred H. Terry. U. S. A. 

St. Paul, October 3d, 1874. 
My Dear Carleton : 

I have received your note asking me whether 1 shall be present at the 
re-union on the 21st. 

I am sorry that I must once again say *' no '' to such an inquiry; but a 
recent death in my family makes it impossible for me to leave those who 
remain here, even did I feel that I could at present attend any festive 
gathering. 
********** 

Yours always, sincerely, 

ALFRED H. TERRY. 
General C. A. Carleton, No. 98 Broadway, New York. 



From Major-General Godfrey Weitzel. 

Detroit, Mich., October 1st, 1874. 
Dear General: 

It will be utterly impossible for me to come to the re-union. My 
duties will not permit it. I am very unfortunate with those pleasant 
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gatherings, as they are always held when I am engaged so much that 
I cannot attend them. 

Remember me kindly to all, and say to them that, whenever it is pos- 
sible, nothing will give me more pleasure than to meet my comrades 
again. Yours truly, 

G. WEITZEL. 
General Charles A. Carleton, Treasurer. 



From Brevet Major-General Charles Devens, Jr., U. S. Vols. 

Worcester, Mass., October 3d, 1874. 
Dear General : 

I am very sorry that my duties as a Judge will prevent my performing 
my duties as a soldier, by meeting the comrades of the Army of the 
James, at their Triennial Re-union in New York, on the 21st. 

With the arrangements you have made, and the men who will meet 
there, you cannot but have a good time. To all, I wish most cordially 
success, prosperity and happiness. 

Most truly and with kindest regards to all. 

Your obedient servant, 

CHARES DEVENS, Jr. 
General C. A. Carleton. 



From Brevet Major-General R. S. Foster, U. S. Vols. 

Indianapolis, October 19th, 1874. 
General : 

Private business will prevent my attending the Third Re-union of 
the Army of the James. You will please convey to all friends my 
congratulations, and say to them, I shall be with them in spirit, if not 
in person, and will drink a cold water toast to their ** health and pros- 
perity, " wishing they may have many future Re-unions of the Grand Old 
Army of the James. 
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Remember me, especially to any of my old divisions, either first or 
second of the Twenfy-fourth Corps. Be pleased to consider in this, the 
regard with which, 

I am, yours, 

R. S. FOSTER, 
Brigadier and Brevet Major-General, U. S. Vols. 

Brig. Gen. C. A. Carleton, Treasurer of the Army of the James, 

98 Broadway, New York, 



From Brevet Major-General John W, Turner, U. S. A. 

St. Louis, Mo., September 25th, 1874. 
My Dear Carleton : 
Yours of the 22d is received. I shall certainly be with you, if I can. 
I have not been to New York, in three years, the longest interval of 
absence in fourteen. 

I think I ought to be allowed to indulge myself, right now, when the 
Army of the James meet. 

Yours truly, 

JOHN. W. TURNER, 

2228 Chestnut Street. 
General C. A. Carleton, 98 Broadway. 



From Brigadier-General Israel Vogdes. 

Charleston, S. C, September 29th, 1874. 
Sir: 

I had expected to have been present at the meeting, but the difficul- 
ties in this section of country detain me for the present. Please present 
my regards to the President of the Society and the members, and best 
wishes for their several and collective health and happiness. With much 
respect. 

Yours, &c., 

I. VOGDES, 

Colonel, I St Artillery, U. S. A. 
Charles A. Carleton. Brevet Brigadier-General 
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Telegram FROM Brevet Major-General Thomas O. Osborne, U. S. 

Vols. 

Chicago, Illinois, September 19th, 1874. 
General Osbome is in Buenos Ayres, South America. 

JULIUS WHITE. 
Charles A. Carleton, Treasurer of the Army of the James. 



From Colonel Charles E, Fuller, U. S. Vols. 

No. 2 State Street, Boston, October 20th, 1874. 
Dear General : 
I expected to be with you to-morrow, but I am laid up with a cold. 
I regret it exceedingly, for I know that you will have a grand time 
with so many good fellows together, as must be there. Remember me 
to any one that inquires for me. I intended to tell you all, the origin 
of the name, * ' Army of the James, " and how it was brought about, by 
myself, but I must reserve it for our next meeting, which I hope in the 
future, will be annually ^ 

Very truly yours, 

C. E. FULLER, 
(formerly) Colonel and Chief Quartermaster, 
General C. A. Carleton. Army of the James. 



From a Private Soldier. 

Wyoming, Pa., October 12th, 1874. 
Sir : 

As the re-union of the Army of the James will be held in New York 
on the 2ist of October, I wish you would inform me, if soldiers will be 
furnished with a free transportation, as to board and to dress. I 
would be happy to be present. , I served in Company K, 203d Pennsyl- 
vania Volunteers one year ; wounded in action at Fort Fisher, N. C, 
January 15th, 1865, at its capture by Alfred H. Terry. 



.General C. A. Carleton, 
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I would also call attention to a letter, which I am requested not to 
read by the writer himself. It is from our beloved General Terry, to^ 
day elected President of the Society of the Army of the James. (Ap- 
plause. ) Domestic affliction, death in his family, prevents him from 
being present, even if he felt like mingling with his old friends. 

I have several other letters, which you will pardon me for not 
reading. They are expressive of regret of inability to be present, 
but every letter speaks warmly of the old associations of the Army of the 
James, and could they be read, we would feel that there are others who 
belonged to the old Army of the James, not present to-night, who will 
carefully watch the proceedings of this Re-union. I hope that when this 
banquet breaks up to-night, every soldier belonging to it, will go from 
this hall, saying to himself, ''Every member of the Society of the Army 
of the James is my brother. " (Applause. ) 

General Carleton. — I have a telegram from General Hinks, who was 
appointed to respond to the toast * * The Army of the James. " It was 
received late in the afternoon, and there was no opportunity of handing 
it to the President. It is addressed to me, and reads as follows : 

Telegram from Brevet Major- General Edward W. Hinks, U. S. A. 

Soldier's Home, Milwaukee, Wis., October 21st, 1874. 
General C. A. Carleton : 

An unforeseen occurrence compels me to relinquish the anticipated 
pleasure of being present at the Re-union of surviving comrades of the 
Army of the James, which never achieved a retreat, nor abandoned a 
position once secured. In spirit I am with you. 

EDWARD W. HINKS, 
Major-General Commanding, 3d Division, i8th Corps. 

Fifth Sentiment. — '* The Army of the United States. '' 

Response of Brigadier-General Joseph B. Kiddoo, U. S. Army. 

(Retired. ) 
Mr. President : The language of the toast to which I am expected to 
respond appears to an army officer to be a joke rather than otherwise, for 
the Army of the United States, in time of peace, is so small that it will 
scarcely bear toas.ing. Compared with the vast extent of our territory 
and the duties required of it, our present army falls so far short 6f the ne- 
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cessities of the service that nothing compensates for the deficiency but its 
endurance and discipline. It is, however, regarded as the chief glory 
of our nation that in time of peace we have no standing army, compara- 
tively speaking. When peace prevails we are all civilians, and very 
civil ; but when war prevails, we are all soldiers, and to our enemies very 
uncivil. Our regular army has its nursery in the Military Academy at 
West Point, of which the nation is so justly proud. It has furnished the 
army with numbers of highly educated officers, who have served the 
country with great distinction both in war and in peace. In addition 
to these, there have been large accessions of officers from civil life, 
both before and after the war, who have shown little disparity as 
to efficiency, and none as to patriotism and gallantry. Our small 
army of 25,000, all told, now performs the unpleasant but important 
duty of protecting our vast frontiers against the incursions of hostile 
tribes of Indians, which keep it almost constantly in active cam- 
paign. Portions of it are also stationed far and wide upon the 
watch towers of our expansive coast ; but we trust rather to herald 
the age of plowshares and pruning hooks, in which the nations of 
the earth shall learn war no more, than the approach of a menacing foe. 
Now, as before the rebellion, it forms the nucleus around which the 
volunteer army may gather in time of war, and in itself, also> is a skele- 
ton organization capable of being expanded to a size equal to any ordi- 
nary emergency. But when great emergencies arise, we transform our 
citizens into soldiers, and prepare them with astonishing rapidity for the 
field. When the war-cloud has passed, we transfer them back again to the 
peaceful pursuits of civil life, and usually with a higher appreciation of 
civil rule. Late experience has taught us that when the Republic is in 
danger we can organize an army of hundreds of thousands of men almost 
in a fortnight, and when peace is restored, can disband them in the 
same short time, without great shock to society or serious injury to the 
industrial pursuits of the country. The rapidity with which we organized 
an army at the beginning of our late war, the skill with which it 
manoeuvred, the bravery with which it fought, and the results it accom- 
plished, have been the surprise and wonder of the Old World ; to most 
of which is due the education, drill, discipline, and thorough organiza- 
tion of the old regular army, which diffused its spiiit into the vast vol- 
unteer columns, and organized every department of the army, so rapidly 
thrown into the field, into system and efficiency. We are not essentially 
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a military people, but when it has become a necessity for us to test our 
valor and skill in this manly art, every section of our country, North, 
South, East and West, have fought with a chivalry that indicated that 
they possessed the blood of a common ancestry, and had imbibed the in- 
spiration of the same ennobling institutions. We do not support a large 
standing army in time of peace ; yet for some reasons the nations of the 
earth have that wholesome dread of our prowess which answers the pur- 
pose of an organized standing army and saves us the expiense of main- 
taining it. We boast not of the military heroes of our army, yet the 
silent and gloomy Grant, by skillful combinations and persistent blows, 
broke the backbone of rebellion and conquered one of the best 
armies that ever stood in line. The restless and intrepid Sherman boldly 
cut loose from his base, marched into the heart of the enemy's 
country, hung upon his flanks, harrassed his rear and charged his 
front until arms were laid down and terms were asked. The young and 
dauntless Sheridan turned demoralization into order, defeat into victory, 
and the field of Five Forks into the last bivouac of a victorius army. We 
boast not of our military renown, yet our late war developed in our people 
those grand intuitions of self-defense that preserved the integrity of our 
Union, taught us what we could do when war was forced upon us, and 
gave us great military prestige among the nations of Europe. Still, the 
practice of the profession of arms is with us subordinate to all civil en- 
terprises, and is only a necessity and a misfortune, when it does come, 
which we meet with the dignity and fortitude becoming a great power 
having before it a civil mission paramount to the pomp and circum- 
stance of glorious war. 

Sixth Sentiment — ** The Navy of the United States:' 

The band played '*A Life On the Ocean Wave," and Surgeon 
Henry M. Wells, U. S. Navy, was called upon to respond. 

General Carleton — Mr. President ; If you will allow me, I may ex- 
plain, that there is a propriety in Dr. Wells' responding to this senti- 
ment, from the fact, that he served in one of the gunboats which was 
stationed on the James River, and co-operated with the Army of the 
James. Therefore, he can be considered as one of our co-laborers, as it 
were. 
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Response of Surgeon Henry M. Wells, U. S. Navy. 

Mr. President, Ladies and Gentlemen of the Army of thb James: 
My brother, General Carleton, has introduced me with a few remarks 
which, perhaps, I ought to explain a little. 

If I understand aright, Mr. President, I am laboring under more or 
less of a hallucination in regard to this thing. I understand that Vicfe- 
Admiral Rowan, my Commandant, was to have responded to this toast, 
and I learn at this moment that he is not present, and I am suddenly 
asked to respond in his absence. Mortified as I am, at being called 
upon without warning to stand in the shoes of a gentleman of his dis- 
tinguished rank and age, and regretting that I am the only representa- 
tive here to-night of that branch of the service called the Navy, I feel greatly 
embarrassed. It is true, sir, that I was in a monitor, protecting the 
interests of Dutch Gap. Three rebel rams came down from Richmond 
one dark night to see us, but having no acquaintances on board of them, 
we thought best to drop down the river, and we did. (Laughter. ) But, 
Mr. President, I said that I felt embarrassed, and I do, and I don't know 
that I can better express my feelings on this solemn occasion than by 
relating to you the embarrassment of a lawyer in Philadelphia, who was 
called upon to make some remarks upon the death of David Paul Brown. 
Of course, you remember, gentlemen, that David Paul Brown was a dis- 
tinguished member of the legal profession, and when David Paul Brown 
died, a meeting of the bar of Philadelphia was called to express the usual 
sorrow and pass the usual resolutions of regret. Some old rooster of the 
Supreme Court was called upon to preside, and after numerous eulogistic 
remarks by several of the leading lawyers of Philadelphia, there was a 
lull — when a mischievous cuss (lawyer, of course,) sent up a written 
request to the presiding officer, that he would call upon a certain Uwyer 
who was notorious for being absent-minded. A man who never could 
remember the names of witnesses, his clients or, in fact, his own. Im- 
pressed with the object and solemnity of the meeting, he had prepared a 
few hasty notes. He arose and said : 

May it please your Honor, and Gentlemen of the Jury, (somebody 
pulled his coat tail and said, '* You are not in Court, man,") I beg par. 
don, Ladies and Gentlemen, (a voice said, **No women here.") Of 
course, of course, I see now. But, Gentlemen of the Bar of Philadelphia, 
the occasion which has called us together is replete with deep sorrow and 
interest. We have met to express our mourning for one who has stood hifb 
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among us, and whose loss cannot be expressed by words. We are here 

to celebrate the death of Ah-r-r, I mean, to mourn the loss of one 

who has long been known in this city and commonwealth as a dis- 
tinguished lawyer and jurist. His name is not confined to the limits of 
this State, but is know to every schoolboy throughout this vast section 
of country. You all have seen him before this bar for years, and I need 
not mention his name, when I recall to your minds Ah-r-r-ah- -, (refer- 
ring to his notes) David Paul Brown. I can recall to my mind at no 
time, during the three and twenty years that I have practised in this city, 
the loss of any public man who left such deep seated sorrow as our late 
lamented Paul David Brown. In some characteristics he resembled that 
proud son of proud Massachusetts, whose name is national and known to 
you all. I need not mention Ah-r-r (referring to notes) Ah, Daniel Webster 
— ^and yet, in the brilliancy of oratory and pleadings before a jury, he was 
hardly surpassed by that other proud son of proud Massachusetts ah-r-ra, 

I need not mention the name of - Ahr-r- when I say Ahr-r- (damn 

that name, referring to notes) Ah, Rufus Choate. But yet, fellow citi- 
zens, notwithstanding we shall no more see, I mean Mr. Paul, that is, 
David Paul Choate, (a voice you mean Brown, ) I said Brown, we have 
this comforting satisfaction — and that is, the bright example of an 
upright lawyer, jurist, statesman, Christian citizen and neighbor, worthy 
to be followed' by every member of the legal profession in this common- 
wealth — and surely for this, I say, for this example, we surely ought to 

be grateful to Ah-r-r-r to Ah-r- (well, damn that name, referring 

to notes) Ah — to Almighty God. (Great applause. ) 

Seventh Sentiment — *' The Corps Commanders.''' 

Response 'of Brevet-Brigadier General James Shaw, Jr. , U. S. Vols. 

Gentlemen : I came here to speak for those corps commanders, but 
in our song, we expressed the same feeling every man of the Army of 
the James felt towards these corps commanders. They were good fel- 
lows, every one, and good generals, too, and that was what more inti- 
mately concerned us, each and all, in our daily walks through the ser- 
vice, more nearly than we thought, I expected to hear to-night from 
that gallant ofl&cer. General Terry, and I had expected that we should 
see here to-night, my old commander, General Weitzel. (Applause.) 
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There are none that are loved and honored more truly. I am sorry that 
we have never had the pleasure of seeing him at our Re-unions, as his 
duties detain him at other places. I know he wished to be here. His 
heart is with us. Of the other corps commanders, I have not the pleasure 
of their personal acquaintance. We were a little too busy in those days to 
make the acquaintance of those whom we were not brought immediately 
in contact with. History, however, records their deeds. We know what 
they have done, and we know how dear they are to every man who has 
heard their history. 

Major William H. Male : General Gibbon, commander of the 24th 
Corps, sent his love by me, from Dakota, and regrets that he cannot be 
with you. 

Eighth Sentiment — ''The Citizen Soldier y 

Response of Chaplain H. Clay Trumbull, U. S. Vols. 

Mr. Chairman and Comrades : This sentiment it seems to me, takes 
us all in. Whatever is said in praise of citizen soldiers is in our praise. 
We are likely to appropriate it personally, as the Irishman did his army 
blanket with the government stamp on it, ' ' There's my name, '' said he : 
" *U' for Patrick, and 'S' for Maloney. That's me o^n blanket, 
shure.'' ' * Citizen Soldiers" — ^the embodiment of patriotism and bravery. 
If that does not describe U. S. soldiers, whom does it describe. Yet I will 
not mince words in praising— even in the presence of so many of them 
— those who were citizen soldiers of the Union in the war for the nation's 
life. They were, as a whole, the best men of the country, doing its 
then best work, in the best way they knew. Not that every Union soldier 
was superior to every civilian, in the dark days of civil war ; but that 
then, from the lowest to the highest ranks in society, the men of the 
best character and spirit either enlisted or wanted to enlist — and we 
* ' count the will for the deed " where only ability was lacking. 

I say '' we count the will for the deed," and include in our sympathy 
and respect the men who wanted to be soldiers and were prevented by 
some physical disability or other providential barrier, A while ago I 
was riding among the green hills of Vermont with a young ma*> who 
spoke of our government in the spirit of a soldier, * ' Were you in the 
army ?" I asked. ** No,'' he said, with a tone of sadness, '* No, I was 
shut out I tell you how it was. There were five boys of us at home, with 
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the old folks to take care of. At the start three brothers enlisted. By and 
by one of them was killed. Then John and I, who were at home, said 
one of us must enlist to keep the number good in the service. Each 
of us wanted to go. Neither wanted to stay at home. At last, we 
agreed to toss up a cent for it, and John won the toss. I lost, and had 
to stay at home. I've always been sorry I couldn't go." That man, I 
am sure you will admit, was a soldier in spirit. There were many such 
civilian patriots. 

But even the men of choicest spirit who staid at home from any cause 
missed that which the soldier gained of the inspiring, elevating, hallow- 
ing influence of army life in such a war as ours. The best men made 
the best soldiers, and the best and the poorest men, as a rule, grew bet- 
ter and nobler under the discipline and sacrifices of soldier-life. 

I knew of one family which showed even a better war record than that 
of the Verm outers I have named. It was a family from the State of 
Maine, represented in my own brigade. A father and five sons all 
enlisted at the opening of the war. One son was wounded at the first 
Bull Run, but was soon once more at the front. The father was mus- 
tered out for disability after a year's service. One son was killed at 
Antietam, a second at Port Hudson, a third at Gettysburg. The 
son who was wounded at Bull Run received another wound before 
Petersburg, and started for home on furlough. Leaving the stage 
coach at nightfall at the point nearest his father's house, he started 
across the fields on foot, weary and weak from his wounds ; he wan- 
dered from the path in a blinding sleet storm, and fell down to 
be frozen to death, but a stone's throw from the patriot-homestead 
whose shelter he was seeking. The fifth and only surviving son 
had been wounded at orte Deep Run fight, in August, 1864, and was 
at home when his last dead brother was brought in. He soon after 
rejoined his regiment, where, in the later months of the war, I met him, 
and he apologized to me for being on light duty instead of more active 
service, while suffering from his wound, as if I might count him shirk- 
ing. Is there danger of our knowing too highly the record of such 
men as this ? I do not think so. 

Werethere ever such men as our average citizen soldiers ? Why, I 
used to enjoy the very grumbling of the soldiers — and if anybody heard 
more grumbling in the army than did the Chaplain or the Quartermaster, 
I should like you to name him. A soldier could grumble before his 
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officers without discourtesy — he had so reduced the thing to a system. 
I remember, when we were before Petersburg, having that wretched 
wormy hard tack for our rations. The orders were very strict that the 
trenches should be kept clean, but that hard tack would be trampled 
indignantly under foot by the soldiers. A brigade officer of the day 
called out sharply to some of our men as he passed along the line : 
*' Throw that hard tack out of the trenches. Don't you know, men, 
you've been told not to throw your rations in the trenches." Prompt to 
obey, the men threw out the hard tack, saying as they did so, *' We've 
thrown it out several times, sir, but it will crawl back. " Yet when there 
was most cause for grumbling there was least of it done, and when the 
heaviest sacrifices were demanded for the country the soldiers were ready 
to make them. I well remember an instance of patriotic devotedness 
while I was a prisoner of war in Columbia, South Carolina. General 
Bumside had executed two Confederate spies. The Confederate authori- 
ties at Richmond had condemned to death, in retaliation. Captains Flynn 
and Sawyer, in the Libby prison. Our government had promptly taken 
young Lee and young Winter as hostages, threatening their immediate 
execution if Flynn and Sawyer were injured. There were cries on both 
sides for retaliation without mercy. To those of us who were prisoners, 
affairs looked gloomy. Men who were willing to risk their lives in 
battle shrunk from death by the gallows. One day, as a knot of us sat 
on the jail floor talking over the dark side of our case, and some mur- 
murs of complaint against our government were heard, a soldier, who 
had enlisted in the ranks from a joiner's bench, and been promoted for 
his faithful service, stepped from another room, and coming up to our 
group, said bravely: "Well, I'll tell you how 1 feel about this thing. I 
enlisted to serve my country, and I intend to do it. If my government 
thinks I can do most service by being hanged, why, I'm ready to be 
hanged. That's all there is about that. " Our murmuring was hushed, 
and every heart said ' * Amen " to our noble comrade's decision. 

With all the citizen soldier's devotion to his country, he was moved 
by no personal hostility to those whom he battled. There was no bitter- 
ness between good soldiers on opposite sides in that contest. I recall 
the evening of a sharp day's fight at Stiawberry Plains beyond Four 
Mile Creek, near Deep Bottom, Virginia, in July, 1864. We had been 
in a picket skirmish with the enemy throughout the day, trying to get 
possession of a point on the Richmond road, that our cavalry might 
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move up it the next morning. We had fought from tree to tree, Indian 
fashion, at no little cost of men. My regiment was relieving the i ith 
Maine at nightfell, when one of the Maine boys gave me his opinion of 
the day's work : ' ' WeVe picked men afore to-day, Chaplain. They've 
give us good shootin'. Why, there was Jim Williams. He was right 
along side of me. He got a good tree, too ; but they just fetched 
a flank fire on him and put a ball right under his left eye and out back 
of his right ear — clean through his head. Killed him dead. That's 
what I call bully good shootin', Chaplain. " Not much personal bitter- 
ness in that estimate of an enemy, I confidently believe that the men 
freest from bitterness out of that terrible conflict, South as well North, 
are to-day those who were citizen soldiers, and who did then their work 
bravely and in faithfulness. A friend from Georgia was giving me an 
illustration of this truth some time ago. He said, ^ ' I know but two 
men of my acquaintance whom I count really bitter towards the North. 
One of these never enlisted. The other enlisted, but never was in a 
fight. Somehow he always managed to keep out of a battle. Well, 
after the war, one Sunday, there appeared in the pulpit of our church, 
at Savannah, a Northern clergyman whom many of us had known before 
the war. His presence there was a surprise to most of us, and signs of 
surprise were shown in the congregation. The man who always kept 
out of a fight rose from his seat and stalked down the aisle out of 
the house. He was the only man who left. At the close of the ser- 
vice, a gallant Confederate colonel, who had lost his right arm in ser- 
vice, rose from his seat just in front of me, and pointing, as he turned 
into the aisle, to the empty seat of the fellow who had left house, he 
said ; " Poor Will, he never could stand those Yankees, ^«« ornogun" 

But I have said enough. With the peculiarities and the conduct of 
our comrades and our opponents, you are already fully familiar, I will 
only add that the character and spirit of the citizen soldiers of the Union 
in the days of the war with the. rebellion are a worthy model to the citi- 
zen civilians of to-day. If our citizens generally were as patriotic, as cour- 
ageous, as unselfishly devoted to the highest interests committed to 
their charge as were the soldiers of the Republic in its hour of trial, it 
would go far to promote the purity of our political atmosphere, and to 
advance our reputation at home and as a well-governed nation. 

Aye I I will go one step further, and remind you that divine inspira- 
tion has taken the soldier character as the type of the character of the 
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Christian disciple. Our Lord marveled at the inplicit and obedient 
trust in him of a Roman soldier, and his approving word was, '* Verily, 
I say unto you, 1 have not found so great foith, no not in Israel." The 
command to the Christian is to *' put on the whole armor of God, " to 
''fight the good fight of faith" to ''endure hardness as a good soldier 
of Jesus Christ. " 

Would to God that every citizen soldier was a soldier Christian, and that 
every soldier Christian was as faithful to his great Commander, and as. 
ready to live and to die for the cause in which he had, enlisted, as were 
the best of our citizen soldiers in our darkest days of war ! 

General Duncan moved to brevet the Chaplain. 

General Carleton — Considerable allusion has been made by the late 
speaker, Chaplain Trumbull, to the nth Maine Volunteers, We have 
present on this occasion, a distinguished ofiicer of that regiment. I refer 
to Major Henry Adams, and I think the Society would like to hear from 
him. 

Major Adams — I never made a speech in my life, and never attempt- 
ed to. Therefore, you must excuse me. 



Ninth Sentiment. — " The Colored Troops" 

Response of Brevet Major-General Samuel A. Duncan, U. S. Vols. 

Gentlemen of the Society of the Army of the James : Perhaps one 
of the most marked of the many salient features of the great civil war 
through which so lately we were called to pass, was the arming of the 
servile race in defence of the national integrity. Not in the inception of 
that gigantic struggle, nor even in the earlier years of its development 
and progress, did it enter into the plan of the General Government — 
it did not even come within the serious thought of the great masses at 
large — ^that the war would result in fireedom to the slave. Far more 
remote was it, from the general thought and the contemplation of men, 
that the groaning, degraded bondman of the South would be erected 
into the full stature of a fighting American citizen — would be armed 
with all the implements of the soldier trade, and be sent forth to fight the 
battles of the Union and swell the ranks of the armies of freedom. 
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Slowly, Step by step, the government was educated up to a conscious- 
ness of its duty towards its wards. Blow after blow of chastisement 
of humiliation and defeat fell upon us before we realized the gravity of 
the situation or recognized the will of an overruling Providence. Goaded 
to it by the instinct of self-preservation, we were brought at last to 
face the real issue of the war ; and our martyred President, whose mem- 
ory we all revere, catching the inspiration that came up from the thous- 
and utterances of the people, at last issued the proclamation of free- 
dom, and that became the turning point in the great struggle that 
involved the nation's life. A few sagacious minds there were, a few 
men standing high in authority, who before that time had initiated steps 
looking in this direction. One far down the Southern coast, at New 
Orleans, in the Department of the Gulf— I knew not whether it was 
with the sanction of the General Government, but at all events in the 
marvellous foresight and that sagacity which early taught him what the 
real issues of the war were — that man, our orator to-day, anticipating 
the future policy of the nation, assumed the responsibility and organized 
the Louisiana Native Guards. (Applause. ) And in the Department of 
the South, there was the semblance of an organization, the Hunter regi- 
ment, in 1862, if I recollect aright ; and in the same Department, Gen- 
eral Saxton soon after obtained the reluctant consent of the War De- 
partment to put a limited number of colored troops into the field, and 
the First South Carolina Volunteers was thereupon organized under the 
command of Colonel Higginson. But it was not until the General 
Government, spurred on by the appalling necessities of the situation, 
took the matter determinedly in hand, that the work of enlistment went 
rapidly forward ; and, at last, under these auspices we had two hundred 
thousand Colored Troops borne upon the rolls of the army, and doing 
valiant service in the cause of freedom. Of this number thirty thousand 
at least sealed their devotion to the cause they had espoused by the sac- 
rij&ce of their lives. 

It was my fortune, from the summer of 1863 to the close of 
the war, to hold a commission in the command of Colored Troops, 
and necessarily, therefore, my knowledge of their qualities as soldiers is 
of a somewhat extended and intimate character. Yet, standing here 
to-night in the presence of these comrades, members of the honored 
Army of the James, of which the Colored Troops formed so large a con- 
stituent, it is certainly unnecessary that I should review the history 
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of their valiant deeds or pause to laud their soldierly deportment, of 
which you were the daily witnesses. You saw them standing in the 
very thick of the fight, where the hot breath of battle smote full in their 
feces, and standing there unflinching until the messenger of death smote 
them to the earth. (Applause. ) You saw them on the ever memora- 
ble 15th of June, when they rushed with tumultuous yells and cheers of 
victory over the earth works on Baylor's Farm ; and, at a later hour in 
the day, as the blood-red sun hung low in the Western heavens, you 
saw them sweep, like a tornado through the belching flames of the rebel 
batteries and scale the formidable works in which the enemy were 
entrenched. You saw them too, when the movement upon Richmond 
was made upon the James ; saw them in the early gray of the morning 
march with steady cadence down into the low grounds in front of Ncfw 
Market Heights, where the mists of the morning still hung heavy ; saw 
them disappear as they entered the fog that enwrapped them like a man- 
tle of death ; saw them struggling bravely forward through the almost 
impenetrable abattis that protected the enemy's works ; and saw them 
receive the deadly fire of the foe, recoiling once, but reforming the col- 
umns ; dashing forward again, sweeping over the hostile entrenchments 
and driving the enemy back to his inner lines of defence nearer to Rich- 
mond. And, later on that day, you were witnesses to the special prow- 
ess of the troops of one regiment — the 5th 1 think it was — that was sent 
against one of the Rebel forts. The task proved a hopeless one ; and 
yet those brave men rushed to the attack with an impetuosity that refused 
to be checked, until company after company was actually entrapped in 
the very moat of the work and thus fell into the hands of the enemy. 
No prudence detained them. They saw they had a duty to perform, 
and naught could hold them back — not even the prospect of almost cer- 
tain death. You know, again, what the Colored Troops did and suffered 
at Fort Pillow ; and what at Fort Wagner, where many of them lie in 
the same capacious grave with their brave Commander, whose noblest 
eulogy will be that he suffered so nobly in so noble a cause. 

Gentlemen, I will not detain you ; but I put the question to you here 
— laying aside, as you now can after the lapse of a decade, all the preju- 
dices that may have influenced you in former years — ^whether the Col- 
ored Troops of the Army of the James did not, upon all occasions, 
acquit themselves as well, as honorably, as soldierly as any equal num- 
ber of white soldiers whom it has been your fortune to meet? I affimi, 
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that, SO far as my experience goes, I can recall no instance in which 
upon the field of fight they failed. to honor the flag which they sought 
to uphold. It is my verdict, and I believe that you will all coincide 
with me, that the Colored Troops deserved well of the Republic ; and 
when thfe artist-historian of the coming age shall seek to represent in 
enduring marble or bronze the magnificent events of the period of 
the great Rebellion, high among the crowning figures of the structure 
will he uprear a full-armed statue of a negro soldier, and the nurse of 
history with truthful pen shall inscribe at the front of that statue the 
legend, ** The Colored Troops Fought Nobly." (Applause.) 

Tenth Sentiment. — * ' The Memory of the Honored Dead, " 

Response of Chaplain William H. Thomas, U. S. Vols. 

The smoke of battle has cleared away and the sound of the war trumpet 
has long been stilled, and those days, so soul-stirring and eventfiil, have 
become the days of long ago. There are many things that have gone 
with that smoke — many things have been forgotten as the war trumpet 
has been hushed; but there is one thing soldiers never forget — there is 
one door that turns easily on its hinges. It is that door that opens into 
that mausoleum where we have buried our honored dead. They went 
forth with ns from the hearts that loved them and the places that needed 
them; they wenth forth with us marching side by side, sharing with us 
the disasters and triumphs of a soldiers life. We knew them well; but 
they came not back with us. Some were called up in chariots of fire 
and smoke on the dreadful eve of battle; some of them fell on the lonely 
picket post, with no hand to soothe their dying agony; some of them 
went in sickness through the ghastly hospitals. But they went to rest ! 
They found that rest — rest from the weary march — rest from sacrifices — 
rest fi-om toil! If our nation should become so recreant that they 
should forget to honor the dead, we could not forget them — we could 
not cease to honor our comrades. They were honored by what they 
were; honored in this, that when the crisis came and the drum-beat of 
duty sounded, they counted not their lives dear unto themselves, but 
they went forth, and in the time of testing, they were found to be not 
wanting. They stood in their places and poured out their blood, and, 
without a murmur, accepted a soldier's grave for their country's sake. 
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And they are honored too in what they did. Their works do follow 
them. For it was not a fruitless sacrifice. We are to-day a nation of 
freemen, a nation where all stand equal before the law, because these 
brothers, these honored dead, gave their lives to achieve this end. Surely, 
we never can forget them. We can never cease to honor them; and 
when the time shall come, when our hairs are whitened with the frosts 
of age, and our children shall stand at our side, there is no nobler inspir- 
ation we can give them than by telling them the life and sacrifices and 
the death of our honored dead. May their memory be greener than the 
grass that covers their graves to-day! and may the inspiration of their 
lives be to us a perfume sweeter than the perfume of those flowers which 
a remembering nation strews over their graves! and may we in our places 
be found as worthy as they were found in their's! 

In connection with the honored dead. General Carleton announced 
the decease of Captain Israel R. Sealy, late Assistant Adjutant-General 
loth Army Corps, and also of Colonel C. R. Macdonald, late Colonel 
of the 47th New York Volunteers. 

The Chairman then announced that the 

Eleventh Sentiment. — ''Army Unions,'' 

was to have been responded to by General George H. Sharpe, but that 
the gentleman had failed to make his appearance, and so they would 
proceed to the 

Twelfth Sentiment. — ''The Press," 

which would be responded to by Major-General B. F. Butler. 

Response of Major-General B. F. Butler, U. S. Vols. 

Comrades of the Army of the James: — ^There must have been a very 
fine sense of humor in your choosing me to respond to this toast — me, who 
am to the press what that little lamb that loved Mary would be to the 
wolf. You need not fear, sirs, that I shall join issue with the press. I 
have long since learned to shun the example of Don Quixote, who fought 
with the windmill. I shall speak of their services during the war. We 
all know how much they did for the armies of the United States, what 



SPEECH OF MAJOR-GENERAL B. F. BUTLER. 11 ^ 

Strategies they planned, what movements they directed, what they accom- 
plished at the battle of Bull Run, with the cry of *'0n to Richmond." 
(Laughter.) How much they did to direct the movements of every 
general in the field, and I shall not even pause to remember or remark 
upon the fact that he whose honored portrait you see there (at the 
head of the table) dear General Meade — dear to the heart of every 
soldier — the commander of the Army of the Potomac, found it necessary 
for the safety of the operations of his army to drum one of the press out 
of his camp. (Laughter). It is true, sirs, that sometimes they impeded 
the movements of the army by lingering around corps headquarters and 
hearing what was to be done, and then guessing what would be done, 
and giving the information to the enemy. But the press of the whole 
country made up for that, because those that were near the headquarters 
of the Army of the James will remember how eagerly we scanned the 
Richmond papers to know exactly what the Rebel movements would 
be. They were the very best spies we had in the Rebel camp. They 
gave us at all times information — to anybody who would read them 
carefully; and by telling us that which we knew was substantially the 
movements that would be, and always taking a complete file of the 
Rebel journals, which we got through the pickets, they were forwarded 
religiously to Washington as the best means of information we had. 
Again, sirs, they did us great service by reporting so accurately and 
feithfully all we did. They never allowed themselves, because of any 
supposed slight of the Commanding General, to misrepresent anything. 
They always took great care to say exactly what was done, and no 
temptation of a bottle of whiskey or so would make them color their 
reports. [A voice : ' ' It was never tried. "] I don't believe the slander 
upon the press which is about, that General Sherman, whenever an 
interviewer of the press called upon him, set before him a bottle of 
brandy, and then left (Laughter). I deny it. I know the headquar- 
ters of the Army of the James were not always popular with the press, 
because, my comrades, you will remember, that that was temperance. 
(Laughter). Listening to the words of the eloquent gentleman, the 
Chaplain of the army, who answered to the toast of '* The Honored 
Dead,'' and recognising in him the true type of the Chaplains of the 
army — those gallant men, soldiers of the cross, who stood in the ranks 
the best of all our ofiicers, for they, when they were good men, as in 
almost every case they were, had the confidence of the soldier and received 
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his dying breath and the message which he sent to his wife and family, 
home — when, listening to one who served so well in the field, and who 
shows himself now so able to serve his country at home, I remember 
that I had occasion during the war to deal harshly with but a single 
Chaplain, and he wrote for the press. (Laughter). 

I trust, sirs, I fulfill the expectations of your committee in answering 
this toast; I have done the best I could to answer for them. I have no 
bitterness toward them, poor fellows; I know the demands of the public 
upon them for news; I know the difliculty of answering it, and I know 
how an untrue statement will give room for two paragraphs, one to make 
it and another to contradict it. Again, sirs, I understand that the press 
will fairly and exactly represent the people. If the people do not demand, 
they will not give; and, therefore, if there is anything to-day to be de- 
tracted from the press and its conductors, the fault must lie with their 
readers, for they endeavor to find out and put before their readers what 
they desire, I look forward, sirs, to that time when the public judg- 
ment shall be instructed, the public conscience informed and the public 
taste purified; when no details of personal scandal, no prurient pictures 
of vile life, no history of that which should be buried, will be found in 
the publications of the press. When that day comes, then the press will 
be indeed what it ought to be, and I trust, in the future will be — ^the 
palladium of our liberty and the instructor of the people. Sirs, let me 
say to you, that the press, strong in its power and de^p in its influence, 
wielding all the power of this country; will be held by the Almighty God 
of this people responsible for the purity and perpetuity of our republican 
institutions. If they fall, which God grant they may never do! it will be 
because the public press is false to its duty and false to its mission; and, 
in closing, I will give you a sentiment, "The Millenium — ^when the 
public press shall discuss great principles and instruct the people only 
in virtue, sobriety, temperance and patriotism, then will be the day when 
the Republic shall take no detriment." 

The 

Thirteenth Sentiment. — ^^The Ladies,'* 

was then announced and General Horace Porter, of New York, late 
Aide-de-Camp to General Grant, was called upon to respond. 
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Response of Brevet Brigadier-General Horace Porter, U. S. A. 

Mr. President: — I was requested to respond to this toast in the 
absence of the regularly appointed speaker. I objected upon the ground 
that the task ought to have been assigned to a bachelor, some one who 
is known to be eminently a ladies' man; but it is presumed, at the present 
day, that a married person is more entirely a ladies' man than anybody 
else, and that he who has had the courage to address a lady, ought to 
have the courage to address the Army of the James. It was also objected 
that a bachelor had not sufficient knowledge of the subject of which he 
would have to speak — ^that he had seen but one phase of woman's life, 
and looked upon but one side of the picture. 

But, sirs, there is a certain signficancy, whether by accident or design, 
I know not, in placing this toast last upon the list and giving the speaker 
an opportunity of having the last word here. Part of your committee, 
I believe, is composed of married men, and I suppose in their minds 
the name of women was intimately associated with the last word. I do 
not know why this task is inflicted upon me, unless your committee has 
been actuated by the same impulses that actuated an old fellow who used 
to come in camp every day when a soldier would be under punishment, 
and stand around grinning with evident delight, until one day, a soldier 
whose fortune it was to have to carry a fifty pound load on his shoulder, 
walked up to him and said, ** See here, stranger, have you got anything 
against me?" ''No," was the reply, '''Fore God, I never seen you 
before; you never crossed my path." Then said the soldier, **Why do 
you sit up on top of that fence like an insolvent scare-crow, grinning 
away like a pet hyena." *' Well, "was the reply, ''the fact is, I have 
nothing against you, but I delight in human miser}' generally. " I fear, 
sir, that your committee delight in human misery generally. But a 
soldier is a sorry speaker at best, and he is told he should never carry 
his dagger in his mouth; and if, like Othello, I am "rude in speech, 
and little versed in the set phrase of peace," I can only apologize in the 
languaige of General Scott, when he upset a dish of soup in a lady's lap 
at dinner, ' ' Excuse the bluntness of a soldier. " I want it to be under- 
stood that this toast is not of my choosing. In that regard I am not like 
a friend of mine who died in New Jersey, one of the elders of the church. 
As they came back from the funeral, two brother elders rode along in a 
carriage, on a rainy day, with their handkerchiefs to their eyes, when one 
broke the silence by saying, " Did you notice that last hymn ?" " Yes, 
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how beautiful — how sad and touching it was." '* Yes/' «aid the other, 
**the hymn was selected by the corpse. " But I should be sorry, sir, 
for one, to attend a soldiers' banquet at which the name of women 
would not receive that tribute which should always be paid by the brave 
to the fair. 

Women has been the soldier's earliest and best friend. He made his 
first appearance in arms in her lap, and she has sent more soldier's to 
the field than anyone else, and during all times she has been the nations' 
best recruiting ofl&cer, from the time of ancient Sparta, 

** When said the mother to her son, 

And pointed to the shield, 
Come with it when the battle's won 

Or on it from the field," 

down to the time of our present war, when the ladies used to spot a 
young man at home whom they they thought eligible for the front, and 
send him a petticoat, and the next day he would be found among the 
enlisted. (Laughter.) Who has ever marched out from his native 
town in the ranks of a regiment bound for the front, who has not had 
all the better feelings of his nature aroused by hearing the band play 
** The Girl I Left; Behind Me." And what more touching incident than 
that which we are told of the Crimean war, when a Scotch regiment, 
marching on to death, struck up in the battle-field the song of " Annie 
Laurie" and which the poet has so touchingly described in the lines, 

**Dear girl, her name was heard afar, 

As shouts of war grew louder, 
And something on the soldier's cheek 

Washed off the stains of powder.*' 

In the dark ages of the old world, brave knights were always ready to 
shiver a lance for a fair lady, and a slight to a lady's eyebrow could only 
be atoned for in combat. 

Woman seems to have had her name associated with warriors in eveiy 
age, from the General of the Army down^to the private. Every nation 
and every age has its heroines as well its heroes. England had its Flor- 
ence Nightingale, and as her beauteous form glided through the hospitals 
the patients felt that their fevered brows had been fanned by the wings 
of the angel of mercy. And America had her Mary Walker, (Laughter. ) 
And her dress never fanned anybody, because it was not long enough, 
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and no boot heel was ever known to tread on her skirts. (Laughter. ) 

But we had noble women, too, if they did run the business of scraping 

lint and battering heads to extremes — there were times when a 

man could not leave his shirt out to dry for fifteen minutes without 

having it scraped into fine linen, and when he could not take a nap at 

daylight unless there was a sentinel over him, without having his head 

bathed. (Laughter.) Yet, sir, with all these refining influences of 

camp life and the discipline that a soldier receives, we are told that it 

is a bad place for a young man — that it turns boys completely upside 

down. Now, if we can believe the testimony of the medical authorities, 

boys come into this world upside down and it takes army discipline to 

turn them right side up. (Laughter. ) I am sorry that I am not able 

to speak authoritatively either for the men or women in the Army of the 

James, [t is my misfortune not to be a member of your army proper. 

I served a portion of the time in the Army of the Cumberland, which 

was rather sandwiched between the East and the West — dovetailed 

between the mountains of Tennessee and Georgia. It was a good army 

to get into, but a bad one to get out of But, sir, I take some pride in 

stating that I was one of the original members of the old Tenth Corps. 

(Applause.) I have served with that corps on land and I have served 

with them on sea, and I have seen them in sickness and in health. The 

only objection we had to that corps was, that it went to sea too much. I 

have seen that entire corps unwell. Sometimes we used to wish that 

we had gone into the navy instead of the army, so that we could stay 

more on shore. To see fifteen hundred men crowded upon one vessel, 

wallowing in the trough of the sea, to see fifteen hundred men utterii^ 

the name of their maker not in prayer, to hear the question asked 

** What are the wild waves saying ?" and to see fifteen hundred men 

leaning over the side of the ship, responding in an irruptive chorus, then 

it was we longed for fifteen hundred women to hold our heads. The 

duty was entirely new to us ; heretofore our efforts had been confined 

entirely to throwing up earthworks ; but, by a little practice, we soon 

became just as expert with our breakfast and our dinner. And my 

experience aboard those ships there, was just contrary to the feelings I 

experience at the present moment ; when in the storm at sea, I had so 

much on my mind that I never had anything on my stomach, and after 

enjoying your feast I have so much on my stomach that I cannot keep 

anything on my mind. Yet, notwithstanding these hardships we occa- 
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sionally heard those rough sea&ring men exclaim on the decks of those 
vessels, in a moment of greatest peril, * ' Thank Gk)d the sea is rough, or 
old women would steal our profession ;" and if we saw any old women 
trying to steal anything, we would leave the door open and send away 
the police. (Laughter.) If the Grangers' organization had existed in 
those times we would have been certain that there were some active 
members of that association constantly going ahead and sawing the wind, 
and thus making whirlwinds. And there are some men of that expedi- 
tion that have never got over it yet, and such is their aversion to white 
caps, that they cannot face a squad of French milliners in the park with- 
out feeling sea-sick. But we finally got ashore ; but the impression of 
the rolling of those ships remained in our brains, and we thought, for 
the first three days, that there was an earthquake going on under our 
feet. We did not do much when we got on land. We did one thing, 
however, which will be historical. We enlisted the first Colored Troops. 
We taught them to strap their knapsacks properly on their backs, and it 
was not our fault if, afterwards, when they were on the march, they car- 
ried them on their heads. But even their woman was respected, and 
every man in that corps was anxious to pay her some token of respect ; 
and when the first sutler schooner arrived, every man, as soon as he was 
paid off, went down to that schooner to buy his girl the latest article of 
fashionable dress, which fashion then should be a hoop-skirt ; and not 
being initiated in the ways of the Parisian modiste, they wore them out- 
side,, and presented the appearance of an itinerant hen-coop, or a vagrant 
chimpanzee. But if they did acts to excite our merriment, they after- 
wards performed deeds which challenged our admiration. But to return 
to the ladies. I can only hope that the traditional relations between 
womanhood and soldiers may always exist, and when they associate with 
each other, it may not be on the principle of the old lady who said, ** I 
don't see why girls will mix up with soldiers, unless they want to see 
them as much as possible in this world, because they never will meet 
them in the next." (Laughter.) But I think I hear some of you 
exclaiming of Coriolanus. (Cries of '' Nol no! Go on.) I think some 
of you may be exclaiming, *'And yet when blows had made me stay, I 
flee from words." But then let love and war always go hand in hand 

together, for 

Love and war are strange compeers : 
War sheds blood ; love sheds tears : 
War shoots arrows ; love shoots darts : 
War breaks heads ; love breaks hearts. 
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The response was frequently interrupted by loud bursts of laughter, 
and at the close was enthusiastically applauded. 

Volunteer Toasts. 

The chairman then invited all who wished to make any remarks, to 
do so, and Chaplain W. H. Thomas made a short speech, eulogizing 
General Butler in the strongest terms, for his patriotism during the war, 
and his charitableness and earnest endeavors in behalf of suffering soldiers 
since the close of the rebellion. General Gordon Granger made a 
humorous speech, and alluded to the services of the army at the capture 
of Mobile, Ala. The band then played ** America" and ** Auld Lang 
Syne, " the company joining in song, and after giving three cheers for 
the Army of the James, separated, to meet again at Philadelphia in 1876. 



THE END. 
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